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veminican HRepulblic Wissien rp

Ed and Alicia Leung

"By this all people will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for one
another." - John 13:35

BEFORE THE TRIP

The past few years we’ve been focused
on local ministries, raising the girls, and
being a part of the workforce. It has always
been our desire to serve together as a
family wherever God placed us. This year
God opened doors for us to join Crosspoint
Church/West University Baptist Church in
Bellaire, Texas with STCH ministries to go to
the Dominican Republic.

Quick FACTS about Our Trip:

o July 7 - 14: We'll be flying together
as a family into Punta Cana. There is a
STCH compound where our team will
stay and serve. Our 34-person team
consists of many ages and experiences.
e At the compound, we will be able to
host ESL classes, work on constructions
projects, and attend church services,
etc. for part of the days.

e Two days of VBS with the local
children

e Our team has a registered nurse and
two physical therapists going, one day
will be spent serving and praying for
those with medical needs.

e Two of the days we will be visiting
orphanages a few hours away from the
compound; the team will be doing a
semi-version of the VBS we did earlier in
the week for the children

Faith, 9, Third Grade - “l am going to the
Dominican Republic to help other people
learn about God. I’'m excited about meeting
the kids. Maybe | will teach them to catch
lizards if they are interested, draw some
pictures for other people, and play with
them. | want them to go to Heaven because
God wants each and every child to be with
Him in Heaven.”

Kate, 7, First Grade - “I'm going to the
Dominican Republic to show the fruit of the
Spirit. | was in class and my teacher, Ms.
Spencer, said | could find the Dominican
Republic on her globe. It is very close to
Florida! When | get there, I’'m going to
explore and then, I’'m going to meet some
people | don’t know. I’'m going to play with
the kids and show them kindness and God’s
love.”

SUMMER PREPARATION

Summer is flying by with summer
camps, trips to the library, and side trips to
Dallas and San Antonio. A large part of our
preparation has revolved around planning
the ESOL lessons, VBS activities, and
medical portion of the trip. It appears that
we’ll be preparing for over 500+ kids of
various ages! Recently, we were able to
host a few families over to our house to
help us. We had a very short time of prayer,
and then the families did a FANTASTIC job
counting beans, making posters, labeling
color strips, and more.

On a Sunday afternoon, we met with
our team of 35 again to talk about logistics,
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and we’ll be meeting one last time to pack
our luggage together with all of the
supplies.

Dominican Republic Quiz (created by
Kate Leung):

e True or False: The Dominican
Republicis an island.

e True or False: The Dominican
Republic is the only flag that has a Bible
on it.

e True or False: Baseball is the most
popular sport in the Dominican
Republic.

e True or False: They speak Spanish.

e True or False: This is Kate’s third
time to visit the Dominican Republic.

Faith, 9, Third Grade - “We’ve been
praying every day about the trip. We've
been buying snacks, going to Dollar Tree,
and had meetings with our teammates. |
made a sticker chart for the kids, and |
made the Creation of the Earth (Day 1, Day
2, etc.) poster to teach the kids. I’'m most
nervous about teaching the kids about God.
It is hard. What if they don’t understand or
listen?”

Kate, 7, First Grade - “I've been counting
money, praying, and helping Mommy buy
things at Walmart, Dollar Tree, and Kroger.
This is going to be very exciting for my
family plus me. | am worried about eating
their food because I'm afraid | won't like it.
I'm glad | like tortillas because someone
told me that people in the Dominican
Republic eat a lot of tortillas.”

IT’S HAPPENING!

We are leaving tomorrow, July 7th. It'll
be a LONG day as we meet at the church,
load onto a bus, drive to IAH, take a 4.5 hr
flight into Punta Canta, and then a 2.5 hour
bus ride into the city we are staying. We'll

have a quick team meeting and be
attending an evening service at the hosting
church.

Faith, 9, Third Grade - “l don’t want to
be homesick. Please pray that it will be easy
teaching the people in DR. | would like to
teach them how to draw different things. |
hope that | won’t be bothered by the food
because it might be different. I'm excited
about teaching with my mom for ESOL. We
bought a lot of stickers, and I'm going to
give them to the students who make good
choices.”

