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Eulogy For My Dad, Wai William Lim, Sr. (10/22/1929 — 9/21/2020)
Pastor Wai Lim

My dad was more than just a father
figure to me, which he was. My dad was
also my friend, one of my best friends.

One of my earliest memories of my dad
was him giving me a sip of some kind of
alcoholic drink. Ithink | was about five
years old, and boy did that burn my throat!
| believe | had asked what it was, and that |
wanted to drink it. Being the non-restrictive
father he was, he accommodated my
request and thereafter rushed me to the
sink, laughing, as | was trying to spit it out!

Fast forward to the 10t grade when |
was about 15 years old. My dad, because of
the oil crisis back in the 1980’s in Houston,
retired from the restaurant business. It was
one of the happiest times of my life,
because up until then, we didn’t spend
much time together, as he would be at the
restaurant from 11 in the morning until 11
at night. | was so happy when he retired
because now | could spend more time with
him. One of the traditions we started was
going to Luby’s Cafeteria after school. We
would go out and have a meal together.
We always celebrated special holidays and
events together, but those meals at Luby’s
would forge a tradition of eating together,
often one-on-one, for many occasions for
the rest of our lives.

My dad was a very supportive, open-
minded, and affirming father. | remember
Dad watching me play basketball on the 2"

floor of the Walnut Bend Recreation Center.

He was smiling, laughing, proud of how |
was playing. He showed the same
enthusiasm when he watched me play
racquetball in the championship game of
the 14 year-olds tournament: smiling,

laughing, cheering. He was my only fan at
the racquetball tournament. My open-
minded, supportive, affirming dad was put
to the test when | was in college. He always
wanted me to be a doctor. But God was
working in my heart, and by the time |
graduated, my dad could see that | was
heading in a different direction than
medicine. | still remember when | showed
him the benefits package to join the staff of
Campus Crusade for Christ. | will never
forget his words. He said, “This doesn’t
look too bad.” | think he was surprised that
we could earn some money for retirement.
And then he told me, “Son, | think you’ll be
successful in whatever you do in life. Why
don’t you give it a try? If you don’t like it,
you just do something else.” And that
would begin another tradition, a tradition
of a proud father affirming his son. A father
proud of his son — who would walk around
Chinatown speaking Cantonese which |
wouldn’t understand, and he would
announce to people who | was and what |
was doing, and he would say “Muslims,”
because | had a ministry to Muslims, and |
could tell he wasn’t ashamed. He was
proud. And when | served as a pastor. He
just told all his friends “ —Mooksie,
Mooksie,” (which is the Cantonese word, 4%
Jifi, for pastor). And to his American friends,
he would tell everyone he met, “Preacher,
my son’s a preacher. He’s a preacher in
Katy.” Just the other day, | met his friends
at the Clarewood House. “Oh you’re the
minister. Your dad was so proud of you all.
And your sister’s a lawyer.” He was so
proud of you, Allison. He was so proud of
you, Angie. He was one of our biggest
cheerleaders, and now he’s gone, but his
words, his support, his affirmation are
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etched into my mind, our minds, and it will
never leave me. It will never leave us.

But back to eating together.

When | was in college at Rice, Dad and
Mom would sometimes meet me near Rice
for a meal. When | was at Dallas
Theological Seminary, they would both
drive up once in a while and spend time
with me, and of course, we would eat
together.

It was hard when | got married and
went off to Asia, but they visited us in Asia
twice, and we sure enjoyed our times when
we were back. And these last six years here
in Houston/Katy have been some of the
best times of spending time with my dad.
Altogether, in these last six years, | have
counted that | have eaten with my dad in
over fifty-three different restaurants,
multiple times in many restaurants.

Up to the very last meal, my dad was
generous. My dad would always pay for our
meals, and even in our last meal together,
just a week before he passed, he paid, and
when the waitress walked by, he gave her a
tip. He was always pulling out his debit card
or credit card. He was always pulling out
his cash. The security guard at the
Clarewood House where he lived the last 1
% years of his life told me the week before
he passed, “You know, your dad he tried to
give me some fruit one time, and | said, ‘No
I’'ve already had my lunch, 'but he wouldn’t
take no for an answer and insisted that |
take some fruit, so what could | do?” My

last birthday, just a month before he
passed, my dad called me up, a few weeks
in advance. He said, “Hey, Son, your
birthday is coming up, we have to go out for
a nice meal.” He would treat, of course,
and it would be his last meal with my
family.

