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BEGINNING THE JQURNEY

Randall / Phuong Engleman

Driving through eastern Texas you won’t see many
mountains. Yet, as my wife and | drove to Dallas, a
big mountain loomed before us. It is an impossible
mountain. A mountain that we have no hope of
traversing in our strength alone. One that requires
partnerships with fellow-Christians on a mission.
Specifically, the mission God gave us to make
disciples of all nations. It is a mountain named
Money, and it is a giant mountain.

As we headed to Dallas, both of us felt a little
overwhelmed. We had left a messy apartment
behind us as our week had been filled with works,
taking care of the children and little time for house
chore. We had a full schedule ahead of us with many
appointments with friends, churches, and even some
strangers. We had no idea what to expect, but we
had high hope that God would shrink the mountain.

During the week, my wife and | had very little sleep
as our children seemed to have boundless energy.
This caused us to be pessimistic throughout the day,
negative with each other, and apprehensive with the
overall experience. It felt as if this trip would end in
failure, and the mountain would only grow bigger.
We both had questions in our hearts about what God
was doing.

However, God is bigger than us and our sleep-
deprived stupor. Our week ended with us feeling
greatly encouraged. Many had agreed to pray for us,
and several had given to us financially. We met with

two churches on this trip — one Chinese and one
Vietnamese. Both showed a great interest in
partnering with us, and they also agreed to help us
network with other churches. Our hearts were also
enriched as we met with some old friends who we
have missed dearly.

As we reflect on this trip, we felt God is teaching us
one valuable lesson. It is easy to get consumed with
the mountain and forget about what is important.
We thought this trip was about traversing the
mountain, but it was more about continuing to build
friendships with people who are interested in the
gospel being known among all nations.

We are looking for people to partner with, but
money is only a small part of that. We also need
people to pray for us and connect us to others
interested in mission works in South-east Asia. If you
are unable to help us with the mountain, we are sure
you can help us in other ways. We know God will
provide, and the best way he has already provided is
through our friends and loved ones who want to see
God known throughout the world.

Let us share with you what God has placed in our
hearts, and please know that we are never just asking
for money. What we really want is to continue our
friendships with everyone of you for years to come
and together continue reaching the nations for
Christ.

Our host family, Jane and Joe Lyon. Fundraising in Dallas
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Chee Loo AEBE

“Your daughter is a missionary!?”

“In XXX?”

“Why did she choose to go there?”

“How can you bear to let her go?”

“She is so brave!”

After three years, these questions still pop
up... especially with new people | meet.

Starting with the annual Lottie Moon
Christmas offering! in a Southern Baptist
Church in Los Angeles and then attending
mission month/conference in Evangelical
Churches in Houston, our family had the
privilege of hearing exciting guest
speakers, one after another, sharing
God’s great love for the Nations, year

15

after year. Inspiring lives of great
missionaries over the centuries were
recounted over and over. Their famous
guotes spur and provoke us to achieve
greater heights for God.

William Carey: “Expect great things from
God. Attempt great things for God.”

Hudson Taylor:

“If I had a thousand pounds China should
have it- if | had a thousand lives, China
should have them. No! Not China, but
Christ. Can we do too much for Him? Can
we do enough for such a precious
Savior?”



“God's work done in God's way will never
lack God's provision.”

“God isn’t looking for people of great faith,
but for individuals ready to follow Him.”

Jim Elliot: “He is no fool who gives what
he cannot keep to gain that which he
cannot lose.”

On the receiving end, on a personal note,
my maternal grandfather and his family
were among the fruits of these waves of
foreign missionaries to the Far East. My
grandfather was relocated by the
Methodist Episcopal Mission from Hui An
in Fujian to Sitiawan? in Perak, Malaya in
1924. He was recruited to be the
headmaster of a local Chinese Primary
School. I am not certain of his exact
conversion but later many of his family
members became believers.

Extending down to myself, | remember
fondly one such foreign missionary who
had played an important part in my faith
journey when | was young. Dr. Lucille
Ramish, an American lady, was working
as a staff, and later as director, in the
English  department at  Singapore
Nanyang University, while serving through
Overseas Mission Fellowship (OMF). |
was deeply impressed by her: firstly, for

adopting a Chinese name & 3% *; and

secondly, that she remained single,
dedicated in leading Mandarin bible
studies and together with her good friends

Dennis Lane® and his wife June, played a
major role in planting Evangel Baptist
Church* in 1977, which became my
church family.

How many of you had been moved by the
Holy Spirit and had responded, “Yes God,
here | am. Send me!”?

| had dreamt of but never got to traveling
on the Operation Mobilization Logos ship,
with its huge library of educational and
Christian literature, visiting different ports,
reaching different peoples with the Good
News. However, God did provide me with
the opportunity to go on a short-term
medical mission trip to a rural Mission
Hospital in the Southern part of Tamil
Nadu in India and another trip to Chiang
Mai in Northern Thailand. Both happened
in the early 1980’s, my initial exposure to
cross-cultural missions.

Then there was a hiatus for us, when our
energy was expended on the demands of
work and raising a family of three children.

