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2020 ERRET
Tet Foliday

Phoung Engleman

At this time of the year, when Americans just
finished celebrating Christmas, Vietnam s
waiting to celebrate their biggest holiday: TET.
It is a holiday based on the Lunar Calendar. This
year it will be on Feb 12.

Lord willing, we will be able to celebrate this big
holiday next year in Vietnam. Tet holiday is all
about reconnecting with friends and family. My
favorite Tet tradition was when the whole
neighborhood gathered to make rice-cake
(Banh Chung). Everyone brought their own rice,
beans, pork, and banana leaves. They wrapped
them up and then heated up a couple of big
pots to cook the cakes. It usually took eight to
ten hours for the cakes to be cooked. There
were around seven to eight families sitting
around these pots, warming themselves up and
sharing life with one another. They would
review and talk about the past one year and
share their hopes for the coming year. All the
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kids would be out playing with one another as
the adults cook and talk. Young adults in a
dating relationship would usually invite their
boyfriend/girlfriend to this rice-cake-making
event so that the whole neighborhood could get
to know them. Neighbors would ask the
boyfriend/girlfriend many questions and then
discuss and give their opinions to the young
adults later. They have such a strong sense of
community that they feel obligated to look out
for each other and give some constructive
criticism.

It had been seven years since | last celebrated
Tet. Many people nowadays like to buy these
rice-cakes at stores instead of spending long
hours cooking them, but Tet is still a joyful
holiday. One of the main themes of Tet is
getting rid of the old to make room for what is
new and fresh. Therefore, if you are mad at
anyone, reconcile before the new year lest you
carry hatred into the new vyear. If you have
debt, pay it off before the new year. If you have
a cold, get rid of the sickness before the new
year. Your house needs to be clean for the new
year. It is traditionally believed that any good
things you do on the first day of the new year
will be multiplied for the whole year. If you are
happy on the first day, happiness will follow you
the whole year. If you receive a lot of lucky
money on the first day, prosperity will be with
you the whole year. If you are kind and loving
on the first day, kindness and love will stay with
your household the whole year. So, everyone is
happy and kind and generous during Tet.

This cultural belief says a lot about Vietnamese
people’s greatest desires: happiness, peace,
forgiveness, kindness, and love. We all long for
these blessings, right? If only they knew Jesus.
We, as believers, know too well our Lord Jesus
offers the living water, He is the true Source of
these blessings. Can we not share this treasure

of truth to the broken world where everyone
thirsts for the truth but looks in the wrong
direction?

"
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BIEMERES, B0, MEELEEH, B
BEIWTIER, UL BZARKRIULE. B
AHARBBERERMUE. —RAOEL—KRH
BT, " (K 6:34) ek, FAs, R
REFTHND, BEEXNHGK, <HAETE
B, BEHE, KEEP., YRBNBEE
UWT—PREEHE, BEMESARFET

EitY. &iE, BEiLBEECHEH. ITE
ERMNEFHN—BD, FEEMW. HMNEH
L%z, HRMNETARBREER—T =M
ME, R ERF-MMRERE-TE, &K
MM ARARMNIIEmMRE, FEiL
TERATRE S FRIATE .

BEEXE-NMERKLNBA, &5
WX TEREEH, REBRTXE. A
B MNE, FTRMAER.

EZE ANEREGEHST, BLEECHE
i, Bt 4AmLR? ANERREMFARER
e? " (K 16:26) & TE LBEIPkEL EMER
Mg, REESIFEC, WRENSALR/BI
X, BiEPARELBT! " (Tough times
never last, but tough people do!)

IERANEBM— B3N BEAIA

NISEAE BRI AN, EITERAM EAEESLIE
#H, AEEFRFNIIE.

IERRJE
AT B R KA A TSR, s
X%, UAiETE AL, DUHE AT VA,
S EHEE B SR A = S AT, I B2 o
SUIRIRIG R, TR A A PR IS 25 T VAT b Uk
(hollycao@yahoo.com) -
PEVONE R O Tl [be M S b
(http://katycce.wixsite.com/chinese/untitled-cdue )
IR E=I =
HhR: Sl EH S
24747 Roesner Road, Katy, TX 77494
Hiii: 832-437-1998
WmE (UERIEFHNT) -
HELE, BRKE, BRER, HFHE, FHR,
X|ghte, Bk, SRR, TKiE
KT RE: i

** K FIREITH XL ERA » KTFE - 5654
TYBERALE BT i * *
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