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Stan Chang

On our trip this year, we teamed up
with a church from Hayward, CA
called Chinese for Christ Church in
Hayward. Our Katy team joined with
5 others from the Hayward church.

We all worked with an organization
called Global Gates, whose mission is
to see Gospel transformation of the
World’s least reached people groups
living in global gateway cities,
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through them reaching their
communities around the world. What
that means is that we reached out to
communities here in the US hoping
that as they trust and believe in the
Gospel, they will bring it back to their
countries which they are from. We
specifically worked with the Afghan
Community in Fremont, CA. We will
be spent some of our time in an
equipping and training class to help
us engage Muslims with the Gospel.
The rest of our time was spent doing
prayer walks, reaching out to local
businesses, engaging customers and
shop owners on conversations, and
learn more about their culture. It was
great to engage and learn about a
culture that is so foreign to us but at
the same time one that is very
accessible here in Katy. All we did out
in CA are things we can bring back
here to Katy. We can pursue, care
and love for the lost here in Katy the
same way we did in CA. I hope you
are encouraged by the stories and
lessons our students have to share
below.

Pamela: During this trip, I learned
that most people of different religions
enjoy sharing about their religions as
much as I do. Whenever we went to
an Afghan business, the Afghanis
were very excited to share about
what they believed. This helped me

understand more about Islamic beliefs.

It also showed me that it's easier than
I thought to have spiritual
conversations with people of different

religions. When I go back home, I'm
hoping to be more willing to talk to
my non-Christian friends about my
faith and hearing about theirs.
Something else important that I
learned came from visiting the
mosques. I noticed that all the
religions that the temples supported
were very works-oriented. The people
had to give the gods food and bow to
them. Also, when I talked to the
Muslims and a Buddhist lady, they all
emphasized doing good works in
order to obtain the ultimate goal of
their religion. They had to perform
acts in order to please their gods. This
helped me have a bigger appreciation
for my relationship with Jesus and the
freedom that I have in it. It also gave
me more motivation to share my faith
with others so that they could have
this awesome relationship too. When I
go back home, I hope to have a
greater appreciation for having Jesus
in my life and more motivation for
sharing Jesus with others who don't
know Him.

Joy: This past trip to Fremont was a
very eye opening and unique
experience for me because I was
pushed beyond my comfort zone,
while also being able to talk to people
that I would usually not have long
conversations with. I also enjoyed
learning about different religions and
cultures which were in some aspects
similar to what I was used to, but in
other cases completely different.
Studying other religions and how the
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people worked to gain approval of
their god and do good deeds made
me deeply appreciate our free gift of
salvation. We had the opportunity to
talk to Afghan people, and they were
completely different from what I
expected. I anticipated a group of
closed and hidebound people, but
they were very hospitable. The
Afghans were welcoming and many
were open to conversation.
Something that stood out to me was
how comfortable the Afghans were to
speaking with us. It was interesting to
hear about their perspective on
current events and how it affected
their people group. Learning about a
different point of view was very eye
opening and empathize with them
considering the amount of prejudice
they face. Overall, I learned to be
bolder in talking to others and
learning not to prejudge entire
communities based on individual acts.

Eve: Being among the Afghan Muslim
community this past week has been a
great blessing and joy for me.
Meeting the people and seeing their
faces and experiencing their culture
really allowed me to correct my
unconscious warped views of Muslims.
My team went around Little Kabul
visiting Afghan shops and restaurants,
meeting shop owners who were
outstandingly hospitable and open to
talk about their spiritual lives. I was
able to hear about their grievances
and struggles about their negative
portrayal in the media, the fear they

hold of being attacked because of
prejudice, and their sorrows regarding
their war-torn home country,
Afghanistan. Hearing their stories and
witnessing their reverence to God led
me to realize that they are in fact a
peaceful people, contrary to media
misrepresentations.

