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Thankful for the Past, Vision for the Future

Pastor Wai Lim

“‘“And you shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and Judea and Samaria, and
even unto the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

When Vicky and | bought a house in
Katy in the spring of 2013, we had originally
intended to use the house for our home
assignments. Since we were living overseas,
we wanted a house zoned to a quality
school where our children could experience
American culture and education for one or
two semesters every two to three years, so
buying in Katy seemed wise. When we
returned in the summer of 2014 for our
home assignment God began to burden our
hearts for our children’s development and
caring for my parents. Additionally, there
was an opportunity to serve the Lord at
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KCCC. After much prayer and counsel, we
accepted the invitation to serve as one of
the pastors.

We thank God for the family at KCCC
that genuinely seeks Him and cares for the
body, a care we have personally
experienced. We are excited about the
opportunities for all brothers and sisters
from babies to the elderly to grow in
discipleship and their relationship with God.
We desire to see mature disciples who love
one another and make disciples. May God
bring revival to our church and community,
that we might zealously obey Him and love
others.

We are also excited about the incredible
opportunities to reach our communities,
neighbors, coworkers, and relatives for
Christ. Just by looking at the schools alone,
the possibilities to reach students and their
families are unlimited. Certainly, God can
use us to share the gospel with all the
ethnic Chinese in Katy. However,
additionally, God can use us to proclaim the
gospel to our English speaking neighbors,
coworkers, and classmates no matter if we
attend the Mandarin or English worship
service. Lastly, God has placed KCCC in a
strategic position to reach Asians in Katy
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from Hindu, Muslim, and Buddhist
backgrounds, as the blood of Christ was
shed for people from all backgrounds.

However, to simply impact Katy would
fall short of God’s calling and command for
our lives. Let us be a church where we
ourselves are willing to go to the least-

reached peoples of the earth to plant
churches. Let us send out our very own
children to areas where the name of Christ
is not known.

We thank God for the work that He has
begun here at KCCC, and we look forward

to how He will bring it to completion.T
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Home Away from Home

Minister John Chen

Blessed 10th birthday Katy Christian
Community Church! 10 years is a significant
milestone. Though | have not been here
from the beginning (only a little over a tenth
of the time), | have heard some wonderful
stories of how God has called KCCC into
existence, and birthed it through West
Houston Chinese Church. A group of about
one hundred people committed themselves
and their families to the call, and
transplanted to the city of Katy to fulfill a
vision. Many are still among us today, and
we praise God, and thank you to be our
forerunners.

Catherine and | give thanks to our
heavenly Father who is sovereign, loving,
gracious, and faithful. He has gifted us with
four children to remember Him always. We
gave our first child a Hebrew name because
Catherine was pregnant with Eliana when
we were on a Dallas Theological Seminary
study tour in Israel. Eliana in Hebrew means
“My God Has Answered.” God provided me
a good wife, a helper, whom | prayed and
waited for. After moving from Chicago to
Dallas, He provided a church for me to

minister in. He blessed us with our first child.

God has truly answered abundantly in that
first year!

A couple of years later God gifted us a
second child. We gave her a Greek name to
even it out biblically. Agape would be her
name and Agape in Greek means “God’s
Unconditional Love.” We truly have
experienced the deep and expansive love of
God.

Another couple of years later God gifted
us a third child. This child was special in

16

that during the pregnancy, the fetus
exhibited “Echogenic Fetal Bowel” in the
bowel and heart during ultrasound imaging.
Because EFB is a “soft marker” for trisomy
21 and other abnormalities, our doctor
monitored it bi-weekly with ultrasound.
Statistically EFB occurs in 10-30% of
pregnancies with Asian descent with babies
born healthy. However, we prepared
ourselves to receive God’s gift. After our
third was born, the ultrasound showed no
EFB. He was given the name John which
means “God Is Gracious.” God has allowed
us to experience His graciousness once
again.

