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When | was a 3 year medical student
in 1987, we faced a new ominous virus
called HIV. During that time, we were
gripped with a contagion that killed
young healthy men. The hospital was
filled with patients dying from this and
we knew little on how to best treat these
patients. As students, we were anxious
about getting an accidental needle stick
or getting splashed with blood because
we knew that was how we would catch
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the virus. We were fearful of touching
and treating a patient with HIV. We
treated every patient as though they
could have HIV and practiced universal
precautions to minimize exposure to
skin contact to blood products. As an
obstetrician-gynecologist,  though |
practiced universal precautions, | am
always exposed to blood and the risk of
catching HIV. Thankfully, thirty plus
years later, | am still here doing my work
despite the exposure risk.

Now we face another new virus, COVID-
19. Though not as deadly as HIV, the
unknown is what is gripping many with
anxiety and fear of catching the virus.
We are instructed to practice social
distancing to help decrease our chances
of getting and spreading the virus. We
are instructed to wash or sanitize our
hands. We are asked to wear a face
mask. The healthcare professionals are
trying to minimize contacts by seeing
patients via Zoom or the telephone.

In the Bible, leprosy was the scourge of
that time. Lepers were ostracized and
made to live outside of communities and
separated from their families. They were
abused and mistreated and labelled
“‘“UNCLEAN”. No one wanted to go near
or touch them in fear that they would
catch leprosy.

However, in Matthew 8:1-3 it says,
‘When Jesus came down from the
mountain, great crowds followed
him. And then a leper approached, did
him homage, and said, “Lord, if you
wish, you can make me clean.”He
stretched out his hand, touched him,
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and said, “ will do it. Be made clean.
His leprosy was cleansed immediately.”

The amazing thing about this story is
Jesus did not practice social distancing.
He did not use Purell hand sanitizer. He
did not Zoom chat with the leper. Jesus

went right up to the leper and
TOUCHED him to heal him.
As a healthcare professional, I am

obligated to heed the recommendations
of the medical experts and follow the
guidelines that are given to me to
protect my patients. However, like
Jesus, rather than recoiling from those
who have contagions, | need to draw
close to them.

So, | should wear my face mask. |
should practice good hand hygiene. |
should use zoom calls when possible.
But | can also confidently see patients
face to face. | can touch my patients. |
can embrace my patients to give them
assurance that | care and am not afraid
of them.

So what advice do | give the anxious
patient? My advice to the patient is to
use the necessary precautions, but not
to allow their fears to debilitate their
judgment. As the apostle Paul says in
the Scripture, " Imitate me, as | imitate
Christ " (1 Corinthians 11:1). | would like
to ask the patients and readers of this
article to follow my example and the
examples of my colleagues. We are
cautious, but we are not afraid.
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One Mask

Nina Tang

In April this year, a retired farmer from
Kansas sent an N95 respirator to the
governor of New York, asking him to
give it to a doctor or a nurse. The
governor was so touched by his letter
and thoughtfulness that he publicly
acknowledged the farmer during his
daily coronavirus briefing. A single
respirator may not seem like much, but
it is the thought that counts. In times of
widespread panic-buying and hoarding,
we are blessed by people who selflessly
share their resources with others. As we
are reminded in Philippians 2:4, “not
looking to your own interests but each of
you to the interests of the others.”

Since the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemics, there has been a severe
shortage of N95 respirators in hospitals
nationwide. | felt burdened to help the
hospital where | work. Knowing that |
could do little by myself, | decided to
mobilize more people to donate N95
respirators by sharing with our Esther
Sisters fellowship group about my
hospital's needs. To my amazement, |
received a total of 220 respirators in less
than two weeks. | can’t say thank you
enough to all the donors! God is good!

| am grateful to the sisters who shared
about my “mask drive” with others.
Because of their word-of-mouth

N
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referrals, | received respirators from
brothers and sisters, some | didn’t even
know previously. Others informed me of
the various organizations that were
donating medical supplies to local
hospitals. | immediately referred them to
my hospital for follow-up. One of the
organizations was Ocean University of
China Texas Alumni group. | would like
to give them a big shout-out for donating
150 respirators!

A special note of gratitude to Pastor
Keh-Shiun Tan too for his donation. Our
hospital’'s supply chain director was
ecstatic to receive the small-size
respirators that Pastor Tan had bought
during his road trip to Dallas. These
were nearly impossible to find.
Praise God for His timely provision
through Pastor Tan!

Lastly, let us encourage one another to
press on with good works, be it the
giving of time, money or masks:

“Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians
9:7)

May God bless His people!
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The Jungle Boy

and His Mother’s Prayers
Alfred Ling

(This article first appeared in Katy Light
Magazine Issue 53, December 2019)

My grandfather left Putian, Fujian
province, China about a hundred years
ago when he was just a teenager and
began his adventurous life on a giant
island called Borneo. He settled down in a
very small village in Sarawak, Malaysia
and started a family with eight children,
five sons and three daughters, and my
father was his firstborn. They lived in a
humble wooden house built by the family
in the jungle of Borneo. My grandfather
was a Christian when he left China and he
kept his faith living in Sarawak. Later, he
donated a piece of land adjacent to his
own property and helped with building the
first church, and started the first Sunday
worship with his own family of eight after
the church was built. When Dr. John Sung
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(SR 15 §1 18 I), the legendary missionary

from Putian visited Borneo for evangelical
events, my grandfather joined Dr. Sung’s
team and went out to the villages to
spread the gospel. My own father was
converted to Christianity by Dr. Sung.

My mother was born in Putian, China too
and became a Christian when she was in
China. One vivid image | have of my
mother is her holding the Bible in a family
portrait taken back in China when she
was a young girl, about eighty years ago.
My mother moved to Borneo as part of an
arranged marriage to my father. At the
age of 16, she left her family, friends and
everything that was familiar to her in
China to start a new life with a stranger,
i.e. my father in a strange new place in
the jungle on the island of Borneo. My
parents had six children, five boys and a
girl, 1 am their fifth child. Together, my
family carved out a life in the jungle, poor
by any standards, a hard-working and
tight-knit unit.

