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Perspective and Purpose of

Mission

Angie Fan

People always told me that going on a mission
trip would be a life-changing experience, that if |
journey to talk about God's Word with others
halfway across the globe, | might finally realize
the despair and deprivation that so many people
face on the other side. And, to some extent,
what they said proved to be true. Our mission
team did journey halfway across the globe to
share about Jesus. | did in fact realize the vast
differences between our lives here in America
and the lives of those in Vietnam. However, the
most striking realization for me is the
multidimensionality of the  Vietnamese
community. Through the people we met and the
experiences we had, my preconceptions about
the mission field and the purpose of mission trips
were proved wrong. Even though they live very
different lives from ours here in suburban
Houston, the families of Vietham cannot and
should not be wholly defined as “different”. As
we served and engaged in conversations with
the teachers, the students, and the families
there, | came to understand how their life-stories
intersect with our very own.

A few surprises about missions and the global
church stand out to me. First is that we may
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never truly and accurately depict the
characteristics of a cross-cultural community
until we experience that very community first-
hand. It was not until our team had served and
built relationships with the students and their
families that we began to develop a clearer
picture of their lives as Christians (and non-
Christians) in Vietnam. Secondly, | learned that
there is a specific uniqueness to “American
Christianity”. The churches and the Christians
that we encounter in our daily lives here in
America differ greatly from the churches and the
Christians we met in Vietnam. In a pluralistic
society like ours, we have the freedom to be
open and even to publicly talk about our faith.
Although there are pressures in our culture
which at times make being open with religion an
uncomfortable thing to do, we undoubtedly
continue to have the opportunity to do so.
Overseas in communist Vietnam, however, there
exists a real fear of being outspoken about one’s
faith. Many families confided in us about such
trepidation, about how they dare not reveal
their identity as Christians to neighbors,
coworkers, or even friends, because it would
jeopardize their job and their safety. But even
though these Vietnamese Christians face
opposition in sharing the gospel, they still
continue to trust and worship Jesus with a faith
many Americans lack. Seeing how their faith
brings unimaginable pressure into their lives, |
feel so much more grateful and blessed for the
chance to openly share about Jesus in America.

Workers in the mission field are always needed.
But, in order to spread the gospel with the intent
to make true disciples of Jesus, we must first
understand the unique characteristics of the
cross-cultural community we hope to reach out
to, as well as hear the life-story of their collective
identity. May God give wisdom to all who
embark on this journey to seek and bring the
unreached to His kingdom.

Vietham Testimony

Hannah Fan

Going to Vietnam this summer was a very eye-
opening and spiritually refreshing experience for
me. For my whole life | thought that KCCC was a
tiny church compared to other huge churches in
Houston, but when | saw the churches in
Vietnam, | realized how lucky we are. The
Christians there aren’t able to share the gospel
or even tell coworkers they are Christians for
fear of being fired. That really shocked me and
made me realized how privileged we are and
how we take everything for granted. Overall, my
Vietnam experience sparked an interest in me to
go on more missions and perhaps one day go
into full time ministry.
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VIETNAM SUMMER
MISSION TRIP

Phuong Engleman

“The harvestis plentiful but the workers are
few” (Matthew 9:37)

Fourteen years ago, a group of believers from
the Philippines came to Vietnam on a short-term
mission trip and shared boldly with me the
Gospel for the first time. Two years later in 2007,
| accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and since
then my life has never been the same.

Fourteen years later, in the summer of 2019, the
Lord graciously opened the door for my
husband, Randall and | to lead a team of 15
people from our dear Katy Christian Community
Church to my hometown Da Nang, Vietnam for a
short-term mission trip. It was a special trip in
many ways. The Lord changed my life completely
back then, we prayed and praised and could not
wait to see how many lives He will change this
time.

| have a professor in seminary who says, “When
you obey God, He makes ordinary people
extraordinary”. | do believe we had an
extraordinary team on this trip: six members of
Pastor Wai family who are passionate about
missions and are musically-gifted. Four members
of the Fan family who are very relational and love
to serve. A father and son duet of the Zhao family
who are excited to learn and serve, a rising
college sophomore James who passionately
seeks the Lord, and my family who has a heart
for Vietnam. We are all different and far from
being perfect. But these we have in common: the
desire to obey the Lord; the longing for an
intimate relationship with Him and the passion
to advance His kingdom and share the Good
News with others.

10

We had the opportunity to work with a local
principal, Mr. Tu. Mr. Tu and his wife Hannah
own a private school in Da Nang. They are devout
Christians and desire to share God’s Word with
their students. Our plans, which we had worked
out with them, was to run a Vacation Bible Study
for 50 elementary-school students in the
morning and an English Corner for 50 middle-
school students in the afternoon. In addition, in
the evenings, we would break into three groups
to visit students’ home and have dinner with
their parents. Our goal was to share the Gospel
with these families. When | divulged our plans to
a few missionary friends of mine in Da Nang, they
were shocked! In a rigid and closed-minded
society like Da Nang where the government is
very strict and anti-Christian, an opportunity
such as this is unheard of! We fully believe God
had made it possible.

