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A Mission Trip to Bolivia

Jamie Ricks

The last time | had been on a short-term
missions trip was 12 years ago with my wife,
Debbie, when we spent a week serving in
Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Whenever we
reminisced about the trip we said that if we
go back we would think about going with our
kids. Earlier this year, we were approached
by a friend of ours who was leading a
mission trip to Sucre, Bolivia, to consider
going with his team. Debbie and | prayed
and talked about whether this was God’s
leading and whether we should have our
kids join us. In the end, we concluded that
our oldest son, Daniel, would benefit the
most in experiencing a new culture and
serving God on the field. Daniel and |
committed ourselves to partnering with
Austin Chinese Church and E3 to go on a
week-long short-term mission trip to Sucre,
Bolivia in early July of this year.

After arriving in Sucre, our team of 16
had a brief time to recover from travel
weariness before breaking up into our sub-
teams, meeting our translators, and being
introduced to the church that we would be
working with throughout the week. One of
the best experiences of the trip was getting

to know our sub-team and translators: 4 U.S
team members and 4 translators. Our team
would have been useless from the
beginning if not for our faithful, fearless, and
patient translators. Tamara and Leticia were
not only our voice to the Bolivian people, but
in many instances, because of their own
faith, they were better equipped to interpret
and explain topics of a spiritual nature.

Northern Sucre Team, Translators, Pastor and His Wife

Our job on this trip was to promote a
new neighborhood house church to the local
community that was beginning services that
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week, train the lay leaders of the church
how to share the gospel and disciple new
believers, and serve the physical needs of
the community through an eye glass clinic
and distributing vitamins. We began our
days at 7:30am, returned from the mission
field around 7:00pm, and went to bed
around midnight.

Door-to-door Evangelism Team

On Sunday, we worshipped with the
congregation at the mother church before
going over to the house church to plan out
the week. Training was done with the local
leaders and volunteers were raised to work
alongside us for each of the three days we
would be doing door-to-door evangelism.
Monday and Tuesday were full days of
going around the neighborhood handing out
vitamins to children and adults, sharing the
gospel, and letting everyone know about the
new church in the area. | was very proud
that Daniel overcame his anxieties and had
a couple of opportunities to share his
testimony and the Evangecube to attentive
young Bolivians.

Not every meeting with people ended up
in a decision for Christ. Some people said
that they had things going on in their lives
that prevented them from giving their lives
to Jesus. One man told us that he left the
church years ago because he did not get
the support that he needed after his child
and wife died. | greatly appreciated his
honesty and openness with us and his
willingness to let us lay hands on him and
pray for him. Through prayer we reminded
him of God’s loving character and that it is
never too late to turn back to Him and have
a restored relationship. My prayer is that

God’s presence and healing will touch this
man that is hurting. One of the most
powerful tools that we utilized on the
mission field was prayer. Whether the
prayer was in celebration and thanksgiving
for a heart won for Christ or for people who
were struggling with infirmity or poverty, no
one turned down an opportunity to be
prayed for.

Sharing the Evangecube

Towards the end of the week we had
our eye glass clinic to provide reading
glasses to the neighborhood. It was such a
joy to meet a need for the people who came.
It was also an opportunity to see fruit from
our door-to-door ministry because many of
the people we visited showed up for the
clinic. They had their physical needs met
through reading glasses (or sunglasses for
those whose vision was good) and their
spiritual needs met with counseling and
discipleship. That day was also the
inaugural opening of the new house church.
We had the opportunity to hear worship
songs and Bible passages read in Spanish
and Quechua (language of Native
Americans in South America). It was a
wonderful time of witnessing new and old
believers come together in a new church
giving all the glory to God.

This trip not only allowed us to witness
Bolivian lives changed in Sucre, but we
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experienced personal growth as well. We
faced challenges that required us to lean
more on God, and we celebrated over
changed and renewed hearts for Christ.
Daniel and | had a motto for this trip that we
had to repeat to ourselves many times

through many circumstances: Be flexible. All
the glory goes to God.

August 20171

Eve Wang

This year was my fifth time going to
Discovery Camp and Camp Impact. All the
years I've gone were great and | met new
friends and got closer to comprehending
God’s glory, but this year was particularly
profound. | am not usually one that's
inclined to spend time and write a story for
the church magazine, but | would like to
testify to the love of our redeeming and
personal God and how He worked in me at
camp this year.

There was an incident at a church
retreat March of this year where | felt
betrayed and attacked by some members of
the youth group. They sat me down in a
meeting where they went around the circle
and unleashed their frustrations onto me
and told me things they didn’t like about me.
“You make everyone feel uncomfortable”,
“You’re fake”, “Should you really be a
leader?”. | couldn’t believe what was being
said- it seemed surreal, something out of a
movie. | took what they said about me and
thought about it for months after. | cried
almost every day. | thought through different
perspectives, timelines of my actions,
dialogues. Maybe there was something
wrong with me? Something had to be wrong
with me for so many people to rally a
common opinion against me. This was my
lowest point.

I had so much resentment and
bitterness stored up in me for this group of

people. | had no one to talk to because
frankly, no one could understand. My best
friend tried his best and tried to be there for
me and | was so thankful, but no one could
feel the deep hurt | felt. In my isolation, |
grew to hate the people that hurt me. |
wanted them to hurt like | hurt. | brewed on
this for months and months and | grew
wearier and wearier.