My last meal with my dad ended where
it all started, at Luby’s, just Dad and me. It
was exactly one week before he passed.
We talked. | ate Fish Almondine. He had
the regular fried fish. And it ended where it
began — my dad spending quality time over
a meal with family or friends. And before
the meal, | prayed with my dad, and we
thanked Jesus for the promise of eternal
life, for dying for our sins, and resurrecting
again. And my hope is that during that
prayer, my dad also believed what we were
praying. In the past, when we talked about
eternal life, there were times he didn’t want
to talk, but there were times my dad had
indicated trusting in Jesus as the One who
had died for his sins, and risen again to give
him eternal life. And if so, then that wasn’t
the last meal | had with my dad. And if you
too would believe on Jesus as the Bread of
Life, as the one who died and rose again for
your sins, who gives eternal life, then you
too can have another meal with my dad at
the wedding feast of the Lamb of God,
Jesus, and His Bride, the Church.

| thank God for my generous, affirming
dad, who loved to eat with his friends and
family. And Dad, I’'m looking forward to
going to lunch with you in Heaven. | love
you, Dad.
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Thanksgiving Sharing

Pastor John Chen

Other than doctors ’office visits and to
the poll to vote, | think this is the first time
I’d ventured out since the start of the
pandemic. Praise God!

| stand before you tonight to testify to
the goodness of God and to offer my
thanksgiving to Him for His mercy, grace
and faithfulness. Many of you might know
or have heard that | fell and broke my right
hip. The accident happened about seven
and a half months ago on April, the 15th.

| thank God for His mercy because | only
broke a hip! Thank God it was not my back
or my neck!! Thank God | did not fall and
land on my head and crack my skull. God is
truly merciful to me.

| thank God for His grace because
surgery with a pin and screws holding my
femur together was not needed. The
surgeons recommended not to repair my
initial fracture (Avulsion of the Lesser
Trochanter) because it is a very invasive
procedure; and in most cases, the bones
will heal naturally and reattach themselves.

But here’s the amazing thing: God was
so gracious that a second fracture was not
seen until five weeks later after an MRI
scan. You see if this “Intertrochanteric
Fracture” was detected in the beginning,
surgery would be the necessary procedure.
But because of the uniqueness of the break
and five weeks of bone regeneration ( |
believe God protected it), surgery was
optional. So it was a matter of self-care:
rest, prevent re-injury and letting the bones
heal naturally.

God was also gracious in His timing
because my hip fractures happened during
the pandemic. | cannot imagine all this
happening to me during a “normal,” non-

pandemic time. I thank God for He is truly
gracious.

Lastly, | thank God for His faithfulness in
these three ways:

1. |saw God’s faithfulness at
home in my wife, Catherine and our
kids. Every one of them had to take
up extra workloads and
responsibilities that once were mine
—from pulling me out of bed, taking
out the garbage, to preparing meals.
The kids became literally my hands
and feet, getting and putting things
back for me. They took on so much. /
am thankful to God.

2. |saw God’s faithfulness in
our church families. So many
brothers and sisters showered us
with love by providing meals and
giving various large and small
essential gifts. We even got to know
who specializes in certain types of
dishes and styles of cooking! And |
know many of them gave sacrificially
out of Christ-like love especially
during this time of the pandemic.
We are truly, unimaginably blessed
by you, our dear church families. We
are thankful and grateful to God!

3. Isaw God’s faithfulness in
our church staff. They continued to
serve diligently while | was out of
commission. They were patient with
me and also picked up the slack
where | was needed, but could not
serve. | am thankful to God.

Over the past seven months, | know that
many church families were in fervent
prayers for me and my family. We thank
God for your prayers! | was finally freed
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from crutches about four weeks ago. |
stand, and walk before you to testify that
God hears and answers prayers, and this
time, His answer is “yes!”

