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How to Diseinle Your Teenaner

Minister Randall Engleman

| became a
Christian  not
because of my
parents, but
because of my
youth  group.
My parents
never really
| \ | knew how to

| VA I disciple  me,
mainly because they themselves were not
disciples of Jesus. They believed in Jesus,
but never followed Him in their day to day
life. 1 learned about God not through my
parents, but through my youth minister.

But something | always resented was
how little time my youth pastor had for me.
He would spend a lot of time with certain
people in our group, but others would only
get a moderate amount of time at best. |
always wanted more.

Now as a youth pastor | understand.
One individual only has so much time to
give. And between my ministry to my wife,
and child, my time is stretch thin for youth. |
can only pour into so many. What the youth
really needs is a parent. Not any ordinary
parent, but one who would encourage the
youth to follow them as they followed Christ.

Teenagers are looking for answers to
major life questions. Where they find those
answers is important. | wish | could be that
person for all of them, but truly the best
discipler of youth is the parent. This has
always been God’s design. He tells the
Israelites in Deuteronomy 11:18-19, “You
shall therefore impress these words of mine
on your heart and on your soul; and you
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and
they shall be as frontals on your forehead.
You shall teach them to your sons, talking of
them when you sit in your house and when

you walk along the road and when you lie
down and when you rise up.”

By this passage we understand that
God always meant for the parents to be the
ones who introduce their children into
relationship with Jesus.

But that begs the question of how to do
sS0?

Paul in his ministry calls himself the
father of many. He says in 1 Corinthians
11:1, “And you should imitate me, just as |
imitate Christ.” He called individuals to
follow him as he followed Christ.

If we want our children to be devoted
Christians, then we ourselves must be
devoted. This means we must read our
bibles everyday, pray everyday, and serve
Christ in every way we can. If we want our
children to evangelize, we must evangelize,
and if we want our children to be generous
then we must be generous. Our children
follow our lead, and we have the privilege of
leading them to the living Creator.

To disciple our children we must be a
disciple of Christ, and completely sold out
for His kingdom. My parents never could
disciple me because they themselves were
never disciples, and my youth pastor never
had the time to help me work through my
questions. Don’t let yourself fall into the
same categories with your own Kkids. Let
them learn from you by imitating your own
godliness, and let them know you by
spending time with them frequently. Make
your family the number one ministry in your
life. And if you can’t do this because you are
a single parent, or your job is too
demanding, then let me partner specifically
with you to reach your children. Those are

the kids | want to spend my time with. T
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i n Christ

Nina Tang

Recently, | had the precious opportunity
to share my conversion story with a group of
Christians and non Christians. The
experience prompted me to put my
testimony in writing and acknowledge those
who led me to Christ. Above all, | thank God
for His sacrificial love and saving grace.
May all glory be to Him!

| grew up in Hong Kong and attended
catholic schools for 10 years from
kindergarten to secondary school. My
experience with Catholicism positively
contributed to my firm belief in the existence
of God at a young age. However, it also led
to my false and long-held belief that doing
good work and believing in God’s existence
alone would be sufficient to earn my way
into heaven. | never realized that | needed
to trust in Jesus Christ alone in His death
and resurrection for my sins, until two
people told me so during my college years.

One of them was a pastor who asked
me point-blank if | was certain about going
to heaven. | replied yes, if my good deeds
would outweigh my bad deeds on a scale. It
sounds funny and surreal to me now that |
would ever say such a thing! Nevertheless,
that was my misperception at the time
because no one had ever told me what the
Bible says. | am grateful for His faithful
servant who corrected me that we are not
saved by good works but by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ alone who died for our
sins on the cross and was resurrected.

Another person was my childhood
schoolmate and friend. She became a
Christian during her freshman year at UT

Austin. | still recall our many late night
phone discussions over my questions as a
seeker. It didn’t matter that she couldn’t
answer all of my questions. | was touched
by her genuine care for me and the positive
changes she displayed since her conversion.

| was also convinced that she could not
have changed on her own without divine
intervention, and | was eager to learn what
made her tick. It was my ignorance of the
biblical truth that had kept me from believing
in Christ in the past. When my friend invited
me to attend a Christian conference with her
to learn more about the Christian faith, |
agreed in a heartbeat. At the conference, |
finally accepted Jesus Christ as my
personal savior.

Coming to faith in Christ was just the
beginning. My spiritual journey would
continue upon my transfer to UT Austin, but
that would be a whole new chapter.

“How, then, can they call on the one
they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have
not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? And how can
anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news!” (Romans 10:14-15)

| am forever indebted to those who
shared the gospel with me. May God
empower me to do the same so that others
also have the assurance of eternal hope like

| do. T
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Harry Hu

Many of you may be wondering how you
can get closer to Christ or just to learn more
about Him. Well like many other typical
young Christians, | heard it from my parents
who influenced me to attend church to get
me closer to Christ. Even though | didn'’t
know much about Jesus or God, | had a
close friend who was a pastor that helped
explain and guide me on my path to Christ.