Life in the jungle was extremely
challenging. Food was scarce, what we
had was barely enough to feed the entire
family; we were lacking the basic
necessities such as food, clothing, shoes,
clean water (only well water is available)
and electricity (we used kerosene lamps).
There were times when we were not sure
where our next meal would come from.
Life was already difficult for my family in
the jungle and then tragedy struck—my
father fell very ill and passed away when |
was 4 years old and my younger brother
was only 2, leaving my mother, a widow
with six hungry children to feed and to
provide for. This quiet young widow of an
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arranged marriage was now forced to
provide for six children all on her own
without any college degree or skills, living
in the treacherous jungle of Borneo.

Rooted by her strong faith in God, my
mother never re-married and she was
actively involved in church. She always
made sure all her six kids go to church in
the village every Sunday, rain or shine,
and sometimes Saturday. We studied the
Bible, sang praise songs and listened to
the messages during Sunday schools; we
were happy and content. Growing up,
church was literally a home away from
home. Our happiest days of the week
were Saturdays and Sundays because
Monday to Friday we had to rise before
dawn to go to the field to tap and collect
the tree saps from the rubber trees or
hand-pick the peppercorns, and etc. to
supplement the income. Although | do not
remember the exact moment or a specific
event related to my conversion but the
love for Christ was something my mother
has modeled and emphasized for my
family all of my life. 1 remember | was
baptized when | was in grade-school and
decided to follow and trust Jesus the rest
of my life.

Growing up in the small village in the
jungle, we have many memories of how
God protected and provided for us, and |
want to share three of them:

1. The Head-hunters of Borneo

Living in the jungle of Borneo, we heard of
bloodcurdling stories of head-hunting by
the natives. There are several indigenous
tribes living in the island and some tribes,
like the Iban, hunted human heads ie
keeping and preserving the skulls after
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killing the victims. Some tribes did it for
rite of passage reason, others for
ceremonial purpose. To this day they still
exist in the jungles of Borneo and some of
the skulls can still be found hanging on
the roof-rafters in the long houses where
they live.

When | was around 7 or 8 years old, one
evening after dinner, around 8pm, we
heard loud chanting not too far away from
our lone primitive wooden house on stilts.
As we peeked through the holes or gaps
along the walls of our house, we saw
about 15 to 20 head-hunters chanting with
torches and machetes in their hands,
gazing maliciously toward our house.
They were about fifty yards away from our
house. During that period, all my older
siblings had gone into the neighboring
town for school and/or work and it was
just my mother, my youngest brother and
me at home. My brother and | were very
frightened but we didn’t dare to cry or
make a sound. Defenseless, my mom
turned to her Defender, calmly, she held
us closely and started praying, while all
the time the chanting of the head-hunters
grew louder and louder. We knew we
would be burned alive or killed if these
head-hunters decided to approach the
house, but my mother kept praying to our
God; and this went on for about half an
hour though it felt like eternity to us.
Suddenly the chanting stopped. As we
peeped through the gaps again, to our
great relief, we saw the head-hunters had
turned and walked away!

We truly believe God listened to my
mother’s prayers that particular terrifying
night and sent His angels from heaven to
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protect us from great harm and deliver us
from the hands of the head-hunters.

2. The Communist Insurgents Invading
the Village

Growing up on the island of Borneo in the
1960’s era, we have many communist
insurgents hiding in small villages or in the
jungle to avoid being captured by the
government armies. These insurgents
were famous for executing or killing those
who supported the government or
opposed their political beliefs. Many
nights we could hear gunshots from the
insurgents hiding in the jungle and then
the loud cannon-shots made by the
government armies in retaliation on the
outskirt of the jungle. We often see these
insurgents carrying assault rifles walking
along the road in front of our house,
especially during the early mornings.
There were nights when some of the
insurgents were literally hiding or
ransacking directly below our house (our
house was built on wooden stilts);
possibly looking for something to eat. No
matter how frightened we were, we
always find comfort and courage when my
mother would turn to God and plead for
His protection. We knew these insurgents
could kill or capture us if they chose to;
but even more so, | know that through my
mother’s prayers, God would protect us.

3. The Desire of My Grandfather

A few years after my father passed away,
when | was around 8 years old, the
conditions of our life in the village grew
increasingly harsh. One afternoon out of
the blue, my grandfather told my mother
that he is taking my younger brother and
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me away from her, to bring us back to
China. He believed China can provide a
better life for us (and this was about fifty
years ago). The idea arose out of his
supposed good intention of lessening my
mother’s burden, not having to take care
of my brother and me. However my
mother refused, full of God’s wisdom and
courage, she insisted on keeping the
family together, no matter how tough it is.
Her perceived insubordination, going
against my grandfather’s will, angered him
and created severe friction between them
for years. Later | learned that my
grandfather had planned for my brother
and | to be adopted by a family in China.

The visit to my ancestral home in China
this past April brought many closures, as |
visited my grandfather’s grave, his old
church and our ancestral home standing
right next to the church. We also met our
83 years-old auntie (the wife of my
youngest uncle) whom | had never met. |
do not know how my life would turn out to
be, being adopted by a stranger in China
or how we would suffer in the midst of the
Cultural Revolution, but | am deeply
thankful for my mom’s decision, her God-
given wisdom and her resolve.

My mother was poor in a worldly sense,
but because of her faith in God, she was
rich and possessed everything. My
mother was simple with little education,
but because of her dependence on God,
she was wise. | never heard my mother
complained but I often heard her praying
to God. She kept her faith till she went to
be with the Lord last year at the age of 96
and | will always remember those long
hours my mother spent on her knees
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praying, mostly interceding for her
children. Her prayers and her faith not
only helped her endured the hardscrabble
life as a widow in Borneo but they have
significantly impacted her children and her
grandchildren as well.

Growing up in a small village in the jungle
of Borne, we did not have much but we
still dreamed big dreams, yet we learned
from my mother to trust in God’s leading
and sovereignty. The difficulties and
challenges we faced each day, every step
we took, every journey we embarked,
Jesus is always there to lead us through
and at the same time, preparing us for the
next one. He provides and He protects
for He is good and faithful. By God’s
grace, all my brothers and sister were
baptized and became followers of Christ
while we were in Borneo, all of us
received good education abroad and all
were blessed with strong and stable
family as adults.