Kate, 7, First Grade - “I hope that people
will pray for me that I'll have fun and won’t
step on any rocks at the beach. Pray that Ill
get along with the DR people. I'm wearing a
gospel bead bracelet every day, and | know
that if anyone asks me what that’s for...I'll
say this bracelet reminds me that God
forgave me of my sins. I'll tell them what
each bead color represents. | didn’t know
that there was a blue one, but my mom told
me that it stood for baptism.”

MISSION COMPLETED !

Our family safely returned on July 14th.
When we heard about the opportunity to
go on the trip to the Dominican Republic,
we eagerly signed up our family. As part of
our call to raise a Christian household, we
wanted to serve together as a family, and
show the girls some of the beautiful things
that God does in other parts of the world.
Our hope was that they would get just a
small picture of how big God is. During the
trip, these hopes were met with mixed
results. There were times when the girls did
not seem engaged in the work we were
doing there, and other times where they
were more reflective, and appreciative of
what God has given them. At first, we must
admit that we were a little frustrated that
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they weren’t “getting it” more. However,
taking a step back, we had to remind
ourselves that they were just 7 and 9. At
those ages, Ed was only concerned with
toys and video games, and Alicia just
wanted to read. So, we are thankful for
what the girls were able to experience, and
that our family was able to experience
ministry in another country together. We
know that a seed was planted in their
hearts, and who knows what God will do
over the years to make that seed grow.

REFLECTIONS

Ed - My desire for instant gratification
seemed to rear its head throughout the
trip. On the first day of ministry, | was
moved to the construction team, where we
were building a new frame for a house
around a current house that was in bad
shape. | learned some new woodworking
skills, and it was fun to do some manual
labor. On the second day, | worked with the
medical team. Unfortunately, | was unable
to use my PT skills at this particular setting.
There wasn’t enough space to do an
assessment. Instead, | was doing triage, and
taking vitals, and would then send them to
the physicians on the team, who would
prescribe the patients medications. That
day, we saw about 80 patients, got their
information, and the staff would plan to
follow up with each patient to connect
them to the church. Afterwards, when
someone asked me to compare the two
teams, my immediate thought was,
“Construction was more fun.” But again,
when reflecting on the two different
ministries, | think | enjoyed the construction
because we worked, and could see the
fruits of our labor right then. With the
medical team, if even just a handful of the
patients were somehow connected to the
church, it could have just great, if not

greater, ramifications on the lives of
individuals.

Alicia - One of the family devotions
centered around the passage of Colossians
3:12-14. We were asked to identify which
character virtues (compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience) we
wanted to develop more during the mission
trip and think of examples of how we could
demonstrate them. Kate chose patience,
Faith chose kindness, and both Ed and |
chose gentleness. | challenged myself that |
would be more gentle towards others and
myself in words, actions, and thoughts
especially when it came to a spirit of
criticism. As alluded above, | found myself
being disappointed in my parenting skills
and the girls when | would witness various
interactions/responses during the trip.
However, God was really working on my
own heart - allowing me to see the beauty
of how He’s made each one my daughters
and the unique gifts He’s given to them.
There was a sweet joy in watching them be
free and to find their own ways to serve and
understand God’s presence in the DR. Some
of my favorite memories were watching
Kate join the DR helpers to lead the VBS
songs with motions without our insistence,
and Faith taking initiative and responsibility
in preparing and distributing the snacks for
our VBS kids. | also returned to my teaching
roots and loved being a part of VBS and
ESOL classes. It was wonderful to have the
girls served alongside and an extra bonus
for them to see “mom” exercising her
spiritual gifts. Praise God that all went well
and that several children came to know the
Lord for the first time.

During the first part of the week, our
schedule revolved around VBS,
construction, medical, ESOL classes, eating
dinner at a DR church member’s home, and
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food deliveries. The STCH staff did an
incredible job of allowing us to participate
in a variety of ministries for such a short
mission trip.

After a nice break day at the beach and
sightseeing in colonial city, our team
traveled 2.5 hours north to minister to an
orphanage in Santiago. It was heartbreaking
to hear the stories of how kids were taken
from abused homes, and put there to live
for an undetermined amount of time (note:
the DR government does not have a system
for adoption so most orphans remain in
orphanages until they age out at 18).
However, it was encouraging to see the
involvement of different churches and
ministries in the lives of the kids now. Our
team worked on painting a mural, hosting a
game night, and running two days of VBS
for the children. Each member of our family
was moved in different ways witnessing the
simplicity of how these kids live and
learning about the vision of the orphanage.
God is indeed moving in the DR - meeting
the needs of His people and raising a new
generation to shepherd the flock.