We all know Jesus’ Great Commission
given to everyone of us:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | am with you always, to



the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-
20

We have heard and read about
missionaries, touched by them, prayed for
them, donated to them, befriended them.
But how many of us actually respond to
God’'s call to take the gospel to the
unreached?

There comes a time when we ask
ourselves: “How can we go and share the
Good News more effectively?” It's
amazing how God works when you have
the desire. A turning point came with our
relocation to Houston in 2003. | took a
break for one year and then went back to
work part time. Things started to roll. JK
and | took a course on Friendship
Evangelism, and later Evangelism

Explosion (=4&). A short-term mission trip

to Manzhou (@M 4B) in Taiwan with the
whole family followed in 2004.

Every personal calling from God is both
special and individualized. Rev. James

Hudson Taylor IV (Ei#&R4UM), the great-
great grandson of J. Hudson Taylor (&=

4), founder of the China Inland Mission

(now OMF International), one of the
speakers at West Houston Chinese
Church Mission Conference, who was
fluent in Mandarin, made an early impact
on my daughter. Exposure to XXX culture
through short-term mission trips directed
her to her place in God’s Kingdom plan.
She described this as “feeling like this is
home”, where she belongs. Attending
“Perspectives on the World Christian
Movement” course had a life-changing
impact for her.

God put such great love first in one’s
heart for a people that one is willing to
take steps of faith - to trust, to follow, to

step out, to give up, to go, to learn, to
adopt as one’s own, to advocate, to
share, to bless, to be consumed. When
God is working, it's futile to dissuade, to
try to change the course of action. “For
the LorD Almighty has purposed, and who
can thwart him? His hand is stretched out,
and who can turn it back?” Isaiah 14:27

In time, we learn to trust and obey, pray
and believe that one day,

“ ...a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people and

language, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb. They were wearing
white robes and were holding palm
branches in their hands. And they cried
out in a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb.” Revelation
7:9-10

! Southern Baptist offering for International
missions named in honor of Lottie Moon,
missionary to China.

2 https://my.toutiaosg.com/ 3£ JK

T %EF%BC%89sitiawan-the-promised-land-

of-the-foochows/

3appointed OMF Overseas Director in 1970
https://omf.org/blog/2017/03/02/thanksgivin
g-service-life-denis-lane/

* http://evangelbc.sg/who-we-are/
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Deborah Zhang/ David Wang/ Kathy Cui

--Deborah Zhang

| grew up in a Christian home back in
Minnesota, but as | learned the story of
Jesus it never seemed logical to me. So, |
admit it, | would skip Sunday school from
time to time just because | wasn'’t interested
in it.

When | reached middle school, | went to a
winter retreat with my youth group. One of
the activities that we had during the retreat
was this thing called commitment papers.
Minister Randall instructed us to write down
all of our sins on a piece of paper. We then
went down to the beach where there was
this campfire. He then collected all of our
papers and threw them in the fire! | was
confused. What was he doing? He
proceeded to explain the Christian faith to
us. How Jesus had died for us on the cross
and washed away all our sins. It just
seemed so clear to me at that time.

After that retreat, my life changed. | started
listening more and realized that what | was
doing was not the best. | shouldn’t skip
Sunday school, and | decided from then on
that | will start participating more in the
youth group and in church.

--David Wang

| have been a Christian pretty much all my
life since my parents started taking me to
church at a very young age. When | was in
church, | didn’t really care what the pastors,
ministers and Sunday school teachers were
trying to teach me. | went to church just so |
could hang out with my friends.

Then when | reached 5™ grade, | started to
care, because | knew all the younger kids
were looking up to us older kids. Pastor
John talked so passionately about how

Jesus died on the cross for us and how God
gave His only Son so that we could be
saved. | knew | couldn’t goof-off anymore.

Now | am in 6™ grade with all the other
youth kids, | really saw how much they were
paying attention. And | saw how all the
people at church were trying to lead me to
connect with God and to pray. All these so
others who haven'’t been saved would have
a greater chance to hear and believe the
word of God. Now, every time | have too
much stress | would just sit down and pray
to Jesus and | would feel a cool new sense
of warmth. | know God is looking after me.

I am ready now to let God takes full control
of my life and decided to live my life for Him.
| want to be baptized so that | could show
God that | am willing to follow Him and show
my commitment to Him.

--Kathy Cui

| was not raised in the church. | didn't know
God, nor did | want to.

In the summer of 2018, | decided to
participate in D-camp, which ended up
being one of the best experiences of my
life. Being able to see the works Jesus has
done in all those people was life-changing.

Growing up, my life revolved around other
people's opinions of me. | was insecure
because | was obsessed with how other
people perceived me and only found joy by
being accepted and liked by others.

Ever since knowing Jesus, He taught me
that we don't find our worth in others,
because God has already created us as
worthy. He gives me fulfilment and joy



because | know that | am loved by Him and
that | am loved by Jesus. | know this
because Jesus willingly died for our sins so
that we can continue to pursue a
relationship with God.

