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An Encounter

Vicky Ma

Darkness set in. It was almost 9 p.m. But
the second floor of Downtown Hilton was
still noisy and crowded. It was the last night
of the 2018 Chinese Mission Conference.
After the evening’s English/Chinese
combined service, people were mingling
outside the big conference room, talking
and strolling among the booths. The youth
program of the night had finished earlier.
The boys went back to the room to rest. My
husband and | were tired too. Yet we
decided to stay on for a bit longer.

In the past 3 days, there had been so
many  powerful  sermons, personal
testimonies, themed seminars and panel
discussions from various pastors,
professionals, missionaries and spiritual
leaders. | felt both fulfilled and challenged. |
was often touched by the messages, feeling
how this faith changed people’s lives and
made impacts in the world. | had questions
too. With many things to digest mentally
and spiritually, | longed for some further
discussions with my fellow believers. Yet
time went by so fast and the schedules
were very tight. In no time, the conference
was winding up and everyone would be
leaving the next day. There were many
booths set up by Christian book stores in
the hallway. We planned to look around
and buy some books before they all packed
up and leave.

People kept on passing me by while | was
walking around the booths browsing the
books. Suddenly, | heard a familiar voice. |
recognized that it was from Dr. Choi Yuen
Wan, one of the key speakers of CMC 2018.
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He is a respected leader among the Youth
ministry community, the founder of
Breakthrough, a Youth magazine and a
Youth organization in Hong Kong. On the
second day of CMC, he gave a keynote
speech entitled “Living the gospel out,
generation after generation.” In his speech,
he talked about how we should let Jesus
lead our lives and how we should embrace
the sufferings in a broken world to reach

out and connect with each other. His
message touched my heart deeply.
| turned around and saw Dr. Choi

standing not far from me, carrying a black
backpack and talking with an elderly lady.
They exchanged a few words and said
goodbye to each other. He walked toward
my direction, heading to the elevator.

| am not the kind of person who would
follow a speaker around and ask questions,
especially when | don’t know the speaker
personally. However, not knowing why, |
walked toward him and stopped him in the
hallway.

| didn’t know where my courage came
from but | greeted him and asked: “Dr. Choi,
can | ask you a quick question?”

Dr. Choi looked a bit surprised, but he
must have been used to being approached
like this. He smiled and nodded, saying:
“Sure, go ahead.”

| knew that this was not the best time
nor place to talk. People were walking all
around us. It was noisy and it was late. And
Dr. Choi was heading to his room to rest. So
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| kept my question short. | told him that |
have been a Christian for quite some years.
And | have been reflecting about my
relationship with God recently. There is a
guestion that | have been asking myself:
“What can | do to make my faith change
from head knowledge to heart knowledge?”
In another word, God has commanded us to
“love the Lord” and “love your neighbor as
yourself." Yet, in what way can one love
sincerely and authentically, not out of one’s
sense of obligation and responsibility, but
out of one’s heart and soul?

Almost without any pause he replied:
“Good question!” It was as if he had been
expecting to answer this question for a long
time!

He told me that he had just returned
from a long retreat himself, because he
needed to spend personal, quiet time with
God. He said: “Do you remember what it'd
been said in the Psalm? ‘Be still, and know
that | am God.’? Often times, we Christians
are so busy doing things for God. We do not
spend enough time to be with God. Faith is
not the knowledge. Faith is about life. Deep

faith is based on deep relationship with God.

Real change does not come from
understanding, real change is the work of
the Holy Spirit. We evangelical Christians
tend to do a lot of things to serve the Lord.
Sometimes, people get burned out. Spiritual
retreat, Scripture meditation, prayer,
fasting, just sitting in God’s presence, some
of us look down on this kind of practices,
thinking these are too ‘catholic’. But that is
not true! Solitude is very important. Every
believer needs to come to the Lord and
spend one-on-one time with Him, just being
in His presence. | have to keep myself
connected to the source of my life to be
able to serve others.”
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This man in his 70s looked at me and
gently smiled, while | was trying to grasp
what he was saying. People were heading
back to their rooms to rest. | didn’t want to
keep him for too long. | thanked him. He
thanked me for sharing my thoughts.