As a widow living in the jungle, these
verses always encouraged my mom in her
moments of need and on her most difficult
days:

e Psalm 121: 1-2 “ will lift up my
eyes to the mountains, from where
shall my help come from? My help
comes from the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.”

e Matthew 6:33 “But seek first His
kingdom and His righteousness,
and all these things will be added
to you.”

My wife, Debra had also been touched by
my mother’s unwavering faith. Together
as parents, we hope and pray that we had
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passed this legacy of faith onto our two
sons, Josh and Jeremiah. May they
experience the power of prayers and the
reality of living a kingdom life filled with
God'’s love, just like their grandmother.
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“ Babi,

you soon!”

love you, and I will see
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From Jungle to Paradise —
Journey of Faith

Debra Ling

Alfred and | retired in July 2019. We
dreamed of traveling the world, pursuing
hobbies, and, most of all, serving the
church together in years to come. In the
months following our retirement, we spent
our time learning through Bible studies,

going on short term missions, and
enjoying biking and staying active
together. We also served in various

ministries, including worship, children, and
outreach ministries at our church and
other organizations, all while seeking
God’s leading in this next chapter of our
lives.

Just as we were beginning to enjoy this
new routine, Alfred came down with a
fever in March of 2020. For several
stressful weeks, we went from being
concerned that he had COVID-19 (which
he tested negative for) to undergoing CT
scans that led to a cancer diagnosis in
late April. On May 16, he passed away
after a brief struggle with stage IV bile
duct cancer.
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Since the diagnosis, our entire world
seems to have been turned upside down
and the things we knew and held dear
were shattered to pieces. Alfred went from
being a healthy and active person (even
his physician often joked about being
envious of Alfred's health) to a person
deteriorating by the day. On top of this,
due to a recent switch of our medical
insurance provider, we ran into the
potential of not having medical coverage,
which is a daunting risk in cancer
treatment. Fear and anxiety gripped our
hearts intensely during this time, yet
God’'s presence steadied us and His
words strengthened and encouraged us:

“and the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:7

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, though the earth give way and
the mountains fall into the heart of the
sea, though its waters roar and foam and
the mountains quake with their surging.”
Psalm 46:1-3

By depending on Him and resting in His
words and His promises, not only were we
able to press on, we began to see God
working, even in the midst of a global
pandemic and a personal storm brewing
at home.

At times, circumstances were frustrating,
as the pandemic seemed to slow the
process of getting Alfred proper care and
treatment for his advanced cancer.
However, because of the pandemic, the
boys were home throughout the entire
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ordeal due to the “stay home, work safe”
county ordinance. As a family, we were
able to lean on one another during this
time and stay by Alfred’s side to care and
spend time with him. Even after Alfred’s
passing, we are able to grieve and adjust
to the new normal together as a family.

Alfred was scheduled to begin
chemotherapy on May 12, but instead
went to the ER the day before due to
alarming bloodwork results he had done
in preparation for chemo. He was later
admitted to the ICU. For the next three
nights, he was alone in the hospital due to
COVID-19 restrictions. With his weakened
condition, we feared that we would not
see him again. In God's mercy and
blessing, Alfred was able to be discharged
from the hospital, spending his last nights
on Earth at home with the family.

From his diagnosis to his passing, the
entire ordeal was so incredibly short. Yet,
as sudden and shocking as it was, it was
by God’s grace that we did not have to
witness him suffer the side effects of
chemo and that we got to spend intimate
moments together as a family.

During this time, God’s faithfulness in His
provision and protection became evident
through other ways as well. We give
thanks to God that the insurance
company did come through at the end.
Even though the insurance provider was
not the easiest to work with, God filled
that gap through physicians, friends,
extended families, etc. that stood with us
to provide information, guidance, and love
as we tried to find the best treatment for
Alfred’s cancer.
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The overwhelming support of our
extended families, our brothers and
sisters at KCCC, WHCC, and others, and
our Agape+ small group, taught us how to
love and to be loved. Many covered and
carried us in prayers, provided food and
supplies, and truly embodied Christ's
grace and provision through their love and
support.

Alfred never shed a tear during this time.
He trusted in God’s sovereignty — that He
is the God who gives and who takes
away. He had full confidence that he was
going home to his Heavenly Father. This
assurance gave us hope and peace. One
of his last words was “I'll see you soon”!

Indeed, Alfred is now in paradise with God
waiting for us — neither because he was a
perfect man nor because he earned his
passage into heaven - but simply
because Alfred ACCEPTED Jesus as his
Lord and Savior and BELIEVED in God
who is perfect in His righteousness,
holiness, love, wisdom, goodness,
strength and power, and “The LORD is the
everlasting God, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin...”
(Exodus 34:6-7)

Today, | am left alone without the love of
my life. So now what do | do? | know in
my heart that God is still good, but the
grief is so real and many days | find
myself still in shock that Alfred was taken
from us in such a short time span. Even
though | prayed to God thousands of
times not to take Alfred from us, pleaded
with Him that “I am not ready,” God had
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different plans. Yet | hold on to the truth
that:

*[The] Lord is God, and His plans and
reasons are deeper and higher and
broader than we can comprehend.

God's purpose is unfolding, and | cannot
hinder it.

God's plan is incredible, and I will not
comprehend it.

God's reproof is reliable, and | dare not
ignore it.

God's way is best, and | must not resist it.

“+or my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares
the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts. “Isaiah 55:8-9

In my despair and anger, even when |
raise my fists to God, | know that | can
hold God accountable and that He will
make all things clear with His purpose and
His plan — maybe not today, but one day
for sure.