Another lesson that resonated with
me was the importance of the
utilization Chinese language in
missions. Although it was not the
intended goal, our team was met with
many instances in which the Chinese
language allowed us to connect with
people we met. We were able to share
the gospel with Chinese business men
at our hotel, dance with elderly
Chinese people and invite them to
church, and speak with a Chinese
Muslim who was part of a least-
reached people group, Uyghur.
Growing up, I never understood the
importance of learning the language
of my heritage and hated how it made
me different from American norms.
However, with this trip, I saw how
great my advantage was to retain
language and cultural similarities with
a group that is largely not saved.

Lawrence: This trip was such a great
experience for me because of the
amount that I learned about Afghan
culture and Islam as well as about
myself. Through talking to Afghan
shop owners and workers, we learned
a lot about the adversity they
experience due to media portrayal of
their race and religion. They all
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defiantly denounce the extreme
violence shown by other Muslims and
feel great anguish because of the
negative image that they create. As
we talked to them, the Afghans were
all extremely hospitable and generous
with some even offering us gifts of
naan, an Afghan type of bread.

God definitely pushed me out of my
comfort zone when I talked to the
Afghans. It was already difficult for
me to start conversations; therefore,
it was even more difficult to start
spiritual conversations with an Afghan
immigrant whom I had very few
similarities with. Not only were they
from a different country but they also
spoke English as a second or third
language. God showed me how
difficult it is for me to do anything on
my own power and that the only way
I could evangelize is through His
power and under His will. We had a
couple of bible study sessions that
really taught me how to trust in God's
power. We studied the parable of the
sower which taught me that we are

here to sow the seed and nothing else:

God will do the rest.

This trip was so rewarding because of
how it has completely changed my
view on Afghans and Muslims and

also taught me a lot about evangelism.

Chelsea: This past week I went on a
mission trip in Fremont, California.
This was my first time ever being on a
mission trip so I didn't know what to
expect. While training to spread the

gospel with the Afghan community I
was really nervous because I
anticipated the people to be close
minded but when we actually spoke to
them I was surprised to find out that
they were very friendly and
welcoming people. Having these
spiritual conversations pushed me out
of my comfort zone because I
normally wouldn't expect myself to
talk to people of different religions
about their beliefs. Talking to them
and learning about their hardships
really impacted me because it made
me realize how great the need for the
Gospel really is. While visiting the
mosque I saw how Muslims'
relationships with their God are more
formal. They performed rituals where
they bow multiple times and women
must be separated from men at all
times. I also noticed how women
rarely ever went to the mosque and
felt privileged to be able to worship
my God freely and comfortably. On
Wednesday of this week a
volunteered at a kids day care center
called the Homework Club and spoke
to a girl around the age of 12 who
seemed as if she was going through
some hard times. Shirley and I were
able to comfort her and it felt really
nice to be able to make a difference in
someone's life and be there for them.
Overall this trip taught me much
about Muslims' culture and religion
and the importance of spreading the
gospel to unreached people groups. I
think this trip has made me more
confident in my relationship with
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Christ and I will be more comfortable
practicing evangelism back home.

Alisa: Prior to the trip, I became very
anxious towards the people and the
activities we will do. My anxiousness
soon diminished when we attended
our first training with Tim. Through
these sessions, I learned how to
condense my testimony and how to
share the Gospel towards Muslims.

The most impactful part of the trip for
me was visiting the various temples.
Seeing the people performing these
extensive religious rituals was truly
heart-breaking. It has opened my
eyes to see the need of Jesus in these
people's lives and the need of active
laborers for these communities.
Throughout the trip, I continuously
prayed for God to give me an
opportunity to experience a spiritual
conversation with someone we meet.
Although my group was not able to
have one, I was touched listening to
other groups' experiences.

In the end, the long and tiring days
were all worth it. The absence of true
peace and love specifically in the
Afghan community has reminded me
the freedom I have in my relationship
with God. Despite of our many
transgressions, He remains faithful
and relentlessly pursues after us. By
living with a mission mindset, I hope
to show His great love for us by being
more intentional in my relationships
and being more open to having
conversations with anyone.