Another couple of years later God gifted
us child number 4. In between John and
baby number 4, | resigned from the church
in Dallas. We went through a season of pain
and sorrow, and yet, relief. It was then in the
summer of 2014, God showed us His
continual faithfulness through friends who
introduced us to the Katy Church. The first
couple we met was Boon and Dian, and
then Robin and Judy, pastoral staff, and
then many others. Praise God! KCCC called
us in October to a new church, a new
ministry, and a new spiritual family. We had
to delay our move because Catherine was
in the third trimester with our fourth. The
church was very understanding, gracious
and accommodating with our request for the
sake of the baby and doctors in Dallas. For
this we were very thankful and grateful. Our
fourth baby was born in December on the
same birth date as grandmom, and she was
elated! It was natural for us to name him
Nehemiah because Nehemiah means
“‘Comforted by God.” Oh how God had




Katy Light 3l %, JFHEHRSTHELSRH, 2016 £12 5

comforted us in time of suffering and grief.
And oh how He has delivered us out from it
in ways we could not have imagined or
asked. How can we forget God’s
sovereignty, His everlasting love, His
graciousness and His faithfulness? We
cannot since He is written into His precious
gifts to us. Above all, God’s best gift is
eternal life through His Son Jesus Christ.
We are redeemed and rescued by the blood
of Jesus shed on the cross to be the
payment for our sins. The Bible says that
“‘Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13). Praise
be to God we have true hope and
assurance to live in Him today and forever.
Thanksgiving shall be always in our hearts
and on our lips, and therefore, direct our
walk!

God has brought Katy church through
10 years, and | am looking forward to the
next 10. In the short time I've been here, |
have experienced daily our wonderful
church staff, the dedication of our children
deacons and coworkers, and the love from
many parents and congregation members.
Although the church has gone through
some difficult transitions, and next year will
have its challenges, too, | urge you to pray
with me that God heal the spiritual condition
of brothers and sisters in the family of God,
and grow us up in Jesus Christ our Lord.
KCCC is in a unique place and time for the
Kingdom of God. Let us continue to be
found faithful, and so to be used mightily by
God for His glory. May we look forward to
enter our eternal home and hear the Father
says, “Well done, good and faithful
servant... Come and share your master's

happiness!” (Matthew 25:21)T
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A RECOLLECTION IN GRATITUDE

Dian Tan

How does one recollect a 10-years span
of doing life in Church?

In 2006, we moved from WHCC to
KCCC, Daniel was 14 and Isabel 12. As
middle-schoolers, they had the privilege of
having Ed as their Youth Minister. The
youth met at Roesner House for Focus on
Friday nights. Once a dilapidated house
with sparse furniture, it was then modestly
remodeled. We remembered sending them

36

there, sometimes with food trays, and
lingered by to chat with our friends, the
Chong's, the Hsu's and the Lin's families.
We thought with better facilities after we
build the real church building, things will get
even better. Little did we know that was one
of the fondest memories we had in church.
Ed and Alicia were God-sent, the children
loved and looked up to them. Often came
back with stories of them or baby Faith.
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From middle to high-schools, they were
nurtured and mentored by them in so many
ways. Even on dating (or not to!) tips and
prom night etiquette!

We remembered fondly Daniel's
fellowship, the “Caterpillar Men” and
witnessed how a group of teenage boys
gathered faithfully to study God's words
weekly. You sighed with joy when you
caught sight of them bowing their heads to
pray. And there was this big Thanksgiving
Dinner they organized for their families
every year. Planning and grocery-shopping
together, baking turkeys and sweet potatoes
and cakes... One year Daniel had to peel 36

- B

For life, we started with

ministry
Children Ministry 10 years ago. What
amazing coworkers God had given us: Luke
& Sarah, Debra, Lily, Chelsea, Tiffany and

Kuo-Shian and later Carol... With the
dynamic and child-targeted Promised Land
curriculum, we had a blast! It was priceless
to see the children laughed at the skits we
put up! Oh, how their faces lit up when they
see us in costumes! It was not easy at the
beginning with rooms that were too small
and no place to store material, and the
teething problem of a new ministry. But it
got better and better until we had our new
children’s wing and it was perfect! How
does one expresses the joy of worshipping
with Luke and the children, the joy of
teaching to captive students and at times
witnessing them accepting Christ? These
were the blessings-laced days of ministry.

