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Rz, ZERE. BASYEHERER, RARTHXBEAER.
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WRENERENER . FREES, HBEBEEHRAKRHBERM],
RO IER T FRAEMERLMMRE], LM EHS M1
M A S R 2RI Z AT,

MHEECHE, XAEEHFAEERERLEAME T ZIH
6, MEMEEMZTH—MRANESE, EBRMENTES]., hE
FAAHM TN TE AREXIEMSHER. REXBCHR®
AEF. EHHEKEER, k288 BIINERRKRENS
B, HREESHN, EE2EXN! R SRNNNRE. HhR%H
BB, SRBMNMERRA], ERMNEIEEST NI TFHEREE.
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E ik
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HIRZAC 7:17 Bl W, RERBRFENNSIITRS
AHEYK, KERZAM, XA, RELFE IR EMLE,

F=R621F=: £Fi& MHAER KEBEYIE

EFSUREFENMI NER. €FENBRITEKRIBEHTZ
B, TFSYUREBEYIE, HPEREADFRLGREGIAENRE.
ABEDER, £RERHAREE, BANREEMNTUREAL
AMEDE, JEREME. MRXEFEEEN, TiRERTNETER,
Rt RAEMABEEERHADFN -SSR, MRANEMR,
HAZH. AATERF: "RAER, £othaER. " (A9ES
11:25) Bp FARERTEARUMT.

$IMX6/22 @M FE, BER

RIR 2 AR 2 NN EREEL, REEXRAS. M/INEHR
B, ERELERERY, REFLTTU. ARUSERMNH T
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WEE—MEERINAKE. ARSUEER, BHRAIFRIEHNIE,
BHZHONSTET. XM TEFERMEAOFIRMAE, £
WMMFIRRAIE TR ERN ., BELRXERLENMNREEREBED
XE2—MEFHFEL

&ﬁ&ﬁm&5wﬁﬁtm,ﬁﬁ%%Mﬁ%o%ﬁ¢%%%%
Faz=l, zRESUAR, FLRMUNEHBER., BBRERRRE
Emmt,?u@ﬂkﬁm,%%Wﬂko%ﬂﬁAi¢tm,Em
EMN+-B®.

BhXR6/23FN: BEXR, WG RMRDAH

A AEEEMBKRE. AR, BRI, SEEF, X8X
=, BAEZ. TF—R, LFEILE. NEeFASNILEET
Kizfepite, WELETN+OHHHEET. HTRE, #HANE, #
RAMAEMADNFERRIA]. TF=REh, RUETEEFL
e, MEMHREAIL D TERUNEGW, H3REEXOT BERMEIR.
BAVERIER DT IeLLT, XNEFANKERR, REWEHIZAN,
WIRAA TS, BERNBRBERHARIIRENES. B EEER
ERE,

FEAK 6/24 BN iFhn, EWEEKE

LR, XERERLtAHEZ—. EESWLPREZ(E,
RA—EHEFBNERHEZIRT . XHEEMSUZPEH. MK
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HERTE 13-4 FELRF, BERESLHNW, REZHE
B, DB BRI THER? REVAES €, EEBEZE
B8, ROMBERTIREK. XEHMER,

LXK 6/25 FH: ®MEE, EKl, FEE

BB ERIEE, ERTAZHIRGEENN. BESIEKLL,
BERAELNEANELTR, BEXESHKE. I LAV HFSENT
REEZE, BIEEBESRPII ks, BT ARIRE., XEHENH
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THEMMTT, XEZRFEV AN, MNEIASFRFIHILEND
T, Al HABHAMEIIER, #ER—MAE, %7 —PHE
S, ERFIEBESHREE, WFEAWBXEREST, FRUEE
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The Greatest Slow Burn: Reflection on the
Central Asia Short-Term Mission Trip

Ryan Chen

There’s a plot trope found in many romance books called slow burn.
A slow burn is when the romantic attraction between two characters builds
slowly but surely over the course of a novel or series, giving the reader a
realistic and genuine romantic experience.

Embarking on the Central Asia Short-Term Mission Trip this past June
brought me to realize that God works through slow burn. This realization
was manifested both through hearing other people’s stories and seeing
how God moved my heart to witness His Kingdom in action.

