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Making Your Trip Home Missional

Randall Engleman

My wife, Phuong and | traveled back home to
Vietnam during this spring break. We decided
to make this trip because Phuong’s dad was
diagnosed with cancer a year ago and we had

wanted to go visit him ever since. The other

reason was to let her family meet Arabelle, our
infant daughter.
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We made the trip during spring break
because a friend of ours offered to pay for my
wife and daughter’s tickets as compensation for
her help in planning a trip to Vietnam for a
group of students.

Our original plan was to spend the first few
days with our family, then spend the next few
days with this group, showing them around
Vietnam. We figured Arabelle could stay with
her grandparents all day, and this would free us
up to serve. We wanted this trip to be a relaxing
vacation, one where we could take time off and
enjoy ourselves. However, this was not what
God had in mind! He has shaped me and my
wife to be Kingdom-minded. So even though we
both felt we needed rest, we also had a strong
desire to see God move.

As it turned out, the trip was less a vacation
but more a mission-minded trip! And you know
what? This was a very good thing.

It all started with our visit to a Vietnamese
Church and the pastor talked about their
culture. He told the people in the church, “You

are the only hope some people have in this
life.” And if they don’t share the gospel with
them, no one probably would. This is drastically
different from the USA. Over here there are
churches everywhere sharing the gospel in their
communities. But in Vietnam, there are very
few churches. And the number of people in
Vietnam who have yet to hear about Jesus
Christ astounded me! We thought while we are
here, we could not possibly pass over this
opportunity to share the gospel with them.
Here we are in a culture that does not recognize
Jesus and a country that has traditionally not
been friendly to outsiders, especially Christians.
Here we are with family members who do not
yet know Jesus and we get the chance to once
again share with them the gospel. We felt the
strong need to fully embrace God’s call to be
missional-minded and share the gospel

whenever we could.

And we did just that. My wife shared the
gospel with her parents, and | shared the gospel
with several Vietnamese locals and some
tourists in Da Nang.

My encouragement to many in our
congregation is you too have the unique
opportunity as Chinese Americans. China right
now is becoming more hostile to missionaries
and it is harder now for foreign-born Christians
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to minister in China. You however do not face
the same obstacles as the Americans. When you
make your trip home, make it a missional one.
There lies the opportunity to share the gospel in
a society which does not recognize Jesus where
many still don’t know His name. That is your
chance to change a person’s life forever
through the simple message of the cross.
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It is not an easy task. When we are on
vacation in our hometown, we want to relax as
much as possible with family. We don’t want to
take the time or effort to share our faith with
others. But like what the pastor said in the
Vietnamese church, we might be the only hope
for others to hear about Jesus. Neither China
nor Vietnam recognizes Christ. My wife had
never heard the name of Jesus until she was in

her 20’s. Thus, when we head back, | believe
God is calling all of us to pursue mission among
our native unreached people and to engage
them intentionally. Besides spending time with
our family, let’s make our trips missional. Let us
find people who have yet to meet Jesus and tell
them about how this man, the very Son of God,
died on the cross for you and everyone.

Benjamin Yeung

My name is Benjamin Yeung, but most of you
would know me better as Fiona Yeung’s son.
Many of you know my mom from serving in the
children ministry or have taken one of her
family and marriage Sunday School classes here
at KCCC. But to me she has been a great mother
who modeled Christ to me each day.

From the time | was born my parents have
placed a huge emphasis on learning about God
and the Bible. From the time we were old
enough my parents began to instill in my sister
and | strong Christian principles. From attending
church every Sunday to attending a private
Lutheran elementary school, the Bible was
constantly in our lives.

My mom believed that studying and
memorizing Bible verses was so important that
she signed me up for many Bible memory
contests and also used Bible verses as my
punishments when | misbehaved! She was also
a firm believer in Proverbs 13:24, “He who
withholds his rod hates his son, but he who
loves him disciplines him diligently.”

My mom didn’t just tell my sister and me to
read and learn the Bible, but she modeled it for
my sister and me as well. As far back as | can
remember, my mom attended an in-depth Bible
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Study class at a church close to our home. This
course required her to do homework each and
every day, and many days she would be doing
her Bible Study homework while my sister and |
would be doing our school homework.