But hearing
is different from
believing as |
soon found out
at a young age.
The true reason
| came to church
every Sunday or
Saturday during
my elementary
- and junior high

years was
because my
parents  made

me to, not because of my own free will. |
sometimes didn’'t even feel like coming or
simply felt lazy. | believe many other kids
might feel this way too. | didn’t participate
then in a lot of kid and youth activities
because | was constantly busy with other
activities as well.

As | grow older, | began to understand
more who God really is and see how His
words affect my life. | started to limit my
activities outside and make more time to
participate in youth groups. The one big
game-changer was going to D-camp. D-
camp was such a fun and life-changing
event for me. This year's theme was
“Unfiltered”. The message the counselors
and pastor were trying to get across was
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that our sin and distraction take us away
from what God really wants us to become.
The goal is to live a sinless and perfect life
just like how Jesus did. It opens our eyes to
so much of the glory of God and of His love
that washes over us. But many people,
including me, still get distracted from what
our true goal in life is. Be it school grades or
our success, they get in the way and make
us forget our true goal.

Coming to church is one of my favorite
things to do now. | can learn more about our
Savior every time and be constantly
reminded of who | truly need to be. And |
decided to take the next step forward to be
more committed to Christ, i.e. to be baptized.
Baptism represents a public announcement
to tell all you have given your life to Jesus
and will live life as a true Christian from now
on.

Now spreading the news of the gospel
to many other non-believers that haven’t
heard the good news is a thing that I'm
trying to do. As in His words, “My name will
be great among the nations”, people will
know His name if believers are willing to
testify for Him. But doing this at school and
toward strangers may feel awkward at times.
But hey, it got to start somewhere, right? A
verse | learned that is very special to me is
Psalms 63:1, “Oh God, you are my God.
Earnestly | seek you. My soul thirsts for you.
My body longs for you in a place where it is
dry and weary with no water.” This verse
reminds me of how | can rely on God when
there is no hope and when all is darkness.
He provides the spark in my life and | hope
He will inh yours too. Just remember, it's a

|
process! |
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Jianying Qin

Five months had gone by since
Hurricane Harvey stormed through Houston
and its surrounding cities with destructive
rain, wind, and tornados. In the months
followed Harvey, | have been bombarded
with emotions and trials that | have never
had before. As | try to reflect on what | have
experienced so far, | realize there are too
many aspects to this experience that |
scarcely know how to begin with. Especially
since my husband and | have been under
tremendous pressure over our house that
was badly damaged by the flood.

The week before Hurricane Harvey
made landfall, | took the weather forecasts
lightly because to Houstonians, this being
hurricane season, such warnings were not
uncommon. So far only one or two serious
hurricanes had made landfall and caused
major damages in the sixteen years | lived
in Houston. In another word, no hurricane
has affected me so intensely until Harvey.
When Harvey made landfall and its
destructive power increased, | started to pay
close attention to the news. As Harvey
swept through southwest Houston, moved
into downtown, and then finally headed
towards the northeast, | felt a little relieved
because my family and | live in west
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Houston, in the city of Katy. My house is
located on the upstream side of Addicks
and Barker reservoirs. However before long,
the neighborhood streets started to flood
and residents were forced to evacuate for
safety due to the fast-rising floodwater.
What made matters worse was when the
officials decided to uphold water of the
Barker reservoir to save the downstream
neighborhoods from catastrophic flooding.
That decision caused severe flooding to our
upstream neighborhood, not a single house
being spared, for an entire week. At this
point | was reminded again to pause and
give thanks to God for His protection over
me and my family. Material things are
dispensable and can be replaced, but not
human lives, and my loved ones and | are
still safe together.

The days that followed, | prayed for my
family, my friends and neighbors and | tried
my best to stay strong and positive. When
pictures of the flooded neighborhood
captured by drones started to circulate
among the neighborhood’s social media, my
heart began to sink. The entire subdivision
was under water and some houses with
water reaching all the way to the top of the
garage! On September 1st, | tried to drive
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back to our neighborhood to check the
condition, but was forced to turn back by
floodwater as well as police and army
soldiers who had barricaded the only
access road to the subdivision. Instead |
parked my car, treaded out a couple of back
roads, and finally made it onto the dam. |
remembered taking my daughter biking
along the dam when she was five or six
years old. As | walked closer to the
neighborhood, | saw all the houses soaked
in floodwater...... my heart could not stay
calm anymore. Exhausted and
overwhelmed by emotion, | lay in bed and
wept that whole night. The next day | went
back to the dam with my daughter who had
missed the house and her school, situated
just down the street and flooded too. She
followed me in silence and we walked along
the dam for a while, then finally she said
she was afraid of the policeman and asked
to leave. In the span of a week, hundreds of
kids if not more like her have become
homeless.