During the first week of the trip, we met with local missionaries who
did work amongst a minority unreached people group in the country. We
learned that, despite the missionaries having lived for many years in the
people group’s village and built relationships with its inhabitants, the
people group seemed to reject any attempts to share the Gospel and
effectively closed themselves off to the missionaries at the first sign of
spiritual contact. This resulted in little fruit produced for the missionaries’
great investment in the people group.

However, stories of discouragement and of failure are also part of
God’s plan. Indeed, there are much greater things in store for these people.
During the trip, we were able to connect with the same people group by
investing in their children’s education at a village school located an hour
outside of the capital. Throughout the second week of the trip, there was
significant cultural exposure and our team connected with the stories and
life experiences of the children living there. From crafts related to C.S.
Lewis’s Narnia to the Macarena dance and various games, we were a hit!
The children enjoyed our presence so much that the principal of the village
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school cordially invited us to return the following summer. Praise the Lord
for this open invitation to once again return and love on these people. This
invitation in and of itself is a new sprout of hope to shine a light in the
community and was a long time coming, a result of support from
missionaries with previously failed Gospel sharing efforts—just like a green
seedling, sprouting from a log downed by a vicious but necessary forest fire
that cleared room for new growth. In this way, the rejection of the Gospel
in the past, our time spent in the village school in the present, and the
efforts that will go down in this community in the future are all part of
God'’s slow burn for this people group. May He work mightily in the months,
years, and decades beyond in this people group.

Similarly, discouragement turned to joy when one of the students that
we had shared with throughout our time there decided to accept Jesus as
his Savior. During the men’s three-day backpacking trip in the Tian Shan
during the first weekend of the trip, on a rainy late afternoon when we
were confined to the limits of our windblown tents (God having created a
space for sharing), | was personally able to share with my newfound friend
the impact of the Gospel and the love of Jesus in my life. He, in return,
opened up about his religious trauma from his Muslim family and how that
had led him to distrust the idea of the existence of God.

It’s hard to describe how | felt when he shared this with me—a mixture
of sadness for his experiences and his lack of spirituality but also a gleam
of hope that he had already shed the fervent Islamic belief that others took
on. Throughout the camping trip and in the following week, Pastor Wai and
others were able to have candid conversations with this student. On the
final day of our trip, | heard the news that my friend had decided to put his
faith in Jesus. | and the rest of the team were overjoyed. Although he now
faces steep challenges as he struggles to define his faith while living in a
country that looks disfavor upon Christianity, I’'m confident that the good
work begun in my friend’s heart will only continue to swell, the Father’s
slow burn ever at work in his life. Long before we met and through a
carefully crafted life story that the Father set in action, He was working
even in my friend’s traumatic experience with Islam and his complicated
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relationship with his family, unknowingly shepherding him to the only
relationship that ever matters—the one that he now has with Jesus Christ.

If we laid witness to all this in just one short week, how much is He
able to do in the following years and decades through slow burn?
Moreover, as you read this, long-term missionaries in the country are
tirelessly working on translating the Bible into the people groups’ mother
tongues so that the good news of Christ Jesus might reach many and soften
hearts of stone. Social media initiatives by the same missionaries have
yielded promising results, with great potential for the future as more and
more young people migrate towards the Internet and spiritual discovery.

Despite past discouragement, God is surely working in the people
groups that call Central Asia home, one day making known to them His
surpassing love for them, His children. All of our work for His Kingdom, past,
present, and future, is part of a slow burn. We are only a small snapshot in
His scheme of things: we need only wait for Him to move mightily, not
according to our timeline but to His.