A few years back | began teaching
youth, the 10th and 11th graders. It was

hard-boiled eggs for his deviled-eggs
appetizer! And between them, they had to
bake five turkeys! At the party, they would
be serving food and taking turn expressing
gratitude to their family and God. How
thankful should one be when vyour
teenagers did that for you? Later most of
them served as Student Team Leaders and
joined the Worship Team, serving the
church faithfully until they left for college.
Seeing these boys grown up to be fine
young men, to be true followers of Christ,
how much thanks ought we to give to Him
who is the True and Faithful?
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often a small class and | had more intimate

time with my female students. Then 3 years
ago | taught the 9th graders and some of
them were my Promised Land kids! And |
followed them till they are 11th grade now.
Seeing them mature in Christ, so busy with
school and  extracurricular  activities
nonetheless consistent in their commitment
to Sunday school and ministry is a joy only
a teacher can understand. You love on
them, care about them and pray for them
and gratitude wells up when you see them
in class on Sunday! This year Boon joined
me in the Youth Ministry teaching the 12th
graders. We spent many delightful hours
talking about our lessons and sharing the
truth we learned each week.

The 10-year span was marked by
departures. Pastor Daniel's family, Michael
and Kaori Holmes, Luke's family, Stan &
Christine... Every time someone dear left,
it's as though they took a part of you. The
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body hurts sorely when a member leaves. It
was painful and sorrowful and took a long
while to heal. However we were thankful still
- that God had deemed us worthy to have
these precious ones with us once, and for
the impacts and blessings they had brought
to our lives and to the church.

Lest we forget the fun-filed moments,
let's recount some of the wonderful
experiences. One with the greatest fun-
quotient was when we invited Helena’s and
Luke’s family over for dinner. After dinner,
Kenneth organized us into two teams and
we were given an hour to compose a dance
routine. We elected our leader, chose the
song, choreographed the dance, named our
team, practiced then performed. It was
super comical and hilarious! Our boisterous
laughter filled the living room! Don’t think |
had ever laughed that hard! We were
literally rolling on the floor! The best part
was we recorded the whole event and
laughed over and again each time we
viewed it! Surely God smiled on us that
night...

Another memory-maker was the trip we
took with church-family. One was travelling
to South Padre Island with the Hsu family.
We remembered how Michael taught them
to fish and how proud they were of the tiny
fish they caught for us to cook! The
gorgeous sunset we saw strolling along the
beach and the yummy Taiwanese beef-stew
and stir-fried cabbage Jennifer prepared for
us in that spacious condominium... oh that
we could go back in time...

The trip with Chong's family to Smokey
Mountain was a story-book experience. It
was there we had our first truly white
Christmas, and the ensuing fierce and
exhilarating snowball fightt How we
marveled at the whiteness of everything, the
softness of snow underfoot, the freshness in
the air and the silence of the mountain when
we went exploring. The next few days we

were snowed-in with scary tales of cars
falling off the icy road and so we stayed in
and played card games for hours on end,
making meals out of whatever we had.
Isabel still thinks that biscuit we baked, sans
key ingredients, was the best biscuit ever!
And who can forget our charming, picture-
book pine cottage with icicles-hanging
eaves, narrow staircase, cute bedrooms
and amazing views? And those moments
when we dipped our hands into the snow-
piled outdoor table and some of the brave
ones soaked themselves in that wooden
hot-tub and how we cuddled up in the sofas
to watch TV and munch snack? Didn't our
hearts overflow with praise to the Lord who
gives us nature, joy, laughter, friendship and
everything good and beautiful?

TN T

The story of thanksgiving continues, and
each year God opens our eyes to see the
works He is doing in our church. We are
thankful for the new friends He brought in:
Minister John's and Pastor Wai's family,
Carl & Emily, Howard & Atkham, Eddie &
Jeanie, Jamie & Debbie and so on. We pray
for the church to be a place that will likewise
bring much joy and blessings to these
young families and we pray also that we will
be counted faithful in small things by God
who does big things in our church; to whom

. S
we ascribe all glory and greatness... |

it
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An Unexpected Journey to Katy, Texas

Alicia Leung

Ten years ago, | was facing a lot of
fears in the midst of a new marriage and life
with Ed. The Lord was calling us to move to
Houston and serve the church in a foreign
city called Katy, Texas. Leaving the
comforts of my family, friends, and home
church ignited insecurity and doubt,
especially as a young bride. However, the
Lord brought to my mind Ruth 1:16,
“...Don’'t urge me to leave you or to turn

back from you. Where you go | will go, and
where you stay | will stay. Your people will
be my people and your God my God.” Like
Ruth, | was being called away and to follow
God’s will for my life. With a very limited
perspective, | prayed that the Lord would
use me and my new husband to serve the
people of Katy. | couldn’t have been more
wrong about what God would do in the next
ten years.