Throughout the past year, my faith has
grown so much. God has given me an

amazing youth group that I am so thankful
for. They are a constant reminder for me to
continue pursuing Jesus, every moment of
the day. More and more, | am trusting in
Jesus to lead my life, and hope that my life
will forever be devoted to Him.

Nl il e

Helena Deng

My dear Kenneth and Kate,

Just last week Roy's mom reached out and
talked to me to follow up on my post-surgery
situation. She made the following comment,
"IRERXAREK —RBEAEEER ]
FF BE" ( You were always so happy and
joyful. One couldn’t tell that you are sick and
just been through the suffering of surgery ).
Her words stunned me and made me think,
as it is true that | just had a surgery to
remove a 9cm mass near my pelvis. The
mass had been putting pressure on my
lower abdomen and caused me a lot of pain
and discomfort whether sitting or standing.
After the surgery, | was again in intense
pain from my wounds making it difficult for
me to move around.

As you both know, this whole ordeal began
when | took a trip to Houston seeking
treatment at

the MD Anderson Hospital. During my
month’s long stay in Houston, | went
through a biopsy, given a concoction of
antibiotics that took a toll on my body, and
was bounced around to different doctors. In
the end, there was still no clear diagnosis. |
felt physically weak and emotionally
drained. But despite all these sufferings that
I was going through, God showed his love
and care for me through the heartfelt
support of brothers and sisters. | was
supported every step of the way in Houston

from the beautiful smiling face that picked
me up at the airport to the meals shared
together while chatting about life’s ups and
downs. | am thankful for those who were
able to drive me to and from the hospital
and accompany me to my appointments. |
am thankful for the sisters who took me for
walks in the parks, cooked for me, and
reminded me to stay warm when the
temperature suddenly dropped. | was able
to spend my days studying God’s words,
praying, singing praises together with
sisters and encouraging one another. Even
though | was going through a difficult time
and stressed from all the doctor
appointments and the uncertainty of my
condition, these “light afflictions” were
overshadowed by all the love and grace
being poured out on me.

My time in Houston came to an end and |
traveled back to Richmond to have my
operation

to remove the mass that had been causing
me pain for a couple of months. God
continue to pour forth his love and |
experienced it in so many ways. At the
prayer meeting a couple of days before my
surgery, all the families, including children,
prayed for the Lord to give me strength and
safety. My son, you Kenneth, took the time
to drive to Richmond after a long work shift
and accompanied me to the hospital at
4:30am the next morning. | am grateful to



you, my dear Kate, whom | relied on post-
surgery care. You paid careful and detailed
attention to make sure my recovery went
well. | am thankful for all the sisters and
good friends who organized a rotation
schedule to bring me food, cards, and
flowers to make sure that | had sustenance
and strength during my recovery. I'm
thankful for the constant prayers in the Spirit
from many brothers and sisters.

God has shown his love through many
angels in this trying time. So, my heart is
overwhelmed with joy and peace by God’s
love through the care of my brothers and
sisters. What | learned repeatedly is God’s
grace is more than sufficient, it is abundant.
Hold fast to these truths that | cling on:

John 16:33 "I have told you these things, so
that in me you may have peace. In this
world you

will have trouble. But take heart! | have
overcome the world.”

Luke 10:27 He answered, "Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and

with all your strength and with all your mind’;
and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself”.

Praise be to the Lord for His grace is
abundant. Beside my sweet brothers- and
sisters-in-Christ, | thank you, my dear
children, what powerful withess all of you
have borne to the world that God is Love!

EBHEE, AERXBIRK. BEAHEREN
o
( Along the roadway of Life,

Through laughter, through tears
The Lord leaves His marks of grace...)

Love,

Your mama

AERG R
ATIHER B R BRI AEFRR RS, BSEs,

PARR TSR oty ,  BAHHARE N, S5 5 s A

RO . KDL 2 b kG AR, TE AR R A ek ik (hollycao@yahoo.com) . AEFHEEHE TR, H L
Yl b [E# 4 MuE (hitp://katycec.wixsite.com/chinese/untitied-cdue) [ 328k T #.

HhR: Pt E#H
Hhutik: 24747 Roesner Road, Katy, TX 77494
HiTH: 832-437-1998

HE (UERBIEFRAF)

Bk, MM, BRER, AFEE, FEHIR, XIghiE,

TG E: A

s EBHERL, G

** K FIREITE KB  KBFEE » 15555 TIBER I HAL* *

>R Z B 26 SLAHERAT,

2020 4745, BIOF COVID 19 BERHISEmT, AMIMAFERRE T AREEKHHANSER. BITA
EZHNEEEREESRXAML, FEZHNSRGERNAER, WEESHNEES, XTE
s S TAE. @R

FERXARERI IR, (PUHZo6) ReREE L AR SR . SORAFRTEEZBNRITRZEH. B
RMBEZERLTIERTR, REBA], EEELFARNMEMEESHASR, KB
F, HAHSR), MONVEEETR—HOE, BEEMIELERESRE.

MA RS, EERA RS B (hollycao@yahoo. com) , BMHHIFEASRK !