There are many more stories and
lessons to be shared that could fill more
pages. We appreciate all the support we
received for us to participate on this
mission trip. We're indeed blessed to be
followers of Jesus Christ and to be a part of
what God is doing around the world. T

Baby Sohiatook a liking to Ed

1l
W

Trading drawings with Edison and some of
our DR translators
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Fauthiul Before, Oppnortunities Anead

Pastor Wai Lim

This last summer, my son, Daniel and |
revisited the people in East Asia that we
served for many years of our lives. It was a
joy to visit and encourage other servants
who are serving cross-culturally, several of
whom our church supports. One is a doctor
but has forsaken comfort in America to
preach the gospel among those who have
little or no opportunity to hear the gospel.
Another is an elderly couple who have
chosen to spend seven years in their 70’s to
serve among the unreached instead of
enjoying the comforts of grand-parenting.

We also had the opportunity to travel to
a very unreached county. The county of
over 120,000 people is over 95% Muslim.
There are no known churches in this county
and no gospel witness. While there, Daniel
and | ascended, overlooked, and prayed
over a mountainous area. We prayed that
God would send out more laborers into the
Harvest Field, to the unreached or least-
reached peoples.

An unreached or least-reached people
group is defined as a group of people who
have a particular language or culture but
has yet to have a church among them. They
are also unreached if they do not have the
manpower and resources to evangelize the
rest of their people group by themselves,
which is usually if less than 2% of the
people group is evangelical Christian.

In addition to visiting this unreached
area, we also spent time in a major city
visiting many of our friends whom we had
developed relationships with in the past.
One was a grandfather who had just
returned from saying prayers at the mosque.
As we were eating and drinking together,

| asked him what the imam (religious leader)
had spoken about that day. He said,
“Peace.” | went on to share that God
wanted peace with us, but because of our
sin we had hostility with God. However,
through the sacrifice of the perfect Lamb,
Jesus, and His resurrection from the dead,
God could forgive our sins and grant us
peace with Himself, if we would only trust
in Jesus.



Katy Light Jlizot, JubEHSFT HU+/\H, 2018 £9 A

With another Muslim friend, | shared
how | was sad that | would have to leave
him and be separated from him for at least
another year. | also shared that in the last
year | visited a friend several times who was
dying of cancer. On my last visit with my
friend, | shared Romans 8:38-39 which talks
about how nothing, not even death, can
separate us from the love of God which was
in Christ Jesus our Lord. After that, we read
Romans 8:38-39 in the Bible. Even though
we would be separated as friends for
another year or more, for those who have
believed in Jesus, we would never be
separated from God and His unshakable
love. We then stood up, prayed with our
hands out and eyes open and placed our
hands over our cheeks after we finished
praying. It was such a joy to share God’s
Word with his family and many other old
friends.

EHE2HNS

In addition to visiting coworkers,
unreached areas, and visiting our old
friends, we had the opportunity to visit our
old playgrounds, saw an old school teacher,
hangout with old playmates, ate noodles,
dumplings and hot pot, and even saw the
old hospital where Daniel, Pamela, and
Gabriel were all born! It was a wonderful
reminder of God’s goodness toward us in
the past and opportunities for KCCC in the
future. 1"

Romans 8:38-39 “For | am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
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sings In Perth

Chee Siew /%7

It was a miracle! At our age...at this oil
price...during the period of uncertain
delay..., Jen Kai’s ({=8)l) first international
assignment was finally given the green light!

15

Life is an adventure down a path where
God leads!
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Where is Perth? Research showed:
located on Australia ‘s west coast, the
capital of Western Australia, the fourth
most populous city in Australia with just
over 2 million people, southern hemisphere
means celebrating Christmas in summer,
speak Aussie (much more understandable
than say, French), drive on the other side of
the road, use metric, Celsius, 220 voltage
and different plug socket, and YAY! -flight to
Singapore is only 5 hours!

sas [0 B
On Monday 15/6/2015 (another

dissimilarity here), we landed safely in Perth.