God has certainly made clear His plan for
Alfred and has received my husband
home. He is truly “retired” from the labor
and suffering of this world. Even though
he is not physically with us, we pray that
his faith in God would continue to touch
those who knew him and to live on in our
children. Me on the other hand... | will
continue to seek God’'s leading for the
next chapter of my life, whether it is one
day, one month, one year or more. As a
widow, the love and legacy that my
mother-in-law passed on to Alfred lives in
me now. | do not know what lies ahead,
but I will learn to find strength and comfort
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in the verses that encouraged my mother-
in-law in her moments of need:

1 will lift up my eyes to the mountains,
from where shall my help come? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven
and earth.” Psalm 121: 1-2

“But seek first His kingdom and
His righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.”
Matthew 6:33

Weeping may last through the night, but
joy comes with the morning. ~ “Babi, love
you and | will see you soon!”

* Taken from “Great Days with the Great
Lives” by Charles R. Swindoll. Copyright ©
2005 by Charles R. Swindoll, Inc

Our Jundle Boy has joined the
Heavenly Choir

- In Memory of Brother Alfred

Jen Kai Chen Chee Siew Loo

"Then | heard every creature in heaven and
on earth and under the earth and on the
sea, and all that is in them, saying: “To him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
praise and honor and glory and power,
forever and ever!” (Revelation 5:13, NIV)

Many years down the road, when we look
back, we will remember 2020 as the year
of the COVID -19 pandemic, which had
ravaged the lives of millions and forever
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altered the landscape of our existence.
Etched in our memory as well, will be the
last image of our dear brother Alfred
worshipping, with such joy, as always, on
his guitar, in one of Katy Christian
Community Church’s first live-streaming
Sunday services!, implemented in line
with the stay-at-home order issued
throughout the country. In a remarkably
short span of two months, the news came
- so abruptly and unbelievably - that our
brother Alfred had succumbed to end-
stage cancer. We were shocked, and
deeply saddened. Yet we were comforted
and filled with assurance, knowing that he
was freed of his frail, decaying earthly
form; that he had entered into the glorious
presence of our God and King and found
eternal peace at last. At the same time
however, we were left with a void- not
having said our last goodbye, or being
able to hug our beloved sister Debra and
the boys; only watching the Memorial
Service online, from afar. Sad that such
was the state of affair due to social
distancing and restriction on gathering,
guidelines issued by government officials
in response to the pandemic.

In last year's December issue of Katy
Light?, Alfred had titled his article "The
Jungle Boy and His Mother's Prayers.” It
all began with the faith, love and prayers
of his great mother that brought his family
through many hardships and adversities
when he was young. That same faith and
example had taught Alfred to love God
and people, and also to serve God and
people throughout his life.

We came to know brother Alfred better
after we moved from West Houston
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Chinese Church when we co-labored in
planting Katy Church in 2006. He had a
quiet and calm personality but you could
see his fun-loving side through his smile
and bursts of laughter. We remembered
his specialty potluck dish -Texas brisket -
in those days. We were impressed with
the care and meticulous planning he put
into the church building project. We were
forever grateful that for the benefit of us
badminton enthusiasts, besides the usual

basketball and volleyball courts, he
integrated badminton courts in the
blueprint of the multipurpose hall.

Music was, without question, brother

Alfred’s greatest passion; and worship, his
outstanding spiritual gift. You would find
him many-a-times in the worship team,
leading during bilingual services, playing
the guitar, or singing in harmony. It was
good to see him and Debra serving
together in this area; a special loving bond
between this beautiful couple.
Participating in a short-term mission last
year, involving praise and worship, must
have been a highlight for him.

Brother Alfred’s retirement for the last two
years was a Christ-centered model for us
who are nearing retirement age. He
expanded his ministry in church and
engaged in social works in the city.
Service was his other passion - be it
reaching out to the homeless in inner city
Houston; volunteering in Light and Salt
Association (Jt #h 1 ); participating in
donation relief efforts for the families
affected by the recent pandemic; involving
Agape, his small group, in Katy Christian
Ministries; or teaching conversational
English to recent immigrants. It was
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wonderful that he did some traveling too,
including an opportunity to visit his old
ancestral home in China. It would be good
for us to pick up cycling too, like him, as a
form of exercise, but definitely not the MS
150!

Lastly, brother Alfred’s love and kindness
towards people shone through when we
saw him patiently attending to his elderly
mom when she was with us, or sitting with
senior brother Cheng (%2 k%) Sunday
after Sunday at church service. Bless your
soul, brother Alfred!

We love you and miss you, dear brother
Alfred. As we sang 10,000 Reasons
(Bless the Lord)? for Sunday worship, the
day after brother Alfred passed away, the
third verse brought a picture of him in his
last days, or any one of us when we are
near to finally meet our Maker and Lord.

And on that day
When my strength is failing
The end draws near
And my time has come
Still my soul will
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Sing Your praise unending
Ten thousand years
And then forevermore

As Joshua, brother Alfred’s elder son,
shared with confidence at his Memorial
Service, “We haven’t lost our dad. We
know exactly where he is.” Yes, dear
brother Alfred, keep on singing. Keep up
the praise and worship above! We will see
you again.

May 24, 2020

1. KCCC Sunday service 3/22/20
https://youtu.be/OSg3IWEIFHA

2. Katy Light 2019 December issue
http://chinese.katyccc.org/katy-light/
3.10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)
https://youtu.be/DXDGE _IRIOE
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Pastor John M. Chen

‘As for me, | shall behold your face in
righteousness; when | awake, | shall be
satisfied with your likeness.” (Psalm
17:15, ESV)

| will never forget Mr. Alfred whose
complete satisfaction was in Jesus. “Mr.
Alfred” was how his 3rd grade Sunday
school students affectionately called
him.

God’s providence has always come
together at their appointed time. For a
while, I've been evaluating to change
the Sunday school curriculum for the
upper elementary. They need better
systematic learning to be prepared and
released into Junior High School. The
5th grade class started apologetics and
biblical worldview two years ago, and in
the 2019-20 school year the target was
the 3rd graders. They can acquire the
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basic Bible study method, so they may
study God’s Word in depth and develop
discernment.

