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The Path that We have Trotted

Pastor David Yeung

Looking back at the path that we have
trotted will enable us to follow the Lord’s
guidance, and march forward in the path
prepared by God.

Good morning brothers and sisters!

This is a very special morning. We are
gathered here this morning to celebrate the
twelfth anniversary of the birth of Katy
Christian Community Church. We want to
thank our Lord for what He has done in the
short history of our church.

At the turn of the century, there was a large
influx of Mainland Chinese immigrants
settling in the Katy area. Most of these
immigrants have not heard the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. The church council of WHCC
felt the urgency of sharing Christ with our
kinsmen from Mainland China. It was just
like the call from a man of Macedonia in
Acts 16:9 “come over to Katy and help us!
After much prayers, WHCC answered the
Lord’s call. The church council made a
decision to create the Katy ministry team
and to plant a church in Katy.

e The church council gave the Katy
ministry team a mandate: “Three
years to Build, Six years to Plant’,
with the main objective to plant a
church in Katy in six years,

e during Chinese New Year in 2000,
our first small group was formed in
Katy’s Highland Trails subdivision,

e By the end of 2003, the number of
small groups grew to 16, and over
200 adults participated in our small
group meeting regularly,

e For the next three years, our team
concentrated on the training of
church leaders,

e The Church Planting Steering Team
(CPST) was formed in 2005 for final
preparation to launch the Katy
Christian Community church.

Praise the Lord! Our God has led us,
guided us, worked alongside us during
these years. God also provided us a group
of faithful co-workers and teachers. At the
same time, God called two pastors, Pastor
Daniel Su and Minister Edmund Leung, to
join our pastoral team. God had put
everything in place, and we are ready to
launch our new church.

On December 3, 2006, KCCC began her
inaugural worship service at Living Word
Lutheran church. Today marks the twelfth
anniversary of KCCC as an independent
Christian church in Katy. This morning |
would like to take you back and re-trace the
path that we have trotted through the past
twelve years, and to recount God’s amazing
guidance to KCCC.

In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses gave a
series of farewell addresses to the Israelites
before he handed over leadership to
Joshua. Chapter 29 is the fourth address
by Moses, to encourage God'’s people to be
obedient to God’s covenant.

l. We have experienced God’s
Faithfulness as a Church
(Deut. 29:2-3)

In today’s bible passage, verses 2 and 3,:

2 And Moses summoned all Israel and said
to them, “You have seen all that
the Lord did before your eyes in the land of
Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and all
his land;



3 the great trials which your eyes have seen,
those great signs and wonders.

Moses started by reminding the lIsraelites
what the Lord has done in their midst --

. God led them out of bondage
from Egyptians, and lead them
through the wilderness, now ready to
enter the promised Land,

. The Israelites have
experienced many trials along the
way, but their Faithful God has guided
them through, and provided them
water when they were thirsty, gave
them manna to satisfy their physical
needs, and protected them from the
hostile gentiles,

. God has opened up the Red
Sea, so they can experienced the
miracle of walking across the Red Sea
on dry sea floor ,

o God has led them by pillar of
cloud by day, and by pillar of fire at
night.

Moses reminded the Israelites that they

have seen firsthand God’s great signs and

wonders, they have experienced God’s
glory in their midst, and they have been
blessed abundantly by their Lord God in

heaven.

I was the church planting pastor for the Katy
church planting efforts. We too, have
experienced God’'s abundant grace,
blessings, guidance and faithfulness during
these past twelve years. God’s abundant
provisions are beyond our imaginations and
expectations.

. The Holy Spirit moved the
leadership of the Living Word Lutheran
church. After hearing our vision, they
want to partner with us in our church
planting effort. They generously
allowed us to use their campus every
Sunday afternoon without charge, and
assisted us in any way possible to
help our young church grow.

. God also provided for us this
six-acre site to build the new Katy
Church. The Lord moved the hearts of
His children in WHCC and KCCC to
give faithfully and generously for the
land purchase.

