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Forget the past and Look forward to what
lies ahead - Nina Tang

Every year at the Easter Sunday Service, all
first-place winners of the children Bible verse
contest would recite Bible verses before the
congregation. One particular winner made
quite an impression on me. It was not her
achievement but rather her progress, which |
had the privilege to witness over the past two
years. | was overjoyed by her poised
recitation of the Bible verses. To God be the
glory and praise!

I would like to share with you my insights as
a volunteer at the Bible verse contest. Some
contestants were outstanding. Some competed
last year but not this year due to various
reasons. | was most impressed though, not by
the best performers but those who bounced
back from past failures, those who chose to
compete again and not give up.

Through participating in competitions,
children can learn to confront failures with
guidance from their parents. They can get
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back on their feet and resume running after
they stumble and fall. Phil 3:13 comes to
mind - "Forgetting what is behind and
straining towards what is ahead, | press on
towards the goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward for Christ
Jesus."

Our life is like a marathon composed of
multiple short races. If we can't get past a
particular race due to past failures, we risk
withdrawing from the marathon prematurely.
Running requires our undivided focus.
Looking back while running could cost us the
ultimate prize of the marathon.

Bear in mind that we run the race not on our
own but with God on our side, who empowers

us to overcome all obstacles. Know where our
help comes from. "My help comes from the
Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will
not let your foot slip, he who watches over
you will not slumber"” (Psalm 121:2-3)

May all parents run with their children and
cheer for them along the race. If parents lead
by example and recite Bible verses alongside
their children, | believe they would be more
motivated to hide His word in their hearts.
Winning a trophy is certainly a joyous
moment, but a bigger prize awaits those who
develop a closer relationship with God and
with each other; a bigger blessing for those
who taste the sweetness of God's word in the
process.
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