Our God is good. | am ever thankful for
His love, mercy, grace and faithfulness. I'd
like to remind and encourage all of us with
these words of God from 1 Thessalonians
5:18:

“Give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”.

,,,,,, ,a-/r /"
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Let us continue to trust, to stand, to
walk and follow God especially in the most
difficult of times. AMEN.
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Eliana, Agape, John, Nehemiah Chens

God Knows Everything

In March 2020, due to the COVID-19
lockdown, we had more time to spend with
our family. Our brother, Nehemiah just had
his training wheels removed and learned to
ride a two-wheel bike. On April 15 in the
late afternoon, our dad took four of us to
ride our bikes around the neighborhood.
He was videotaping with his camcorder
while excitedly riding on his skateboard.
Losing his balance in a split second, he flew
off his skateboard! His hip slammed onto a
cement curb as hard as a cannonball. The
pain was excruciating. He managed to
crawl himself out of the road cautiously and
onto the grass. Desperately, Agape ran back
home and exclaimed, “Mom, Dad can’t
move!” Nehemiah was crying hysterically.
Our mom hurried out and carried Dad to
the minivan. Dad was brought into the
Urgent Care in a wheelchair as we waited
and prayed in the car. After taking an x-ray,
followed by a checkup, he was sent home
by a nurse with his newly bought crutches.
His report showed that the lesser
trochanter was broken off completely. Dad
had a broken hip.

God is the Creator

The next day, we drove to see the
orthopedist. We waited in the parking lot
doing our homework. Our dad walked into
the hospital with his crutches because his
right hip was not able to bear any weight.
To our surprise, the doctor recommended
letting the bones heal by themselves
instead of doing surgery, which could be
dangerous. On the way home, we marveled
at God’s creation of human bodies and how
bones could repair themselves. Proverbs
3:7-8 tells us, “ Do not be wise in your own
eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. This will
bring nourishment to your bones.” For the
next few weeks, we served our dad with
nine different kinds of medicine pills
everyday. Nehemiah was the cushion
bearer; John was the chair puller and the
pill server; Agape was the crutch holder;
Eliana was the cupbearer. Our dad had a
humongous bruise on his inner right thigh
but he did not complain. Our mom patiently
took care of our dad when he woke up
several times during the nights.

God is the Healer
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Five weeks later, Dad felt new pain
developed in his femur. Our aunt and uncle,
who was a retired ER doctor and a
radiologist respectively, suggested that he
should take an MRI scan. He did and the
report indicated that his intertrochanter
was 90% fractured, but thankfully, it was
non-displaced. Immediately, a church lady
referred a skillful sports medicine
orthopedic surgeon for a second opinion.
But there was one hurdle. This doctor only
accept patients who are 50 years old and
under. The lady kindly contacted her
surgeon friend who referred Dad to this
other orthopedist. He agreed to see Dad! In
the early morning on April 22, we drove
downtown for Dad’s appointment. In the
dark parking garage, we waited in the car
and prayed for our dad. The surgeon
concluded that the second fracture was
found too late. Since bones should be
healing, he suggested waiting instead of
undergoing surgery. God does not delay.
We searched the Bible and read Proverbs
15:30, which says, “ Light in a messenger’s
eyes brings joy to the heart, and good news
gives health to the bones.”

God is the Provider

Many families brought food to our
house. More than 115 meals and care
packages were sent to our home. We were
overwhelmingly showered with love by our
church family. Some families regularly
dropped by. It was so good to see them
even with social distancing, and our
friendship grew. God even provided a
second refrigerator from a loving Christian
couple who we did not know. Our family,
church, and friends near and far prayed for
our dad unceasingly. Four months later, we
drove our dad to the physical therapy
center for the first time. It was a scorching
afternoon, and we waited in the car.
Suddenly, a red paramedic helicopter that
was parked in front of us lifted and flew
away. It was quite a sight! Almost every
night, all of us exercised with our dad. Some
of the exercises were lifting dumbbells,

10

doing squats, and walking left and right very
slowly. We became very sweaty while doing
these exercises with him, but it was very
fun. In addition, family and friends with
medical expertise and physical therapy
knowledge graciously offered helps to our
dad.