Kevin: Before coming on this trip, I
still wasn't really sure what I was
getting myself into. I had a
preconceived notion of Muslims as
being closed to outsiders, and not
only was I projecting these negative
characteristics on them, society was
too essentially tagging them as
terrorist and has directing hate
towards them based on the actions of
Muslim extremists. On the contrary,
however, through my experiences
throughout the trip, those
preconceived notions and societal
portrayals were proved wrong time
and time again. The team and I were
met with nothing but hospitality and
an openness to answer any of the
questions we had to ask; as well as
denouncing any of the violence that
comes through the news and fill
society with fear and hate. As we
went from an afghan shop to another
afghan shop, we were able to learn
more about afghan culture and Islam;
while also praying for those we
conversed with. Since it was Ramadan,
we were presented a path to talk with
the owners, who would normally be
too busy to talk to us, asking them
about their experiences and culture.
Something that I'll be taking back
with me after this trip is a new
outlook on what a "mission mindset"
looks like. I used to think that it was
all about how many people could the
team and I convert to following Jesus,
but after reading and studying Luke
8:4-15, that definition was shown to
be incorrect. It isn't about what the
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team can do or what I can do, but it
is about what God can do. It's not on
us to grow the fruit but rather we are
to plant the seed or to further nurture
a seed that's already been planted.
We are called to "go and make
disciples of all nations" so we should
plant the seed and spread the gospel
to all people no matter who they may
be.

Shirley: During these few days at
Fremont, we really learned a lot about
Afghan culture and the Muslim
religion. I had the opportunity to go
around and ask about their lifestyle
and how they coped with current
events. I learned that the Muslims
believe in a lot similar beliefs as
Christians, "they are so close, yet so
far." I got a better understanding of
their point of view on terrorists and
their impacts. On the last day of
evangelizing, we got to go on a
temple tour and I learned a lot about
Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and
mostly Islam. We went to their
worship places and practiced their
rituals. Finally on the very last day of
the trip, we went around San
Francisco and walked about 10 miles.
My favorite part was when I went to
the Homework Club and 6 of us
stayed to look after kids. We made
arts and crafts and had some snacks.
The kid I took care of, Ariagna, is
going into 7th grade and she said that
she would want to visit Texas and
meet me is she had a chance. She
kept stressing that she would miss me

a lot and she will always be an
unforgettable memory. In all, we ate
a lot of good cultural food and bonded
a lot with both the team and the
Afghan community.

Sharon: This trip has been an
incredible learning experience. First of
all, I learned about Muslims,
specifically Afghan Muslims, and
about their culture and history. This
new knowledge shaped a new
perspective in which I saw how
Muslims are so much more than the
media often portrays them as, and
how they are a people that is truly
willing to open up and interact with
others. I was encouraged by their
openness, as I realized how many
people are often willing to share more
than one would think, even those
around us. I also learned more about
missions and what they mean, and a
new way of sharing the gospel. My
eyes were opened to the possibilities
of missions and reaching the
unreached people groups of the world,
that it can actually start right where
we live, to anyone. The training
helped me not only for our time here
but also in developing a new mindset
of constantly sifting those around me.
I was pushed past my comfort zone
multiple times these past few days, to
initiate not only a conversation with a
stranger, but one aimed at sharing
the gospel. This taught me one of the
most important things of the week,
which was to place greater trust in
the Lord. I saw how truly powerless I
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was and how the conversion of a
person is completely in His hands, no
matter what I do or say. Overall, this
trip has been impactful in shaping my
perspective of missions, what it
means to live mission-oriented, and of
Muslims.

These are short glimpses of our
weeks so we hope you will get a
chance to hear more. Stop us in the
hallway at church, grab a coffee/milk

tea with one of our team members,
and/or send a message to hear more
about our experiences. We are so
glad that you decided to partner with
us this week. We appreciate all your
prayers. It was so great to have so
many people standing behind us and
sending us out. We hope that you will
get to hear our stories so that your
heart for God's glory may grow as
ours did this week.