On September 5th, the barricade was
still up but residents managed to convince
the police to let them through on foot. From
the community’s entrance gate, it took my
husband an hour to walk through the
floodwater to get to our house. On
September 6th, | drove two hours through
appalling traffic to get to work in downtown
and after work, took two hours to come back
to west Houston, and then another hour to
get to our community. The police and
barricade were still there, both the entrance
and exit were still deep in water and not
safe to drive through, the entire area
smelled horrible, the community was dark
and eerily quiet. My husband and | parked
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our car and walked into the community
through back roads. By the time we reached
our house, it was 8 pm. With some N95
masks, gloves, pry bar, shovel, dolly, and
some trash bags, we began our demolition
work immediately. The house was already
soaked in dirty floodwater for a whole week,
we couldn’t afford to waste any more time.
That was day one. We left our eleven-year-
old girl at a friend’s house so as not to
expose her to poor air quality and
dangerous moldy condition in the
community. The next day | went to work, my
husband returned to fix the house. | came
back in the evening and joined him and we
worked until midnight. After that we picked
up our daughter who had already fallen
asleep. That was day two. On September
8th, the mandatory evacuation order was
officially lifted for our community, the last
subdivision in Katy to do so. Every
household came back to salvage what little
that was left of their home. Even though
many of the neighborhood streets still had
up to a foot of floodwater, residents were
not deterred. Volunteers started to come
and help too. Any dry spots on the streets
and curbsides were packed with cars and
trucks. Every lot’s front lawn was stockpiled
with torn sheetrock, damaged floorings,
soaked furniture and appliances, clothes,
toys, books, family photos, everything that
you can possibly think of, everything that
was once a part of a family’s memory. Over
the next few days, with four-foot of our
interior walls gone, we finished our
demolition and moved on to mold treatment.
We found out to our dismay that debris
removal would take up to weeks to resolve
and the horrid air lingered in the community.
Then we were confronted with the pressing
issue of remodeling. We cannot find any
contractor who is not overbooked for the
next nine months and we have no money.
That left us with no other option but to
rebuild on our own.

Through Harvey | had learned many
things about the recovery support systems
in this country and they had proved to be
disappointing and disheartening. Our
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application for FEMA assistance was denied.

Our application for Red Cross assistance
was denied. Our application to community
assistance programs were also denied,
because there are too many applicants and
too little funding. In my opinion, the onus is
on the city authority who decided to release
water from the dams that caused this major
flooding to my home, yet when residents
spoke up and questioned them, the
authorities denied any responsibility simply
because our community was built in the
spillway for the Addicks and Barker
reservoirs. There are 721 homes in the
community, and according to some
volunteers who entered the community
during evacuation, possibly less than 10
were spared. However, | have not seen any
house that was not damaged by flooding
after we returned to clean up. Recent
updates from the local officials also
confirmed our community’s eligibility for a
floodplain buyout program was denied.

It became clear to me now that | have
been too focused on my own problems and
I was counting on finite and powerless
people/organization to help solve them. As
a woman of faith, | shall turn my eyes to the
Lord Almighty who alone is infinite and
omnipotent; He is able to help us. This
hurricane has reminded me of that.

Despite the devastating damages and
discouraging news, | saw hope in the
community coming together to help each
other rebuild our homes. | observed the
volunteers and found that they truly loved
what they were doing. Of course, | am not
talking about loving the physical works of
tearing out the moldy walls and floorings, or
lugging tons of smelly debris out of the
house or working in an environment filled
with dirt, dust and mold with high chances of
getting injured, contaminated or ill. It was
their loving attitude and their admirable work
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ethic. With N95 mask on their faces, they
worked laboriously without rest, and they
were positive and cheerful. Strangers from
other communities came and delivered food
and drinks to each home. Volunteers and
friends came and set up command centers
where people could borrow tools and
machines. Some local small businesses
also provided free meals for days.
Neighbors who have never met, never
talked, or never mingled due to cultural,
language, religious or political differences,
came together to help each other in their
moments of need. We encouraged each
other, shared our cleaning and demolition
experiences, our tools and our strategies.
Harvey destroyed our individual homes, but
brought us closer together as a true
community. For that I am thankful.

Some of the Bible passages that had
helped me through this dreadful trial are:

1) Phil 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything, by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”

2) Psaim 38: 4 “my guilt has
overwhelmed me, like a burden too heavy to
bear.”

3) Psalm 40:1-2 “l waited patiently for
the Lord, He turned to me and heard my cry,
He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the
mud and mire, He set my feet on the rock
and gave me a firm place to stand.”

4) Psalm 51:8 “Let me hear joy and
gladness, let the bones you have crushed
rejoice”.

These precious words of Eod shall
remain in my prayers forever...... U
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