God is the Savior

“And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love Him,
who have been called according to His
purpose.” (Romans 8:28)

In the evening of August 21, Dad walked
outside for the first time onto the driveway
with crutches, while we were riding our
bikes up and down the sidewalk. Our
neighbor, Mr. E, had just come back from a
funeral. He started to chat with our dad,
and had questions about science and
religion. Agape heard Dad talking about
Constantine and Christian history. Then, we
kids ran back home to eat dinner. After a
few hours, Dad did not come back. We
started to get worried and decided to pray
for their conversation. That night Daddy
said Mr. E prayed and received Jesus as his
own personal Savior and Lord!

God is Ever-Present

Through our dad’s accident, we learned
that life is not in our control. We
understood that even if a person could not
walk by feet, a Christian can walk in step
with the Holy Spirit, walk in love, and walk
by faith in God’s Word. We experienced the
power of prayers, the love of God’s people,
and the goodness of God. From broken
bones to bountifulness, we are extremely
grateful for what God has done!
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Debra Ling

Thank you all for taking part in celebrating
the life of my husband, Alfred, with us today.
Even though it has been over six months, there
are still times | cannot believe that he is no
longer with me.

Alfred lost his dad at a young age, his mom
raised him along with five other siblings,
although she had very little means, she made
sure the kids go to church every Sunday and
stay involved with the church. It was his
mother’s determination that Alfred’s faith
began to grow.

Alfred loved the church, his life was marked
with service. But | believe it was through
serving, he learned to trust God, and
experienced God’s faithfulness and provisions.
Alfred used to work on the other side of town
that required a long commute every day. When
he was involved with church building, God
provided a job that was only 15 minutes away
from church, this allowed him to be more
available and accessible during the construction
phase of the project.

Alfred loved his family, and passed on his
faith to us. Alfred introduced me to church and
Christianity and through his faith and his

mother’s faith, led me to trust Jesus Christ as
my Savior. Together, we have passed this faith
to our children. The legacy he left behind for us
to carry on are worship and service. When the
boys were young, we held regular family
worship. Serving at church has always been a
family affair. As husband and wife, we served
together, not necessarily in the same ministry,
but we supported and covered each other no
matter what ministry we were privileged to
serve.

Because Alfred has been such important
person in our lives, it has been and will be very
hard to live without him by our sides, but |
know that God gives and God takes away, we
never have the right to own anyone, we are all
on loan to one another from God. Therefore, |
am thankful to God for the almost 40 years of
life together with Alfred as the love of my heart,
my partner in life, and my best friend. Even now
in the valley, | will lift my eyes to the God who
sees me, and | know that | am not alone!
Whether we are on the hills or in the valleys, |
know that Our God is sovereign and present
over all, and God is good, He is good, all the
times.

Ay Far ol \ead\

) Y DO NN

Jeremiah Ling

My dad grew up thousands of miles
away from where we are gathered today,
on the island of Borneo deep in the jungles.
In many ways his childhood often reminded
me of the beginning of a Disney movie, and
| imagined my dad growing up like Tarzan,
free and wild, with no worries at all.

| remember him describing how he
jumped from vine to vine with my Uncle
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Sonny, or rode log to roll down the hills
together. He described wading into the
streams and rivers, grabbing fish with his
bare hands for delicious dinner. These
fanciful stories were a backdrop for my
imagination growing up, as | fantasized
about the wonders of Malaysia that my dad
grew up in.
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However, as | grew up, my dad began to
add details to these stories — he talked
about the long days where he would work
on a rubber tree plantation in the morning
then walk barefoot to school, rain or shine,
and come back after school to work in the
farm.

He talked about days when they had
very little to eat, and always talked about
how skinny he and his siblings were. He also
told me about what happened to my
grandfather — a man that my dad never got
to know, because he died when my dad was
four years old. It was my grandfather’s
death that placed an incredible toll on my
dad, his brothers and sister, and my
grandma.