After house-hunting and visiting five
churches for one month, God placed us in a
1600sq ft, 3-bedroom apartment with view
of the beautiful Swan River. The location
was perfect! It was 600m (10 mins’ walk)
from Kingsland Methodist Church (KMC-
referred by brother Yu Teck) and Nedlands
Uniting Church (NUC) - both of which we
attended and served; 10 mins’ drive to JK’s
office; right at the edge of the University of
Western Australia; and 15mins’ drive to the
great Indian Ocean.

“Consequently, you are no longer
foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people and also members of His
household,” (Ephesians 2:19). No matter
where we are, family is where fellow
believers are: same loving heavenly Father,
same brothers and sisters in Christ, and
same Mission. As sister Adriana said, “We
have, at our doorsteps, students and
visiting scholars from oversea ‘swimming’

left and right. How can we not take this
wonderful given opportunity to ‘catch’
them and share with them the good news?”

“We love because He first loved us.”
(1John 4:19). On one hand, we were the
recipients of love: holidays and festivals
(New Year, Australia Day, Chinese New Year,
Easter, Mid-Autumn festival, Thanksgiving-
introduced by us, and Christmas) were
spent with our “extended big family”. We
were included in countless birthday

w8 3
a3 = B - 4

celebrations, welcome and farewell parties;
and rejoiced at several weddings and child
births.



Katy Light Jlizot, JubEHSFT HU+/\H, 2018 £9 A

On the other hand, we thoroughly
treasured the time we spent at KMC's Love
& Caring fellowship (X% 41#2) meetings,
NUC’s English class and monthly bilingual
service and numerous gatherings and trips.
We made new friends (many of them our
children’s age and several university
professors), built life-long relationships
(friends whom we can visit all over China in
the future) and hopefully had made an
impact in advancing God’s Kingdom. We
were so blessed and touched to witness 15
baptisms - 15 changed lives, 15 souls now
the children of light!

For us nature lovers, Perth was the best
place we had ever lived! It is a city built
around the life-giving Swan and Canning
Rivers with abundant green spaces
(parkland covers 16% of the city area with
the highest rate of access to parks at 110
square meters per person) and unique flora
and fauna of Western Australia, easy
accessibility to the coastline and best of all
mild Mediterranean climate!

Exploring the Australian outback and
National Parks, discovering and unraveling
the thousands of species of wild plants and

flowers (different Eucalyptus, Kangaroo
Paw, Grass tree, Banksia, Grevillae,
Karri/Tuart/Marri/Jarah  forests, Zamia,

wreath flowers and etc ), bird-watching at
close range (Magpie, Willie Wagtail, Pelican,
Black Swan, Ibis, Rainbow Lorikeet, Galah,

17

Ringneck, Wood Duck, Cormorant, different
honeyeaters and etc.), dolphin-pods
coasting in the Swan River, 2-hour round-
trip walks to Kings Park (Perth’s number 1
tourist destination), trips along the majestic,

untainted Western coastline and
spectacular sunsets will remain forever our
unforgettable memories.

Another huge blessing was we were
able to visit our immediate family (CS's
home-bound mom and siblings, JK's dad
and brother) in Singapore, up to 4 times a
year! Perth is so much nearer compared to
Houston! We were able to reconnect with
our dear old schoolmates as well. It's
amazing how living in the same time zone
draw us so much closer on social media.
“Lost friends” since school days were found
in Perth and Melbourne. Ironically, the

overseas visitors we received while in Perth
(which some said is the most isolated city in
the world) were much more than in
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Houston! Ten sets of visitors visited us in
2017, including KCCC’s brother Yu Teck with
sister Cho Lee and Pastor Su’s family.

“Praise be to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion
and the God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any trouble with the
comfort we ourselves receive from God.” (2
Corinthians 1:3-4). Life on earth is never
smooth sailing and we need fellow believers
on our faith journey. Our weekly
sister/mommy prayer group (with members
from different churches) was a blessed
source of encouragement to me. We
supported each other through prayers:

HFi

2018 F 8 H 18 2B BHk H
T JEWr AT SRR S S T o HE A E A
) USRI A Bt AR BB AN A5 Ay iy B
(IS EREIEIE S/ NS SN LR
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praying for our needs and brokenness, for
our families especially our children, and for
our ministries.

As Pastor Wong shared at our farewell
gathering: “Therefore, my dear brothers
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move
you. Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you know that
your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (1
Corinthians 15:58).

Now we are back to our home in Katy,
Houston, however, we believe our
adventure with our Jesus’ Tour Company
will continue... T
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