. God grew this church
miraculously. In just two short years,
KCCC became an independent
church, both in self governing and
financially from WHCC.

. Eight years ago, God gave us
this new meeting place as our
permanent home. This new ministry
base allows us to do ministry more
effectively in the Katy area. We thank
God for His abundant provision.

Retracing God’s provision and guidance, we
once again experience His great love and
guidance. When we follow His guidance,
and walk in faith in the Holy Spirit, we can
clearly see the the wonderful work that God
has done in our midst.

Il. We have experienced God’s
Comfort as Individual (Deut.
29:4-6)

In verses 4 to 6, Moses continued to tell the
Israelites:

4 Yet to this day the Lord has not given you
a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to
hear.

51 have led you forty years in the
wilderness; your clothes have not worn out
on you, and your sandals has not worn out
on your foot.

6 You have not eaten bread, nor have you
drunk wine or strong drink, in order that you
might know that | am the Lord your God.

Moses pointed out to them that God’s
guidance and faithfulness not only appeared
to the Israelites as a nation, but to
themselves individually as well. In verse 4
Moses reminded them it's not that they don’t
know what the Lord has done; or that they have



not seen God’s signs and wonders, but that
they really have not applied it to their own
lives.

Moses further told the Israelites that in forty
years in the wilderness,

“your clothes have not worn out on you, and
your sandals has not worn out on your
foot. You have not eaten bread, nor have
you drunk wine or strong drink, in order that
you might know that | am the Lord your
God.

God’s protection and provision to each
individual is evident in their daily lives.
Without God’s protection, who can image
their clothing lasting forty years in the
hostile wilderness environment?  Without
God’s special care, how can a pair of
sandals last forty years? | don’t believe
anyone’s outer garment or a pair of sandals
can last forty years. Isn’t that God’s special
protection? Isn’t that the miracle of God in
their daily lives?

When we count our blessings as individuals
during the past twelve years, we can see
God’s hand protecting each and everyone
of us. Although we were not without trials in
our lives, but the faithful God always guide
us through.

. Over sixty of our church
members’ homes were damaged
resulting from Harvey’'s flood a year
and a half ago. They were forced to
vacate their home, they suffered
financial loss and inconveniences. But
with the help of our brothers and
sisters, along with God’s protection,
their lives were disrupted but quickly
restored. Praise the Lord for His
mercy and protection.

. Many church members also
experienced an economic depressed
period during the last few years. At
one point, over forty families suffered
unemployment and loss of income. To

find work, many had to move away
from Texas, some had to change their
profession, and some even waited
several years to find employment. As
they looked back, they see nothing but
grace and blessing from our Lord God
in heaven.

. Some member families lost
their loved one due to illness, some
suffered from broken marital
relationships, some have problems
with their in-laws and so on.

Whatever the trials were, when we look to

our Lord and trust that He will help us, we

will overcome.

The purpose of God’s provision and
guidance is to let God’'s people know that
“Jehovah is the Lord our God. “ His love,
mercy and faithfulness is upon us daily.

Ill. Let us be Obedient to His Will
(Deut. 29:9)

The main theme from Moses’ final address
is to appeal to the Israelites for covenantal
obedience. In v9, Moses told them:

9 So keep the words of this covenant to do
them, that you may prosper in all that you
do.

The Israelites always knew that God had
made covenant with their ancestors
Abraham, Issac and Jacob. They look to
God as the God of Abraham, God of Issac,
and God of Jacob. But in Deuteronomy 29,
Moses wanted each lIsraelite to make his
own covenant with God. He is not just their
ancestors’ God, He is their God. They will
keep the covenant with God, and follow
God’s commandment, and do God’s will in
their lives. Thus, they will be blessed by
God their Lord.

As verse 9 told us, we must keep the Words
of His covenant, and to live them out in our
lives. We must have a intimate relationship



with our Lord God, and know His will for us
as a church and as an individual. We must
be obedient to the teaching of the Bible, and
do as God commanded us, to make
disciples of all nations.