However, as bleak and terrible as my
dad’s childhood seemed on the outside, it
never showed when he told me those
stories. Every time my dad told me about
his life there was always an expression of
gratitude in his voice, to me it was a sense
of wisdom gleaned and great lessons
learned through these struggles.

Growing up | always thought of my dad
as a superhero, someone who worked hard
his entire life, overcoming incredible odds
and avoiding terrible dangers in Malaysia.
To name a few of the terrors that he had to
face, I'll start with the tribe of headhunters,
the Iban people that would kill and behead
their victims as part of their own rituals, or
the communist activists that patrolled the
jungles, armed with machine guns, or the
fact that everyday food was not guaranteed
and that my grandma was forced to find a
way to feed her children, a widow fending
for herself in the jungle of Borneo. Despite
all these crazy obstacles and dangers
somehow my dad made it to America,
started a family with my mom, and had a
long successful career as an engineer and
providing my brother and | with everything
we needed and wanted.

Yet, as much as | wanted to idolize my
dad, as | look back on his story and his life, |
realize that truly it is not about what my
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dad was able to achieve but more-so a story
of his great faith in Christ, and his trust in
our Father’s provision. In what is perhaps
my favorite story of my dad’s but also the
most frightening — in his own words, my
dad described this event: “When | was
around seven or eight years old, one
evening after dinner, around 8 pm, we
heard loud chanting not too far away from
our lone primitive wooden house on stilts.
As we peeked through the holes or gaps
along the walls of our house, we saw about
15 to 20 head-hunters chanting with
torches and machetes in their hands, gazing
maliciously toward our house. They were
about fifty yards away from our house.
During that period, all my older siblings had
gone into the neighboring town for school
and/or work and it was just my mother, my
youngest brother and me at home. My
brother and | were very frightened but we
didn’t dare to cry or make a sound.
Defenseless, my mom turned to her
Defender, calmly, she held us closely and
started praying, while all the time the
chanting of the head-hunters grew louder
and louder. We knew we would be burned
alive or killed if these head-hunters decided
to approach the house, but my mother kept
praying to our God; and this went on for
about half an hour though it felt like
eternity to us. Suddenly the chanting
stopped. As we peeped through the gaps
again, to our great relief, we saw the head-
hunters had turned and walked away!”

God was watching over my dad every
moment of his life, from his upbringing in
Malaysia to his time in the U.S. and as a
father to my brother and |, and a husband
to my mom. My dad was always a source of
inspiration for me, particularly in my
decision to pursue medicine. | will never
forget the medical mission | went in 2014 to
Honduras. On the first day of our trip, |
remember pulling up to the village we were
to serve for the week and seeing hundreds
of poor Hondurans waiting for our team to
bring basic supplies like clean water and
antibiotics. | remember coming home from
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that trip, totally psyched and humbled by
that experience and telling my dad of that
first day. He matter-of-factly responded
that he and his brothers had done the same
before, just like the Hondurans | saw,
waiting in line desperate for basic medical
supplies. | don’t believe in coincidences and
| know that God let me have that
experience in Honduras and that
conversation with my dad, and it served to
jumpstart my passion to be a doctor.

Despite how incredulously sudden his
passing was, | know that God has a divine

purpose and reason for everything. | miss
my dad so, so much, but | am incredibly
grateful for the lesson his life has taught me
— to trust in God alone, and not in my own
strength. My dad was a man of great faith,
and | think it is fitting to end this speech
with a verse, “But He said to me, "My grace
is sufficient for you, for My power is made
perfect in weakness." Therefore | will boast
all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon me”
(2 Corinthians 12:9).

Rememaramnes

Peter Zhang

| was saddened when the news of
Alfred’s passing reached me in May. Alfred
and | belong to the same generation, only a
few years apart. | saw him at W last year
when he and Debra attended a mission
preparation meeting. He told me he retired
the year before and planned to devote
more time for kingdom business, and was
involved in the local community outreach
via Light & Salt ministry and short-term
missions. The news of his passing hit me
hard and my mind was filled with memories
of Alfred.

| have known Alfred since 1995 when |
first attended W. Alfred was the key
coworker in the worship ministry of a young
church. Alfred welcomed me with open
arms. For the next six years | worked under
his leadership. | later served with him in
council until he was sent out for Katy
church-planting.