On Monday morning when we began our VBS
program, to our amazement, instead of 50 kids
showed up, we had 96! Many flew in from other
towns to join us. The dramatic increase created
logistical problems, but we were so excited that
so many turned up and could hear the Gospel!
Each day we had worship songs for the kids,
biblical teaching, games, and crafts. Because of
the unexpected high turnout, our team had to
work extra hard together to make enough crafts
for the students.

Throughout the week we shared with them the
stories of the Bible, and told of how God’s plans
all came together in the end with Jesus dying for
humanity on the cross. The kids loved the music
and loved the crafts. All of us enjoyed spending
time and building relationships with them. On
the last day of the program, the kids presented
us with gifts and thanked us for all the work we
had done. Many of them hugged our teammates
and cried. | do not know how the Lord would use
this week to impact their lives, but one thing | do
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know: the kids felt the love from us, and they
know God loves them as well.

Similarly, for the afternoon English Corner
program, we planned for 50 middle-school
students and had 90 turned up! The session
began with worship then transitioned into a
small group ministry. During worship, a group of
Vietnamese students came up and sang for us
some songs too! They were incredibly gifted and
we felt blessed. In small groups, we focused on
teaching them English with the goal of sharing
Christ with them. We used popular topics such
as famous people, habits, and dating to share
with them about God, Biblical Principles and the
Gospel. | couldn’t be more proud of our team for
taking the initiative to connect with these
Vietnamese teenagers and share their faith with
them. The passion of our youth worshiping in the
school courtyard was contagious. As | listened to
these precious Vietnamese teenagers sang out
loud with us, a verse came to my mind “It is
written: "As surely as | live, says the Lord, every
knee will bow before Me; every tongue will
confess to God." (Romans 14:11)

My favorite part of the trip was the visitation to
students’ home in the evening and having dinner
with their families. We divided into three groups
and each group visited a home every evening.
We engaged with them in conversations - we
shared our life, family and activities in America
and they shared theirs - and we learned so much
about the local Vietnamese families. In
Vietnamese culture, teachers are highly
respected. Because we came to teach, we were
considered teachers and were treated nicely.
The conversation always went well to the point
that we were able to share the Gospel with
them. One night, Pastor Wai family visited a
Buddhist family. After a good conversation,
Pastor Wai shared the Gospel with them. They
insisted they believed in Buddhism and prayed to
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Buddha for blessings. Suddenly, their 10 years
old daughter, Cherry, who was in our VBS
program came out and exclaimed, “ but | want to
follow Jesus!”. It was a joyful and surprising
moment for our team. They did not know how to
react at first. Should they pray with the little girl
for her to receive Christ right there? However,
we were told that we are forbidden to publicly
invite someone to receive Christ if we work with
the school. Therefore, the Wai family decided to
let the school owner follows up with her in the
coming days.

Our group which consists of my family and three
other members visited Mrs. Tam’s family one
night. They have two kids going to this school.
The husband, a nuclear engineer, is from
Belgium and the wife, Mrs. Tam, is a very smart
Viethnamese lady who could speak three
languages. We had a good conversation about
life in Da Nang before we switched to spiritual
topic, asking about their faith and what they
believe. The husband said he believed in nature
and science. The wife said she did not believe in
any god but she was open to know more about
religion. We were able to share with them the
Gospel both in English and Vietnamese. Mrs.
Tam opened the Gospel of John and asked
Randall to explain to her what the book said. We
spent forty minutes explaining the Gospel of
John to her. Later she went on and shared with
us about her struggles in marriage and asked if
God and Jesus could help her with her marital
problems. We shared with her what the Bible
says about love and marriage. In the end, she
expressed that she would like to know more
about Jesus. | connected her with a missionary in
Da Nang and hopefully, she will join them for
Bible study.

The Fan family in our team made a significant
move that positively impact our trip. One of the
drivers that drive us around was very unhelpful
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in the beginning. But during one of these evening
trips, the Fan family invited him to join them for
dinner and they prayed for him. The next day, he
changed from a grumpy lazy driver who is always
late to a helpful, punctual one! | was surprised
and asked him what had changed. He smiled, did
not say much but simply uttered, “you teachers
are doing many good works”.

We also had a chance to visit pastors and
believing families and learned about their
persecution as believers. James, our college
student, commented: “it is so different to be a
Christian here in Vietnam. We have been taking
things for granted in the US”. It does not cost
much to be a Christian in the US. In Vietnam it
may cost you your job, your freedom, even your
life.

We finished the 10-days mission trip exhausted
but with so much joy. Pamela, a senior-high
student in our team, commented after the
Vietnam trip, “I feel right being on the mission
field...”. I couldn’t agree more. Isn’t it the mission
field that the Lord calls all of us to be in? No
matter where we are, being involved in mission
would always "feel right" because we are a part
of the “right plan”. Can any plan be better than
the one designed by our Almighty God for us?
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