Lot TR

Esther Yan

Even before I stepped foot into Haiti,
the most common thoughts running
through my head were, what am I
getting myself into? And, can I even
make a difference? Haiti is a place
that has seen great hardships, has
faced great losses and injustices; and
as we drove through the capital city
of Port au Prince, I thought, it would
take a miracle to put this broken
place back together.

R ‘1 -

Lﬁiﬁﬁe norm and every person fends

A market we drove by on the way to Seguin.

But throughout the week, as we lived
in the mountains of Seguin and
experienced the culture there, I saw
hope. In a country where parents let
their children run free because they
don’t care enough to raise them, a
father played with his children every
day, showing them the love they
needed and deserved. In a society
where parents who, when given food,
sell it at the market instead of feeding
their six children, a young girl given a
quarter of a granola bar immediately
went to her little brother to share it
W%: him. In a culture where stealing

themselves, a little boy handed
ther child the water bottle that he
wanted for himself earlier in the

fPé=k. Haiti is a brittle, broken place,

even in the midst of hopelessness,
ese are the stories of hope.
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Our main purpose in going to Haiti
was to build “raincatchers” - rain
collection gutter systems attached to
the tin roofs of Haitian homes. During
our stay, we built approximately 30
raincatchers and repaired at least 15.
Haitian guides hired by the
RainCatchers organization led us to
various homes in the area, helping us
to carry the heavier materials up and
down the mountains. Each morning
after breakfast, we would pack our
bags, split into teams, and hike up
the mountains to houses that our
guides had been told of, usually
homes of families with older couples
or very young children who had
difficulty walking the long distances
necessary to fetch water. All the
funds that we raised, besides buying
plane tickets and food, went to
purchasing building materials so that
we could give raincatchers to the
families for free.

Although building raincatchers was
our main task, equally important for
us was interacting with the people
there and loving them physically and
spiritually. After putting up one
raincatcher, we would gather at the
front of the home and one of our
Haitian guides would pray for the
family. After the prayer, we would
give them gifts - clothes, scarves,
candy, small toys. The joy on their
faces was indescribable; these people
had probably never been given
anything, and even the smallest
things were huge for them.

In the afternoons, after we got back
to the compound, we would play with
the children. Despite the obvious
language barrier, the children latched
on to us. Part of me was heartbroken.
They came to us, wanting simply to
hold our hands or hug us, because
they did not receive that kind of
affection from their own parents, but
the other part of me was glad
because we could show them the love
Jesus shows His children, and show
them that they wholly deserve that
love, even if their culture - and to
some extent, the world - does not
believe it.

Haiti is a beautiful country, in spite of
the brokenness all around the country.
One clear night, we went up to the
roof to stargaze. In the distance, we
watched a lightning storm light up the
horizon; shades of purple and gray,
with streaks of light. Another morning,
we woke up extra early to watch the
sun rise, and as orange and pink and
yellow painted the sky, I could not
help but praise the Lord for His
creation, His intended beautiful world
for the people he loves. At that
moment, I was grateful to be there to
serve, even in the smallest of ways,
the people He is calling to and the
country He is working to redeem.

I learned so many things in those
eight days that a full recounting could
probably fill an entire book, but the
greatest thing I learned was through
the honest truth in a prayer at the
start of our journey: “Lord, we can
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build the raincatchers, but only You one prayer and one raincatcher at a
can bring the rain.” All that we did in time.

our week-long trip would be in vain if
the Lord did not provide the water
these people needed. More than that,
the trips that RainCatchers organizes
would be in vain if the intent was only
to quench their physical thirst. Only
the Lord could truly quench the
spiritual thirst forever.

Like the woman at the well in John 4,
the people of Haiti need living water,

a spring of water welling up to eternal
life; so even thoth the Change is Our team with some of our guides on the last day.
slow, and the country seems to be too

broken to piece back together, in that

week, we let God work through us,
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