When | think of Alfred, an image of a
man with deep love and care for his wife
and sons emerged. Family was the top
priority in Alfred’s life. In the 90s, Alfred
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worked at an oil company in the eastern
part of town. He chose to rise early and
leave before dawn to avoid traffic so that
he can come home early to be with the
family. He appreciated that Debra sacrificed
her career in order to raise their sons and to
lessen her workload, he took on the cooking
part which is uncommon for a Chinese man.
And he was a really good cook! On Fridays
when Alfred was off from work, he would
take Debra out to lunch date. This is
something we are taught to do nowadays,
but Alfred had already done that so
naturally as the outflow of his love towards
Debra.

His love and care for his children were
also impressive. In early 2000s there were
groups of men over 40s playing basketball
at church after Sunday service. Josh was at
that time a skinny young boy. During one
scrimmage either | or another person
accidentally knocked Josh down. As | was
trying to reach out, Alfred rushed from
nowhere, picked Josh up, drew him close
and gently asked if he was hurting. The
tender love of a father was on full display.
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Alfred devoted himself to raising his
sons to love God by serving together with
them. When | came to KCCC for the
ground-breaking ceremony, | saw Alfred
and Josh leading the worship service
together. What a loving father he was!

Alfred was a servant leader who led by
example. | have been privileged to serve
under his leadership. We conducted our
Sunday service at the family center in those
days. Every Sunday morning Alfred was the
first one to arrive, he would set up the
equipment ready for service, ensure the
choir practice on time, and singspiration
team fully prepared. He would enlist
Debra’s help to create PowerPoint slides for
Sunday service. Those were the early days
when creating PowerPoint was no small
task. He set the precedence of “Buy One,
Get One Free” culture at W!

His servant leadership inspired others to
serve the Lord with passion and purpose.
Under his leadership our worship ministry
thrived, singspiration teams took shape and
our choir presentation was one of W’s
claims to fame in the Chinese church
community. Alfred had a beautiful voice
and a passion for singing and praising the
Lord. When he sang, it relieved people of
stress. His gift of worship was an anointing
from God and he made full use of it in
worship ministry whether in W or KCCC.

Alfred was a generous man. Alfred and
Debra loved to host choir’s year-end
gathering at their house and they did it
every year. Those were the “potluck” years,
yet he insisted we won’t need to bring food.
He would order delicious food from Jade
Village, a famous Chinese restaurant. There
was so much joy during those gatherings as
we feasted and sang praises to the Lord.

Alfred was a man of vision, he was not
satisfied with the choir only serving in W, he
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wanted to use the resources and talents
that God bestowed on us to the full. He
organized a mission visit to Port Lavaca to
encourage the local church during one
Christmas season.

Alfred’s professional work equipped him
to become an effective leader in the council
while serving as vice chairman. He was a
man who wanted to see things get done.
When the Katy church-planting was
preparing to launch, Alfred was appointed
the chairman of the KCCC steering
committee. Alfred was an integral part of
W’s growth and KCCC would attest to the
same.

When W started the “Be The Neighbor”
program, Alfred was an active team
member serving poor people in the park on
weekends as a singer, in addition to the
multiple responsibilities he had at KCCC.

Alfred has been my inspiration on how
to live a fulfilling life with eternal impact. |
have been richly blessed to have known him
and served with him. All of us wish Alfred
could lived to a long life. However the true
meaning of life is not measured sorely by
the length of our life. There is this book,
“The Dash: Making A Difference With Your
Life” - it says when you stand in front of the
tomb of the deceased, you see inscribed on
the tombstone his year of birth and his year
of death connected by a dash. The DASH
represents the content of one’s life. Alfred’s
dash is RICH. His deep love for his Savior
Jesus Christ, for his wife and sons, and the
broad and deep reach of his friendship with
many made his life so admired by others.
His life speaks volume.

Alfred showed us a life dedicated to
serving the Lord and His church, his was a
life truly lived. | will miss you, Alfred. See
you on the other side.
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