In the summer of 2019, Catherine and |
prayerfully invited Alfred and Debra to
co-labor in the Children Ministry as
Sunday school teachers. They prayed,
and confirmed with an exciting yes! We
were just as thrilled or even more
because they affirmed the vision of long-
term commitment in teaching the Word
of God, and valued laying a good
foundation for children. Debra taught
2nd graders, and Alfred taught 3rd
graders; both committed to teach for
three quarters, one whole school year. |
introduced Alfred the “Inductive Bible
Study for Kids” written by Kay Arthur. He
excitedly adopted the new curriculum,
and took the challenge to teach a very
active class of fifteen students.
Enthusiastically, our daughter Agape
told us every week about what she
learned from the Bible passages, hymn
singing, and the enjoyment of the
orderly class atmosphere.

On February 29, 2020, we held a
training and fellowship for the upcoming
Spring Quarter teachers. There were a
total of 18 teachers/TAs in attendance,
most of them new co-laborers. Alfred
was invited to speak on how he
managed the classroom, especially with
a few very hyperactive boys. Alfred
spoke with a smile of joy as he
recounted and reminisced about his
class. He said (paraphrased), “l just
want to share Jesus with them. They are
eager to learn. Just be patient with
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them; a lot of patience. As a teacher,
you need to prepare the lesson ahead of
time. Meditate on the Bible, and think
how you are going to teach it. | spend a
lot of time preparing and thinking
throughout the weeks. My wife Debra
and | pray for the kids by name each

week....” His words revealed true
fulfillment in teaching children. All
attendees were deeply  moved,

encouraged and uplifted to love the
children, and teach them the Word of
God.

Alfred did not complain or show his
frustration of his challenging class.
Instead, he looked beyond the barriers.
He simply trusted that the Holy Spirit
could work in the children’s hearts to
truly love Jesus and know God. His
message manifested his complete
satisfaction in Jesus. | will always
remember Alfred’s remark, a resonance
of the glory and the presence of the
living and loving God.

Alfred was a friend, Sunday school
teacher, co-laborer for the souls of our
kids, and a brother in Jesus Christ
whom God has ushered verily into His
heavenly glory. Until we meet again in
shall

the Celestial City, | miss him

dearly.
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The Eternal Impact of Mr. Alired -
My Sunday School Teacher
Agape Chen (Age 9)

1 Corinthians 11:1, “Be imitators of me, as |
am of Christ.” (ESV)

Mr. Alfred showed me how to earnestly
love Jesus.

Since Sept 2019, Mr. Alfred ventured to
teach our third grade Sunday School.
We were as wild as a zoo! This was the
structure of my class. First, he began
with prayer. Next, we sang hymns. We
did a little bit of Inductive Bible Study,
then we went to the playground. When
we came back to class, we prayed and
continued the rest of the Inductive Bible
Study, and finished with prayer.

Joyfully, Mr. Alfred always carried his
guitar. He taught us “Seek Ye First”,
“‘Amazing Grace”, “Jesus Paid it All’,
and “All the Way My Savior Leads Me”.
He introduced to us the background
stories of the hymns, the meaning of the
words, and the authors. For new
hymns, he asked us to repeat the lyrics
after him. Mr. Alfred shared that he
grew up with hymns and the lyrics had
stayed with him. As he played with his
guitar, we sang, we smiled, and we
remembered the songs.

Mr. Alfred was a teacher who was
always excited and diligent when
teaching the Inductive Bible Study. To
avoid distractions, he asked us to
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remove pencils and papers, except the
Bibles on the tables. When reading the
Bible passages of the characters who
were speaking, he would dramatize the
voices. It was funny! After that, he
taught us to use signs or symbols to
circle the keywords. We studied the
book of Titus, and some passages of
Ephesians and Revelation. He
assigned homework for us to memorize:
2 Timothy 3:16-17, John 3:16-17, and
the armor of God passage in Ephesians
6:13-18. Not only knowing what the
Bible said, he wanted us to do good
deeds to show our faith. One kid
washed the car, while other kids washed
dishes, did the laundry, and cleaned up
the house. | tried to practice self-control
and be nice to my mom.

Mr. Alfred shared, “I also taught my
sons Josh and Jeremiah to understand
and obey the Bible.”

He told us that the Apostle Paul did not
want God’s people to be idle, but to
work faithfully and to share the Gospel
to all nations.

He managed the class with wisdom and
rules. He arranged our tables to a semi-
circle so he could see every student’s
face. He assigned girls' side and boys’
side. We could not slump in our chairs.
When the kids were acting up, he told
them to sit down and gave them a stern
look. If continuing to disobey, they sat
in the corner with the TA. If they still did
not behave, they sat out in the hallway
to reflect what they did wrong. Because
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he disciplined students with firmness,
the class was orderly and interesting. It
helped me to learn God’s Word and
understand it better. His has made an
eternal impact in our lives. The whole
class loves him.

Mr. Alfred inspired me to love God and
love others.
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Agape’s card to Mr. Alfred
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Nehemiah’s card to Mr. Alfred

A FItting Tribute to a Man of
God and Brother-In-Christ

Simon Lin

My family and | were so shocked by the
news of Alfred's passing. It seems like
yesterday that Alfred and | were working
together with the team in planning and
launching the Chinese church in Katy
which was more than 15 years ago.
Indeed, how time has flown by.

First, our prayers, sympathies and
condolences go to Debra, Josh, and
Jeremiah. Truly, Alfred was a family
man. He cared deeply for his wife and
two sons. | had the privilege of teaching
his son, Josh alongwith others at
Sunday School during their junior high
years. | could tell that Alfred and Debra
had instilled deep spiritual values within
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their children. Alfred should be very
proud of the fine young men he raised.

Second, Alfred was a man who
displayed a high level of
professionalism, passion, and

determination. While working with Alfred
during the Katy church-planting
project and serving together at church
council, | found him to be a leader whom
would not let any obstacles get in the
way. He was focused and determined to
see that we moved forward. Alfred was
also well-balanced and showed his
sensitivity and concern to the people he
worked with. The project to plant Katy
church was important, but so were the
people. He kept us unified and focused
on the task at hand with firmness and
yet gentleness.

Finally, Alfred was a true man of faith.
He loved the Lord and showed his love
and faith by his many services to the
church and to his family and to others.
Alfred would serve on church council,
sing and lead worship, teach, and
perform "menial" tasks as needed. He
was a multi-faceted person who utilized
his gifts. And, he was never idle. He
enjoyed serving others and loved seeing
others be blessed.