My personal testimony

I would like to conclude today’s message
with my personal testimony. | thank God for
this opportunity to share with you the path
that | have trotted. As | recall God’'s
guidance during this past eighteen years, |
thank God deeply from the bottom of my
heart.

| grew up in the church and have trusted
Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior since
childhood. | have served as a layman in the
church in many different capacities since |
moved to Houston. Many times in the past,
the Holy Spirit has called me to full time
vocational ministry, but | was hesitant to
answer His call. In 1998, | finally answered
God’s calling. | told God that | will take an
early retirement from my engineering
position to serve Him full time.

| enrolled in Houston extension campus of
Dallas Theoretical Seminary to pursue my
seminary training that fall semester. | didn’t
know how God is going to use me, but |
want to be trained and ready to serve God
and His church.

In 1998, WHCC’s evangelistic department
called an special meeting to discuss the
ministry opportunities in Katy. We were told
that there is a large influx of Mainland
Chinese in the Katy area, and most of them
are non-believers. The evangelistic
department decided to go ahead with the
effort, and |, along with Mrs. May Lee,
volunteered to join the Katy evangelistic
work.

In 1999, our company went through a series
of staff-reduction efforts that encourage
older employees to take early retirement . |
had the opportunity to complete my
seminary training one year early. After
graduated from DTS, WHCC hired me as a
minister, and | was assigned to be the
planning pastor for the Katy church planting.

| don’t know why God chose me for this
position, the reasons being:

. my native tongue is
Cantonese, and not Mandarin, how
can someone who speaks Mandarin
poorly leads a church planting in Katy?

. Secondly, | can say that | grew
up in America, and | have little or no
knowledge of the Mainland Chinese
culture,

. Thirdly, | live in Sugarland,
and not Katy, God should choose
someone in Katy to lead the Katy
ministry.

No matter how you look at it, | was really
unfit to carry the banner for the church
planting in Katy.

At that time, a verse of the Bible surfaced in
my mind, i.e. Philippians 4:13,

I can do all things through Christ which
strengthened me.

Yes, He can do all things through me, if and
only if 1 am willing to be used by Him. If |
trust the guidance of the Holy Spirit, He will
do wonders in my life, and accomplish
God’s will in the Katy church. He will be
glorified because of my obedience.

On hindsight, | know one thing for sure.
Since | answered God’s call for full time
vocational ministry, | was chosen for one
purpose — to plant a church in Katy. God
used an unworthy vessel to accomplish His
great plan for Katy.



God will continue to do great things in
KCCC. He is still calling His children to
serve in this church. Today, there are many
more of our non-believing kinsmen settled in
Katy; they urgently need the Good News of
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is calling you
to partner with Him in sharing the Gospel,
are you willing to answer the call?
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Eulogy to My

Pastor Wai Lim

| thank God for such a caring and devoted
mom. When we were students in junior
high we would have math competitions or
basketball games or sporting events at
other schools, and it would be Mom'’s turn to
drive the carpool. To make sure that she
knew the way and wouldn’t get the carpool
lost driving us to the event, Mom would
make what she called a “dry run” to the
school the day before or several days
before the event, so that she would have
more experience with the route.

In high school, we had a very challenging
world history class with a teacher named
Mr. Burton Parks. Almost every week we
would have a test over historical people or
events. Sitting in a small yellow rocking
chair, Mom would review the dictation with
us, sometimes taking as long as an hour or
more to make sure we had memorized the
notes. Mom is credited with being the first
Chinese-American woman to graduate from
Rice University, so it's no surprise that she
would help her children do their best in
school.

When | was in college, Mom would loan me
the car every weekend. She would drive
the car to the Rice Stadium parking lot and
leave it there. But she would always include
a brown paper sack of goodies from the W
C'Tol's Grocery Store on Truxillo (which
was the name of her father, William C’Tol).
Inside would be some potato chips, cookies,
soda, and last but not least, a $20 bill paper
clipped to an envelope. Inside the envelope
would be news articles which she had cut
out for me to read.