Katy Baby Shower in 2009

From the beginning, God was growing

my heart in ways that | would never imagine.

| learned about hospitality through the many
KCCC families that invited Ed and | into
their homes for many meals and small
groups. | learned about discipleship through
my work with the youth ministry. | saw godly
men and women modeling a healthy
balance of ministry with work and family. |
saw faithful servants of Christ serving in
multiple ministries, especially during the
beginning stages of the church. |
experienced grace through the many
members of our church who supported Ed
as a novice minister and later as a full time
student. | experienced kindness through so
many KCCC families who treated me like
their own daughter. | gained loving sisters
who faithfully prayed over me in times of
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Youth Baptism

weakness and  fatigue. |  gained
understanding of God’s truth through the
preaching of God’s Word. | found my new
church family to be full of wisdom and
generosity as | went through life stages
including marriage and motherhood. | found
that KCCC was truly God’s blessing for me
and my family.

Despite my own doubts and fears, the
Lord opened up my eyes to see the benefits
of a bilingual church setting, and raised in
me a greater love and understanding for 1st
generation Asian Americans. You see, | had
thought that the Lord’s purpose for me was
to serve KCCC. Instead, the Lord used the
KCCC family to stretch my faith, care for my
family, and break down my pride. | praise
God for continuing to allow me to be a
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recipient of KCCC’s fruit all of these years. family can grow in the Lord and experience
People ask me and Ed why we choose to His grace through our ministry and
attend KCCC. Our response is simple: relationships. il§

KCCC continues to be a place that our
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KCCC and My Growth

Leon Xu

Community has always been an
important factor in fostering lasting
relationships. The community that | have
experienced at KCCC is no different in
helping the believers develop deeper
relationships. Throughout these past ten
years, whether serving at FOCUS, helping
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out with the children’s ministry or just
spending time with people at lunch and in
classes, it has taught me how important
fellowship is in developing my spiritual
growth.




Katy Light 3l %, JFHEHRSTHELSRH, 2016 £12 5

As | grew older | learned how much the
church had been serving the people within
the community of the believers. Ranging
from greeters to Sunday school teachers as
volunteers, they demonstrated the way that
Christ served us. | believe that compelled
me to serve as | grew up. | started with
teaching the kids in the summers and
helping out with VBS in college. | remember
fondly one student’s decision to accept
Christ because it was during that time that |
was struggling with my faith. Through this
God taught me how even the youngest
people have something to teach vyou.
Through him | witnessed what a childlike
faith looked like and when | got home that
day | felt confident in my faith again. When |
was in high school | served on STL and
through that | learned that leadership is
more about serving the needs of others and
guiding people in the right direction, rather
than giving commands to people. In these
two ways | came to understand how
important the community of believers that
surrounded me was.

Coming back from college and realizing
there would be familiar faces has always

helped me remember the roots of my faith. |
believe that despite people leaving, their
presence is still felt through the people that
they have impacted. | hope that as the
church grows we continue to impact people
in this way. For this reason | have been
serving whenever | have been given a
chance, as | always remember the way
Christ first served us.

| have come to believe that Katy
Christian Community Church has helped me
grow in ways that | have never expected.
Some of those ways are having a deeper
understanding of God’s provision, what a
childlike faith looks like and how important
the community of believers around me is. |
hope that as we continue to grow as a
church we do not forget these truths and
many more. My experience in this church
enables me to teach others about what |
believe and better share my testimony with
strangers. My hope is that as people
continue to come to church they too will
reap these benefits.