We are very saddened to hear of
Alfred's passing. But we know that he is
finally home with the Lord. He is in the
company of all the saints and the many
others who preceded, they are now
singing in chorus to the glory of God.
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We are reminded and encouraged by
the words from the Apostle Paul:

“I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor
does the perishable inherit the
imperishable. Behold! | tell you a
mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we shall
be changed. For this perishable body
must put on the imperishable, and this
mortal body must put on immortality.
When the perishable puts on the
imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the
saying that is written: ‘Death is
swallowed up in victory.’

“O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”

The sting of death is sin, and the power
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God,
who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

(1 Corinthians 15:50-56)
Alfred, you will be sorely missed. But we

will see you soon, my brother. We love
you and your family.
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A Life of Wonder and Faith
- Remembening Brother sHjred

Dian Tan

In the year 1998, our family moved from
the dense, vibrant city of Singapore to
the sprawling quiet suburb of Houston. It
was a time of challenging transition and
adjustment. Alfred was one of the first
few friends we made at West Houston
Chinese Church. Imagine our delight at
finding a fellow Malaysian in a foreign
land! However, initially we didn’t know
him well as our only context was serving
in Children’s Ministry together. He gave
the impression of being a man of few
words, rather stern-looking, serious and
reticent. As a matter of fact, my son
Daniel said he was rather afraid of
Uncle Alfred! Even so, he showed great
hospitality to my mom and mom-in-laws
when they visited Houston, treating us
to a sumptuous dinner at Crystal Jade
Restaurant. We had the good fortune of
getting to know the real Alfred at our
Agape small group, years later, after
KCCC was planted.
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He was a true follower of Christ, a Man
among all men, a faithful servant with
great resolve. | always thought the
church gave the hardest job to him, the
most arduous task nobody wants to or is
able to do and he would do it just
because he’s Alfred - you can always
count on him. Chairman to Church-
Planting Steering Team and Building
Committee, Sunday-school teacher to
the most difficult class, Chair to the
Senior-Pastor Search Team, Church
Council, Personnel Committee, and so
on. And he stayed on course, no matter
how hard and tedious the task, until it
was accomplished. There’s no one in
church we admired more purely for this
resolve alone.

But what | love most about Alfred was
his heart for worship. Given a choice, |
think he would wish only to serve on the
worship team where he could sing
praises and worship the Lord that he so
dearly loved. He would bring his guitar
and lead our worship, singing hymns
and telling the story behind the song we
sang. His beautiful music and voice,
filled with awe and love for his Father
God, would transport us into that kind of
worship our Lord seeks.

Another huge blessing of having him in
our small group was the privilege of
being treated to his home-cooked
meals. Alfred was such a great cook; he
could made a whole array of authentic
Asian dishes as well as the best
Western food (his braised short-ribs was
simply scrumptious)! Debra, his equally-
able sous-chef, would complement his
dishes with assortment of
mouthwatering cakes and desserts. He
was generous too - when he was
occupied with ministry the entire day
and couldn’t make a dish for the
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evening potluck, he would bring tiramisu
from La Madeleine or a big tray of
Viethnamese spring rolls. Once, he even
ordered the show-stopping Cajun
turducken, the three-bird roast, for our
Christmas celebration. He pretended
that he made it when | asked, but at my
utter amazement and the collective
admiration from the floor, he laughed
and righted the sweet
misunderstanding!

His was a totally surrendered life, an
offering on God’s altar. It had this
richness of simplicity and joy that came
from his deep-rooted faith. He truly
practiced “a long obedience in the same
direction,” in the words of Eugene
Peterson*. For years he served faithfully
in whichever ministry the Lord called
him to do. So many of us had been
blessed by serving alongside him or
under his leadership. When we got to
know him better in the small group,
apart from serious ministry works, we
saw humor and light-heartedness, a
humble and endearing man that laughed
easily.

To him, his religion was his vocation, his
focus and center, working seamlessly
and easily into the entirety of his life. At
our fellowships, he would often share
something he learned at lronmen on
Friday mornings at Second Baptist
Church, which he attended faithfully for
years. When asked about his online
seminary study, he would encourage us
to listen to the sermons which he found
inspiring but never boasted about the
biblical knowledge he gained.

Alfred and Debra were the perfect
couple; they modeled the kind of
marriage God designed and desires for
all His children. The tender love and

N



Katy Light 3z ), PP EHELSSET EH1+HH, 20204£6 A

deep respect they had for each other
permeated every conversation and
interaction. | love to hear their love
story, how it all began, when Alfred
courted Debra in their college days and
serenaded her with “t& LR A R 2+
Only a woman like Debra deserved a
man like Alfred and vice versa.

He was proud of Josh and Jeremiah, of
their faith, their ministry, their academic
achievements and musical talents. He
was all-smiles and  affectionate
whenever he talked about them: what
they are doing now, how different they
are and how special each was to him.
When Jeremiah joined the 4000-miles-
plus charity ride and was cycling from
Austin to Anchorage, Alaska, he was
very concerned and kept daily tabs on
his grueling journey, but also so proud
of what his once little boy, now all
grown, determined and courageous, set
out to do.

| always felt a kindred spirit towards
Alfred as both of us lost our father at
age 4-5 and our extraordinary mothers
had to raise 5-6 kids single-handedly in
the most difficult of conditions. At our
fellowships last year, we took turns
sharing our life story and got to know
each other in a deeper way. His story in
Katy Light, “The Jungle Boy and His
Mother’s Prayers,” recounts a truly
remarkable childhood. He definitely
possessed the rich and honest faith of
his mother and passed this legacy of
faith onto his sons.

Our small group travelled together last
November, 2019, aboard the
Enchantment of the Seas to Cozumel. It
was an “Ichigo Ichie” (— ] — &%)
moment and experience, unrepeatable
and so precious, that we now cherish all
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the more. We attended nightly shows,
played table-tennis, learned the Cupid
Shuffle dance, joined the games and
deck exercise, and enjoyed fine-dining
every night. He loved the shrimp cocktail
appetizer and faithfully ordered it every
time! We talked and joked about many

things. He would tease and laugh
apologetically  after, flashing his
signature sheepish grin! It was the

single most enjoyable time we had and
we saw how fun, humorous and playful
he can be.