Mom was always reminding me. Every time
| left the house, she loved to ask me if | had
my driver license. It was her protective

/s, Mary C'Tol Lim
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instinct to make sure that | was okay. And if
| forgot my lunch, she would bring it to me at
school. When | graduated from college, |
taught for almost a semester at Lee high
school, which was the high school all three
of us children attended. | was now a
teacher and no longer a student, but | would
still forget my lunch. So, to remind me,
Mom would write a note and taped it at the
door, “Did you take your lunch?” That didn’t
work every time, so she wrote a note and
taped it to my car dashboard, “Did you take
your lunch?” But one day, | still forgot my
lunch, and in the mid-morning, the secretary
of Lee High School contacted me and said,
“Mr. Lim . . . your mom came by the school
office and said you had forgotten your
lunch, so she dropped it off for you. Would
you mind coming by to pick it up?”

Mom was very positive and affirming. She
would often verbally tell us how great we
were. Even in her later years, Mom had a
very congenial spirit. She never became
mean-spirited. After we would visit with a
health professional, she would often thank
them and tell them how much she
appreciated their help. On Thanksgiving
Day 2018, the day my mom went to be with
the Lord, we asked my dad how he came to
marry my mom. He said that a prominent
person in the community, Mr. Wallace Gee,
told him that Mom was the number one girl
in Houston and that my dad should marry
her. So, my dad said, “Why not?” We



asked my dad, “Dad, was that true? Was
Mom indeed the number one girl in
Houston?” That 2018 Thanksgiving
afternoon, my dad replied, “l think so. |
think so.  Hardworking, intelligent, and
always got along with everybody.” We will
miss Mom, but we're also glad that right
now as we speak, she’s in the presence of
the Lord Jesus.

o, FESTAL A0

Randall Engleman

As a kid, or a teenager, or even a college
student the way you see Halloween is
different. It is a time to put on a silly
costume, walk around the neighborhood,
solicit and eat candy. Nothing more.
However, this year as | went out trick-or-
treating for the first time in ten years, |
perceive it differently. | discerned it through
the eyes of a parent with a young daughter
and | became startled with the overt
references to the dead and evil. Admittedly,
those had always existed. | knew that even
as a college student. | just paid no attention
to them. It now makes perfect sense why so
many churches throughout the years chose
to host Fall Festival as an alternative to
Halloween. We want our children to dress
up in silly costumes, eat a moderate portion
of candy, have fun in a safe way while at the
same time not face demons, evil clowns,
scary symbols or sexy costumes.

This year Fall Festival at KCCC gave
parents a great alternative to celebrate
Halloween in a different way. Fall Festival is
not about celebrating evil spirits. It is about
celebrating the provisions God has given
us, and one of the biggest things He
provides is fellowship.
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This event though is not a one-man job. It
was not something | planned myself but a
team effort. | am thankful that many in the
church family came together to help us plan,
organize and run the whole event.

First we have the youth leadership team.
They did the bulk of the creative planning
work. Coming up with the different carnival
games and thinking through booth layout
and decorations. They also recruited the
youth volunteers to man all the stations.

Then we have the office staff. Pastor Wai,
Vicky, and Debra all played a big part in
organizing this event. Their expertise, hard
work, and their connections with the right
people really helped to bring this program
into fruition.

However, probably the most important
people who made this year’s Fall Festival a
success were those who went out and
invited their friends and neighbors. They
were faithful in distributing invitation cards to
neighbors, in showing up and helping out
and many in bringing their friends and
colleagues personally.

Although Fall Festival exists as an
alternative to Halloween, we also want it to
be an outreach event. This is what made
this year’s festival a true success. We had a
high turn up, a total of 137 families visited
our church for the first time, besides many
of our own church families! It was a fun time
of laughter and joy and of building
relationships through food and games! And
we were able to share God’s love with them.
May we continue to reach out to these
visitors and win them for Christ in the days
to come.
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