Our community has allowed me to grow
spiritually and also physically because it has
pulled me through some of the worst times
in my life. My hope is that other people will
also experience this rejuvenation and
continue to thirst for the Lord.

Thanks to Katy Christian Community
Church in helping me to grow as a person
and also giving me a chance to serve as a
member, as | don’'t want to just sit back and
reap the benefits. Thank you again for all
the memories and all the experiences that

a5
are yet to come. |
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KCCC and My Spiritual Growth

Anthony Hsu

My story is nothing spectacular. | was
born and raised in Texas, and | just as
much was born and raised in the church.
There wasn’t ever a week where | missed
church simply because | didn’'t want to go,
or that there was something better going on
Sunday morning. | was there from the day
KCCC broke ground to begin its journey at
24747 Roesner Rd., and | am, in a sense, a
product of the past ten years of KCCC'’s
youth ministry.

something indeed

there is
spectacular when | sit down and analyze the
inner workings of what happened during my
time at KCCC. Here are just a few thoughts
about how God has used KCCC in my
spiritual formation:

But

My theology was shaped during
FOCUS. Most people would probably think
of fun and fellowship, not deep lessons on
theology, when thinking about youth group.
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But there have been times when my
knowledge was significantly increased
through FOCUS. For example, | still recall
learning about the three parts of salvation in
a small room at the Roesner House. | was a
high school sophomore on STL about to
lead a study of Revelations, and | had little
idea what | was actually teaching. So Ed
Leung sat me and the other STLs down
right before FOCUS began, drew out a
timeline, and began teaching us about
justification, sanctification, and glorification.
| am thankful for that moment because, in
spite of my lack of knowledge and readiness
to teach others as a student leader, |
received a key teaching that would be
central to my understanding of my faith
journey.

My heart for missions was shaped by
short term mission opportunities. | am
thankful for CSM as well as the Mexico
mission trip that | was able to be part of in
2009. Through these short trips, | was able
to see the world beyond my sheltered Katy
“bubble”. Not only was | able to serve in
places of need and be the hands and feet of
Christ, but visibly seeing in those moments
that “the harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few” began to stir in me a desire to see
the nations know Jesus.

My community was shaped by God-
loving believers with whom | surrounded
myself each week. The importance of
worshipping with like-minded Dbelievers
week after week cannot be understated. At
the time | probably thought it insignificant to
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see the same people each week, but after a
few years, | find that believers bound by the
blood of Christ, who know each other and
serve with one another, have a bond
stronger than | would imagine. And even
though | currently attend another church, |
know that | still share this bond with
brothers and sisters at KCCC that will last
for years to come.

| don’t believe it is an accident that |
went to KCCC. The Lord had a plan in

bringing me into the KCCC community
during the past ten years, and | can only
respond with thanksgiving and wonder
when | think about how far I've come since
2006 and what a big part this church has
been in that journey. | hope this resonates
with some and is an encouragement to
others as we celebrate how KCCC has
impacted each and every one of us. To God

be the glory! T
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Radiate

Vicky Lim

When we first started coming to KCCC,
we felt new to the church and even to
America because we had been away from
the US for 10+ years. Our children had
grown up completely overseas. However,
the Lim family appreciated how KCCC
reached out and supported us at the church.
AGAPE+ welcomed us to their MCG and
fun activities, such as their Super Bowl party,
Christmas party, and ladies’ luncheons.
Everyone was warm and friendly, and of

course the food was always yummy. Our
kids have a refuge at church on Sunday
mornings, and they feel at home in their
Sunday School classes and youth activities.
We are a family of six, with kids spanning
elementary to high school, so we take
advantage of many aspects of church life:
the children’s program, Friday night FOCUS,
Cornerstone MCG, KCCC Beyond, high
school discipleship group, worship team,
and basketball fellowship.

Discipleship group giving Pamela
a surprise birthday visit

We are grateful to be part of a
community church. It is not often that we
can be a part of a community where we see
church friends not only on Sunday, but also
during the week at local grocery stores,
restaurants, kids’ sports activities, and

56

A crew from church helped us move this past summer

school performances. It is a joy to know that
“church” is not just on Sundays at KCCC,
and we have hope that KCCC will continue
to be a shining light in the Katy

.ood5
community. |
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