(On the cruise ship)

Alfred lived out what he believed,
showing his faith by his works. He tried
to galvanize us to volunteer as a small
group. This year we were planning to
serve in various charities: Katy Christian
Ministries (KCM), Star of Hope, Church
Under The Bridge and more. The first on
our calendar was KCM, where we
served together on March 7, before the
pandemic lockdown. We helped sort out
the clothes and shoes, organize the
displays, move boxes and picture
frames and so on. After the fulfilling
work, we had an enjoyable lunch at
Tasty Ko Restaurant, feeling so blessed
and thankful. We never expected that
would be the last time we would be with
him.
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(Serving at KCM together)

These verses describe him well:

“But you, man of God: Run for your life
from all this. Pursue a righteous life - a
life of wonder, faith, love, steadiness,
courtesy. Run hard and fast in the faith.
Seize the eternal life, the life you were
called to, the life you so fervently
embraced in the presence of so many
witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:11-12, MSG)

He is our hero of faith in real-time, a true
friend and beloved brother, and in losing
him, KCCC will never be the same
again. | can’t bear to imagine our future
fellowships without him and his worship.
He left us too soon; we don’t know how
to say goodbye except by hanging on to
the hope of seeing him again, in the field
of light across the River, some day...

* the title and theme of Eugene Peterson’s
book is based upon this quote, “The essential
thing “‘in heaven and earth” is.... that there
should be a long obedience in the same

direction; there thereby results, and has
always resulted in the long run, something
which has made life worth living”. - Beyond

Good and Evil, Friedrich Nietzsche.
* PEALRINIESE © Soft As Your Tenderness

* ——%> . “One time - one meeting”
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Jesus Led Him All The Way

Boon Tan

In my faith journey, | am grateful to God
for placing Christian brothers who are
role models to help and guide me along
the way. Alfred was one of these men. |
have known Alfred for nearly 22 years. |
first met him when | visited WHCC after
our relocation from Singapore to
Houston. We got to know each other
quickly - being fellow Malaysians with
our eldest son of the same age and
participating in similar church activities.
He was a very mature Christian and |
was immediately drawn to him as my big
brother-in-Christ. Throughout the years,
we had served together in many
ministries and | saw his utter
commitment to church and unflinching
devotion to God. He said often that he
grew up practically in church and owed
his life to church; it was his way of giving
back by being fully devoted to service,
faithful in everything the Lord gave him
to do.

Alfred served in more ministries than
anyone | know in KCCC. His ministry
spanned across many areas:. Church-
Planting Steering Team (CPST), Board
of Trustee, Church Council, Personnel,
Building, Pastoral Search, Finance,
General Affair, Worship, Children,
Youth, and so on. | had the privilege of
serving with him in the CPST in 2005.
Alfred’s experience as a project
manager was used by God to handle
the challenging task of planning,
scheduling, and leading a team
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comprised of rather headstrong
individuals with diverse background. For
eighteen months the teams met
regularly to work through all sorts of
issues from land acquisition, various
ministries plans and the nuts and bolts
of planting a new church. My task of
leading the Children’'s Ministry was
tough but nothing compared to Alfred’s
challenges. Such was his servant’s
heart that as soon as Katy church
started and CPST transitioned to Katy
Leadership Team (KLT), Alfred headed
the KLT as well and immediately
shouldered the responsibility of building
a new church in Katy.

Despite the demands of all these
ministry works, Alfred recognized the
importance  of family. He was
instrumental in setting up the Father &
Son retreats, first in 2004, the second in
2005. It was designed for dads to spend
time in the outdoor and bond with their
sons (6th-8th graders). Alfred wanted to
carve out a special experience and
memory with Josh and wanted others to
have that too. | am grateful for those
times, in the woods away from
distractions (and comfort too!), that I
spent with my son, Daniel, for it seems
like in a twinkling, the boy has become a
man.

Another great father-son event | had
with Alfred was the time we served as
chaperone to a team of youth, including
Daniel and Josh, to City Service Mission
(CSM). We served meals and packed
lunch bags at various charities serving
the poor and homeless in the inner city.
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We visited a mobile children ministry,
attended a Black church service and
even enjoyed some spicy Jamaican
food! | was paired with Alfred to lead a
small group session and it was an eye-
opener for me, learning from him how to
facilitate sharing and  discussion
effectively.

Alfred, as many can attest, loved to and
excelled at worship. | enjoy worship and
love to sing praise songs, but | don’t
have musical talent like Alfred. So, he
was the “rockstar” | looked up to! The
part | loved most in our fellowship was
when Alfred led the worship with his
guitar and his mellow voice, singing
those beautiful hymns and songs: “All
the way my Savior leads me”, “All | have
is Christ” and so on. Many-a-times after
he had finished, | would request for
more so as to prolong the worship since
| enjoyed it so much. He was more than
happy to oblige!

Alfred cared for his ministry coworkers
and the pastors. On many occasions, he
would look me in the eye and ask
sincerely:“ How are you doing, Boon?”,
“Is everything okay?”, “How is your
work?”, “ How is your ministry going?” or
“‘How is your family doing?”. Not as a
casual conversation-starter but as a
display of genuine care and concern. He
was a man of few words but he
sincerely wanted to make sure | was
coping well with work, family and
ministry.

Another thing that amazed me about
Alfred was his willingness to serve in
any capacity, not only as a leader but
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also as a‘ foot soldier’ such as teaching
the difficult 5" graders, preparing food in
the kitchen, cleaning up the fellowship
hall and so on. In addition, he would not
shrink back from any tough role when
approached to serve. One year in
church council nomination, we had
difficulty finding someone to serve as
Treasury deacon. | was surprised when
he stepped in and took the position. But
then again, it shouldn’t have - whom do
you ask when you have a tough task
with no volunteers? Mr. Alfred Ling, of
course! | learned from him that
sometimes you need to step out of your
comfort zone, stretch your faith and be
willing to serve even in difficult roles.