Her concern for my growth in Christ was even
more apparent as | was preparing to head off to
college. Most people on their college visits go to
visit the campus, meet the professors, and
check out the dormitories, but on top of all of
these activities we visited multiple campus
ministries and local churches. She wanted to
make sure that | had a Bible believing church to
attend when | was no longer here in Houston.

My mom has always modeled for us how a
God-fearing woman lives her life, and it is with
those qualities that | look for in a woman to
marry. My mom has never told me that she
wants me to date or marry a Chinese girl, or a
successful, smart girl, but only that | date and
marry a girl who knows and follows Jesus. And |
am so glad that my parents love my girlfriend,
Courtney even though she isn’t Chinese.

| am so honored and proud to call Fiona
Yeung my mom. Even today she is not shy to
unleash Biblical truth on my sister and me. She
constantly reminds us that whatever we do in
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this life points back to a God who loves us more
than she could ever love us. One of the
memory verses that | was forced to memorize
as a child is one of the verses that remind me of
my mother. Proverbs 22:6 tells us to “Train up a
child in the way he should go and when he is
old he will not depart from it.” | am so glad that
| had a mother who not only believed this verse,
but also lived it out each and every day for us to

copy.
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Ryan Li

Before | truly came to know Christ and fully
understood the extent of what he did for us, |
was really indifferent about life and | didn’t care
about what | was going to be. Keep in mind that
this was all of elementary school and the
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former part of junior high. My life before Christ
revolved primarily around material possessions
and academics, and during times of distress or
discomfort, | found happiness and security from
myself, believing that | could save myself and
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did not need anyone else to help me. This
quickly became an issue when seventh grade
rolled around, where the burdens of
schoolwork, sports, and relationships were too
much for my young self to bear.

Now, my mother is a devout Christian. Mom
urged me to go to church with her every
Sunday, but | insisted that | stay home, giving
her some excuses about why the Sunday school
kids were mean (they weren’t) or how my
collared shirt was itchy. | had heard the gospel
many times before, whether it be from mom,
the pastor, or the Sunday School teacher, but |
was either really indifferent about it or | didn’t
know what it meant.

My perspective towards Christ began to
change when | was introduced to this summer
camp called D-Camp in the summer of 2016. D-
Camp is a 3-day retreat that brings youth from
many churches together and allows them to
learn about God. Mom signed me up
immediately, knowing that it would do me
good.

I’m not going to lie, but D-Camp was
probably one of the most exhilarating
experiences I've ever had in my entire life.
There, | met a bunch of new people, all of them
very friendly and inclusive. Every day was full of
excitement, whether it be during worship, small
groups, or even bedtime.

During the 5-hour free time break every
day, every child would devote fifteen-thirty
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minutes of their time to their counselor, so they
could have a bit of one-on-one time. | signed up
with my counselor for the 3:00pm slot on the
last day of camp, trying to squeeze in some time
for 9-square afterwards. Little did | know that
this would be one of the most life-changing
talks | would ever received. | found my
counselor at the basketball pavilion, waiting for
me with his Bible. “Ryan”, he said, “I
understand that you have not truly devoted
your heart to the Lord. Will you allow me to
help you?” | slowly nodded my head yes. He
smiled a bit and said, “Great. Let’s get to it
then.”

For the next twenty minutes, my counselor
explained to me the gospel again. Even though
I’d heard it many times before, somehow this
time it seemed like a lightbulb went off in my
head. And for the next twenty minutes, |
listened to his words like | had never heard
anything in my life before. He shared with me
countless words of wisdom, including various
verses on salvation and belief, testimonies, and
life lessons. When he was done, he must’ve
noticed the acute interest in my eyes, because
he paused and told me the best was yet to
come at tonight’s sermon. Towards the end of
our one-on-one time, he prayed for me and
gave me a bible verse. | may have forgotten
which one it was exactly, but | think it was
Romans 15:13. Romans 15:13 states: “May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

That evening’s sermon was quite different
from some of the other sermons | had heard.
The pastor asked us to pray with our siblings-in-
Christ and our counselors. Everyone got up to
join their various small groups to pray and
encourage each other. When [ finished praying
with my own peers, | returned to my seat,
alone, praying and contemplating. Asking
myself why | had not listened to my mother
before. Why | had not gone to church more
often. Why | had not accepted the pastor’s
teachings more. These final questions filled my
head, and | was not able to contain my deep
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regrets. For five minutes | cried by myself,
letting out all the frustration and struggles | had
when | was not with God through the form of
tears. It was not all tears of sadness, though. |
rejoiced knowing that Jesus had died for us,
saving us from our sins, and had risen from the
dead. Just thinking about the triumph of the
kingdom of God over death made me smile and
weep at the same time.