This year's camp theme was “Unfiltered”.
| was challenged to acknowledge my pain
and my bitterness- to be unfiltered with God
about my hurt. | told my camp counselor my
story and for the first time, | heard that it
was okay that | felt the way | did. It was
okay to be not okay. Throughout the week |
read Bible passages calling directly to me to
forgive and extend grace just because they
are brothers and sisters in Christ. Romans
12 told me that to the best of my ability, |
needed to live in peace with everyone. |
talked to pastors and counselors and friends
who all told me deeper obedience to God
required me to forgive my enemies. | have
never felt more challenged in my life. | told
God | wasn’t ready to forgive. | just needed
a break from the drama and just needed to
rest. But | did not know | was about to feel
the greatest and most overwhelming peace
I have felt since the incident.

One night at camp, someone in the
group that hurt me came up to me and
apologized. | felt liberated. The bitterness
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that weighed me down for so long was
levitated and carried away. God was
personally tugging on my heart to forgive
them. When | thought | would have to
extrapolate every fiber of my being to
extend grace to them, God went out and
started the work for me.

“Promise maker, Promise keeper

You finish what you begin.

Our provision, through the desert

You see it through to the end.

“In the silence, in the waiting,
Still we can know you are good.

All your plans are for you glory,

Yes we can know you are good.”

There is no doubt in my mind that God
put that time in my life for a reason. | was
broken like | have never been before only to
be refined like | have never been before.
Camp Impact taught me some of the most
valuable lessons | have ever learned and
challenged me and gave me incredible new
relationships and one of my friends even got
a sign from God in the form of lightning!
God does miracles- there is no doubt. | was
rescued from the deepest depths and
poured into with the abounding love and
peace of Christ. | can now tell you this story
not as a heavy burden | am shackled to, but
as a ihining trophy of God’s revitalizing
grace. |
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Boon Tan

Dear family and friends, thank you for
being here to celebrate this joyous occasion
with us tonight.

il

| stand here with a grateful heart as |
pondered God's goodness toward me. He
had blessed me with a career that brought
us to the US, a good marriage, two
wonderful children, and my family’s precious
salvation in Christ. | felt especially blessed
today on Daniel’s wedding day.

As | look back to Daniel's growing up,
there are several special moments that are
etched in my memory. | recalled the
response from the gynecologist when Dian
asked why the baby is so small and he
answered, "You don't expect jackfruit to
grow from a mango tree, do you?" ! |
remembered the joy of Daniel’s birth as well
as the anguish of seeing my tiny baby with a
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huge bruise on his face because of difficult
child birth.

Two weeks later, we were told that he
had severe jaundice that might affect his
brain and needed to be hospitalized! We
were frantic as first-time parents! Dian was
distraught to be separated from her dear
baby but still insisted in breast feeding him,
hence begun the hard work of pumping and
storing of breast milk for the daily hospital
visit! Praise the Lord, he recovered fully!

When he was two, a cute little boy with
curly hairs, Daniel was very active. His
favorite word was “No Way!” | We sent him
to a child care center at Dian's work place.
He seemed fine to be dropped off. But when
Dian went to peek on him at lunch time, she
saw her sad little boy sitting on a tiny stool
outside the door. Apparently the teacher
told him that mommy will come to pick him
up soon when he asked for her. Not wanting
to miss his mommy, he sat and waited there
for several hours. That was unthinkable for
a boy who can't sit still for 5 minutes! Dian
felt so bad and had him removed that very
day!

Daniel was an avid reader while in
elementary school. He devoured books! He
was so thrilled to win the Top Accelerated
Reader award. He received this huge trophy
and the privilege of being chauffeured to the
radio station and lunch with the principal, in
a limousine! That was a remarkable
achievement as he was branded a slow
reader by his teachers in Singapore!

I cherished the many road trips we took
as a family, drove thousands of miles in our
SUV, hiking up Rockies Mountain,
Yellowstone, Grand Teton, Big Bend and
Whistler Mountain. Daniel always picked the
most challenging trail to hike! And even if
we can’t join him, he had his faithful sidekick,
Isabel to follow him all the way!

It is said "There are only two lasting
bequests we can give our children. One is
roots, the other, wings."(Goethe) | hope we
had given him the roots of family and the
wings of faith. Daniel always appreciates his

18

family, He called Dian often while in college
and when he was back, he would cook
dinners for us to enjoy. He is also a good
brother to Isabel, giving her lessons in guitar
or school works or spiritual counsel.

| believed we had also given him the
wings of faith. Seeing him grown in faith and
maturity had given me great joy. As a teen
he faithfully served the Lord in youth
ministry and in Sunday worship. | saw how
his faith took flight in college and how his
love for mission took him to the remote
parts of China, Turkey and Malaysia. He
had surpassed Dian and me in faith, in
courage and now in getting married earlier
than us! But | am so grateful that he found
Esther. She is all that we had prayed for.
When we were choosing name for our
daughter, Esther and Isabel were the two
finalists, we picked Isabel and today -- God
gave us Esther! | am so thankful for her
family too. Daniel is very blessed to have
such godly and loving in-laws.

Daniel, |1 have three words to impart to
you as you enter the most significant of
human relationships; the three words our
pastor gave us 27 years ago on our
wedding day. It's “Work, Will and Worship",
the three W’s. “Work” to fulfill God’s vision
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of marriage, it is the best gift He is giving
you but it requires hard work too. "Will"* to
keep your promises to love and to cherish,
to give of yourself and to forgive. And
“Worship”, let Christ be the center of your
life.

| thank God who in His divine
providence has brought forth this beautiful
union. We thank our family members who

came from afar to celebrate with us and we
thank all our friends from Houston and
every one of you that came to share our joy
tonight.

Daniel and Esther, may the Lord bless
you with many years of wonderful marriage
to come!

on Daniel's Wedding Day June 17, 201771
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