He was about to leave, then turned back
and asked me to do one thing.

“Would you please read Psalm 131
before you go to bed tonight? Remember, it
is Psalm 131.”

| promised him that | would do that. And
we parted ways. Later on, | went back to
our room, opened the Bible to the Book of
Psalms. | looked up chapter 131, and found
that it is a very short chapter with only 3
verses.

| started reading:

“Lord, my heart is not haughty,

nor mine eyes lofty:

neither do | exercise myself in great matters,
Or in things too high for me.

Surely | have behaved and quieted myself,
as a child that is weaned of his mother:

my soul is even as a weaned child.

Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth
and forever.”

| put down the Bible. | knew that God has
answered my question. And | felt blessed to
have an encounter like this. More than
anything, | wanted to clear my cluttered
mind, be still, and make room for the Lord. |
am a mom of two, a middle-aged woman
with many responsibilities. Yet, at that
moment, | knew that | needed to learn to
be a child again. A weaned child resting
with her mom, contented and freed from
worries and discontent, from this time forth
and hopefully forever.
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Benjamin Yeung

| had the blessing of growing up only five
minutes away from my Gong-gong (27%) and

Popo (#:). Living so close to them meant
that we spent a lot of time together. We did
many things with them from eating meals
together, grocery shopping, and when my
parents had to go out, we went over to Gong-
gong and Popo’s home.

Going over to Gong-gong and Popo’s
house usually meant that | would get my early
life dose of “As the World Turns”, Marvin
Zindler reporting what restaurant had slime in
their ice machine, and then promptly falling
asleep in front of the TV (a skill | have picked
up from my Popo).

But one of the biggest things that | knew |
would get from my grandma was her dose of
different sayings. For example, when my
sister and | would go to Popo’s house my
parents would send us with homework and
things to do so that we wouldn’t drive my
grandparents crazy. Naturally as a kid, |
wouldn’t want to do any of that work and
would find any way to get out of actually
doing it, including constantly pretending to
have to go to the bathroom. Popo knew
exactly what was going on and started to say

“w8 N ZFRFR“ (lazybones pee much) each and
every time | got up to go to the bathroom.
She said that phrase to me so many times
that | could still hear it in the back of my head
whenever | even think of going to the
bathroom as a means of procrastinating. But
most of the other phrases that | remember
my PoPo saying to me revolved around my
relationship with God. And for my
grandmother, everything began and ended
with prayer. Before each meal we were

reminded to “BiR“ (Give thanks to God)
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and before bed it was “IREHESEES" (To pray
and go to sleep quickly).

As we grew older she became more and
more interested in my spiritual life over time.
Whenever | would come home from college
her first questions for me were if | was going
to church and if | was reading my Bible. When
it was time for me to go back to school her
last words to me were usually a reminder to

pray and to rely on God "{&&zH."

But there’s one phrase she said to me, that
I will never forget even though she only said
that once. In the days following Gong-gong’s
passing | was with PoPo at the funeral home
picking out the vault and the casket that he
was going to be buried in. With so many to
choose from we had narrowed the choices
down for her and presented her with the
ones that we thought she would likely choose.
She started to look at her choices and figured
out quickly that we were mainly presenting
her caskets and vaults that prominently
displayed a cross on them. She looked at us
pointedly and said “ | don’t care if the casket
has a cross on it, all | care about is that his
heart had a cross on it” Although it was just a
simple statement, it really made me think
about the difference between “wearing the
cross” and truly bearing the cross.

So | want to say thank you PoPo for
everything that you did to serve your children
and grandkids. You were a great example of
women who put Christ and others first before
yourself. And most importantly thank you for
sharing your Lord and Savior with all of us and
making sure that we were following after Him
as well. Thanks for showing us that there is
hope, and that death is not the end, and that
today isn’t a goodbye. So with that, we just
want to say that we will miss you here, but
we love you and can’t wait to see you again.
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