At that moment, | accepted Christ. | gave
him complete control over my life, allowing him
to dictate his rule over me for the rest of my

life. | knew that the body of Christ was where |
belonged.

Now, my outlook on life is completely
changed. Even if | do not accomplish anything of
significant value in my life, | still find solace
knowing that the kingdom of God is waiting for
me at the end. | also understand that the Word
of God is meant to be shared, so | will do
everything in my power to spread it. | live to lift
God up and put myself lower. God gave the
ultimate sacrifice to us as humans, so why
should we not sacrifice for Him?

Lucy Ren

At this year’s KCCC’s Spring Festival on the
third Saturday of April, | had the privilege of
participating in the Gospel Good News station.
It was such a wonderful four-hours and | praise
God for sending many Chinese nonbelievers to
us in that short span of time. | taught for about
15 or 16 sessions using the ‘gospel-hands’
method, conversing either in Chinese or English
with the kids and adults. Of all those | shared
the gospel with, eight children and one mother
made the decision to accept Christ! It was so
amazing! That was the first time | felt that | can
be a useful instrument as a Chinese Christian in
advancing the kingdom! It was so precious to
see the children’s earnest eyes and listen to
their serious questions when they carefully
considered making the most important decision
of their lives. Two mothers told me that was the
first time they set foot in a church. They said
they enjoyed listening to what | had told them
but they needed more time to make the
decision. One mother received Christ after |
shared with her. My heart was filled with such
great joy and humility! Praise the Lord! Joanna’s
father is a great manager that kept bringing kids
and parents to us such that we had no choice
but to share nonstop!

The session shown in the pictures was
especially memorable. It was after five o’clock
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when we had already wrapped up everything
and getting ready to leave. However a sister
from Katy church was still sharing the wordless
book with two ladies. Bless her persistence! |
decided to sit with her and observe her
teaching. Soon after, the lady’s daughter and
son came in to look for their mom and | had the
opportunity to use gospel hands to share with
the girl. The girl received Christ while her mom
was listening to the gospel! Then the boy came
back, | too shared with him, likewise he
received Christ! At that time a sister and our
minister brought in a teenage boy, whose mom
was the other lady still listening to the gospel,
and asked him to talk to me. | shared the gospel
with him and amazingly he accepted Christ too!
| was awestruck by how God just brought the
right and ready ones to us so that they may
know Him even in this last hour. He is the God
who delivers! Praise be to Him! After their
moms finished listening to the gospel, | told
them that their kids had made the decision to
accept Christ. They were very surprised but
thankful. | am sure that the gospel seeds had
been planted in their own hearts having
listened to the gospel through our sister.

One thing | learned through this experience
is the need to secure contact information from
the children. If | have the opportunity to do this
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again, | would request the parent’s permission again, thank you, God! And thank all the
to write down their contacts for the ones who teachers who spent their time training me.
received Christ. That way, we could reach out to
them and bring them to church. Since many of
these parents are not believers yet, | don’t
know if they would bring the kids back to
church regularly. That’s the one thing that | am
most concerned about and needs prayers.
Furthermore if we have the contact, we can
bring some Chinese tracks or Gospel of John
small Bible to these children, so that they can
start reading the Bible at home.

| am very thankful for that precious
afternoon and for the most meaningful four
hours of my life so far! | don’t want to trade it
for anything. Thank you, God and thank Aunt
Darlene for giving me the opportunity to be
part of the sharing team. Again, | realized how
useful and important it is to learn how to share
the gospel clearly and logically. | am grateful for
the lesson learned and for the confidence |
gained in knowing that | will be able to use that
more often and with more people around. Once

| was told that the final count for the
afternoon at the Gospel Good News station was
a total of 72 kids and adults were shared the
Gospel, and out of these, 19 received Christ as
their Lord and Savior. Praise the Lord!!
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