Alfred attended the IronMen Bible
study/prayer at Second Baptist Church
on Friday morning for years. Finding it
beneficial and uplifting, he encouraged
me on multiple occasions to join him.
After his retirement, he joined online
Bible study as well. He always pursued
God to know Him better so he could
serve Him more effectively.

Last year our small group, Agape, grew
closer as we started sharing our life
stories after a well-prepared meal by the
host. We had such good times, too,
during potlucks or special celebrations,
and | especially enjoyed the time we
spent together on a short cruise to the
Caribbean. We played table tennis as
double players with Vincent and Isaac. |
was the least-able player among them,
but Alfred played to make me look good
by giving me high balls to smash. After
many tries, | finally landed a beautiful
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smash! It was truly an exhilarating time
of gaiety and leisure.

In looking back, it dawned on me that
Alfred has been a great influence in my
life and a strong motivator, encourager
and supporter of me. There was no
formal discipleship training;
nonetheless, he discipled me through
his love and care for me and led by his

exemplary life, a life dedicated to
glorifying God and building His
Kingdom.

Alfred was my big brother (X&) for so

many years; it's painful to lose him so
suddenly. I'm going to miss him terribly:
miss seeing him at church, his worship,
his sharing, his prayers, his playfulness
and laughter... Farewell, my friend. You
are in perfect rest now, with our Lord
Jesus who led you all the way. We
grieve with hope because we know we
will see you again. In that glorious place,
with no more CPST or KLT or SPC or
PC or PSC to busy us, we’ll be fully and
joyfully worshipping our Lord and
Savior!

Agape Fellowship Time
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Alfred Ling, The Faithful
Church Planter

Pastor David Yeung

Alfred Ling was a devoted church
leader, an encourager in ministry, and
most of all, a dear brother-in-Christ. He
was a great blessing to everyone that he
met. But what | will remember Alfred
best was his unstoppable passion to
bring the gospel to mainland Chinese
and Asian immigrants settling in the
Katy area. He was a faithful church
planter to the end.

In 2000, West Houston Chinese Church
(WHCC) began church planting efforts
in the Katy area. The goal was “Three
Years to Build, Six years to Plant”. A
special committee was formed nearing
the completion of this conceptual plan.
Named the Church Plant Steering Team
(CPST), it was charged with leading the
new church plant in Katy. At that time
Alfred and Debra had moved to Katy
only for a few years, but they were
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called by the Lord to join the CPST.
Because of his strong church
background, excellent leadership ability,
and passion to bring the gospel to the
Katy immigrants, Alfred was chosen to
be our committee leader. Over the next
year Alfred led the CPST members in
praying and planning the launch of the
new Katy church.

One of the first tasks that faced our
CPST team was to find a site to host our
Sunday worship services and Sunday
school classes. Alfred and | Vvisited
many Katy area Christian churches not
only looking for a church facility to rent,
but also looking for a church who shared
our calling to reach out to the lost in
Katy area. One of the churches that we
visited was Living Word Lutheran
Church. After hearing our vision and
plan, Living Word agreed to partner with
us in our church planting efforts. Praise
the Lord! With a verbal agreement
reached, Alfred diligently worked with
the leaders of Living Word to iron out all
logistical details. Because of the Lord’s
greatness and his faithful leader, Alfred,
Katy Christian Community Church
(KCCC) held our inaugural worship
service on the first Sunday of December
2006 at Living Word Lutheran Church.

After we secured a physical location to
meet as a church, the CPST began to
draft the KCCC church constitution. As
members of the CPST, we desired to
have a document that would serve our
church and our members. Alfred once
again stepped up to lead the efforts to
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draft such a constitution. Using the
WHCC constitution and bylaws as a
template, the Church Constitution
committee spent many hours debating,
writing, and polishing each word in our
church’s constitution. Alfred prayerfully
presided over all of the discussions to
ensure the committee would produce a
document that would honor the Lord and
His new church in Katy. | praise the Lord
for Alfred and his constitution team.

But Alfred’s faithful service to God’s
church did not end when WHCC planted
KCCC in 2006. When the time came for
KCCC to design our own church
building, Alfred once again stepped up
to serve. With his project management
background, Alfred oversaw the building
project from initial conceptual design
through the construction till its
completion. Alfred and his team spent
many tireless hours designing an
economical and efficient multi-purpose
church facility. They worked closely with
the building contractor throughout the
entire building project and the church
was completed on schedule and under
budget! Praise God! Even after our
building was completed, Alfred became
our de facto “Building Consultant” for all
church facility improvements to ensure
the church building continues to meet
the ministry needs of KCCC.

Alfred was not only a strong ministry
leader, he was also a big supporter and
partner in ministry to his wife, Debra.
Debra had served as our church
administrator for many years. A couple
of years ago, KCCC was without a
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General Affairs deacon. With this
position vacant, the responsibilities of
the General Affairs deacon fell on
Debra. Seeing his wife pulling double
duty as church administrator and
General Affair deacon, Alfred stood by
Debra’s side to help and support her
ministry. Together as a couple they
served the Lord in their home and in
both of their ministries. After his
retirement from engineering works,
Alfred was looking forward to serving
the Lord together with  Debra.

Alfred’s life is a shining example of a life
focused on Chris, on service, on giving
and dedication to others. We are
constantly reminded of Alfred’s love and
the blessings he brought to our lives.
We thank God for the fifteen precious
years that Alfred and Debra partnered
with us to plant and serve KCCC. |
thank the Lord Jesus Christ for knowing
and serving alongside His faithful
servant Alfred.

The news of Alfred’s sickness and
passing were a great shock to my wife,
Fiona and I. We will miss him greatly.
At the same time, we are greatly
comforted because we know that the
Lord’s faithful servant is at home with
his Savior.
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The Darkness Shall Pass
Cover page: Dian Tan

In the vale of tears,

In the darkness black as night;
God’s Word, Christ’s Love,
Like new dawn

Each golden morn,

His world-filling Light breaks forth -
Grace and mercy attend us.

The darkness shall pass
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