Finally, | want to share with you how | witnessed God’s slow burn in
my own life on this trip. Admittedly, | had sort of imagined missions to be
an escape from the hustle and bustle that is career searching as an
undergraduate student, an opportunity to take my mind off internship
rejections, difficult coursework, and strained relationships. But God
offered me so much more than just an abode for physical and mental rest
on this trip—He gave me spiritual transformation, something | separately
needed for a long, long time. Another thing about slow burn—there’s often
key moments where the romance progresses rapidly. My entire
perspective on the Kingdom forever changed on a random evening. It’s
kind of just sank in on the third day of the trip when | was slurping a local
noodle dish at dinner. As we were discussing our plans for the language
center in the capital city, it suddenly dawned on me that what | was there
for meant so much more than any exam grade or job situation. | was there
for Jesus to work through me and so that His love could reach the corners
of the earth, and that witnessing to the locals was more dire than anything
else. | realized that these people, my newfound friends at the English
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language center, so desperately need Jesus. Night after night after that, |
called on God to show me how He moves and His direction for my life. |
spent more than a couple restless nights staring at the moonlight, beaming
through the window, contemplating as Nathanael and Thomas snored on.
In only a short amount of time, God answered my prayers, not only through
multiple great opportunities to share the Gospel, but also an
unprecedented Kingdom-oriented perspective on life, effectively trumping
anything else | had valued before the trip. In those moments, my grade
point average seemed (literally) miles and miles and miles away, paling in
comparison to the mission set before us: to make disciples of the nation.

Since returning from missions, I've entered my second year of college
at UT Austin. Trials, tribulations, and doubts will inevitably come my way—
as | pen this, | feel overwhelmed from the magnitude of the things on my
plate. But God’s good promise, made known to me while | was in prayerful
petition in Central Asia, swallows up all of my anxieties and fears. He’s
teaching me that none of my successes and none of my failures can deter
Him from His perfect love for me, from the work that is at hand in His
Kingdom.

My prayer is this—would you pray it with me? “Thank You Jesus, for
the love that You showed us on the cross. Thank You for the Gospel, the
greatest romance, the greatest slow burn, of all time. May Your slow burn
ever be at work in our hearts, making us righteous and holy and more in
love with You, Lord. May we surrender our lives to the purposes of Your
eternal Kingdom, whether that be through overseas missions, local
evangelism efforts, community building at KCCC, or a life wholly devoted
to loving You.”
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D Camp Reflection

Charlie Kuchler

My experience at D-Camp this year was nothing short of amazing. |
felt like God really moved in and through me and | would certainly accept
the opportunity to serve God’s Kingdom in the future if | were given the
chance.

My main objective as a counselor was to share with the campers under
my charge the same incredible experience that | had when | myself was a
camper. However, transitioning from being a camper to a counselor meant
completely changing the way | viewed camp and the heart behind it. My
objective was no longer to lay back, have a good time and allow God to
come to me, but | was to actively try to create the space where God could
move among my campers. Counseling requires preparation, intuition, and
quick improvisation if all else fails. Counselors are God’s hands and feet at
camp and it wasn’t long before | realized that | was a broken vessel — | did
not feel ready in the days leading up to camp. Even so, God uses broken
vessels, ordinary people like me, to fulfill His will.

The biggest way that God had worked in my life during MY time as a
camper was through the fellowship of the Body of Christ. Among my
favorite moments from being a camper were the moments | spent with my
newly met camp group. The best way | could translate that into my own
counseling was to genuinely enjoy spending as much time with my campers
as possible! Praise the Lord that my campers were just as enthusiastic as |
was, because it could have gone one way or another! We ate our meals
together, spent free time together, and became brothers throughout the
four-day camp. Some of my most fulfilling moments included seeing my
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boys playing basketball together when | was occupied in a one-on-one (we
held one-on-one conversations with each of our campers individually
throughout the four days), seeing my boys walking together towards our
usual meal spot, and watching them laugh together from afar during our
small group time. They were truly enjoying doing things with each other
and the Lord was building brotherhood through that.

| also saw God moving at camp through some conversations that | had
with them. My campers were really open about their personal and spiritual
lives during our one-on-ones. Some discussed their friendships, some
discussed their churches, and all of them discussed some areas that they
wish to grow. | thought it was amazing to see them think critically about
their own relationship with God because everyone can be making steps
forward in strengthening their faith. One of my campers opened up to me
about how there were a few things that were preventing him from putting
his full trust in Jesus Christ. Together, guided solely by the Holy Spirit, we
were able to walk through his doubts and came to the conclusion that Jesus
was his Savior. God moves hearts during these camps and every single year,
we feel and see that so intensely.

All throughout, | was really impressed by my kids’ enthusiasm at camp.
They enjoyed the activities, enjoyed the people, and enjoyed the various
ways that they got to experience God. All of my kids explicitly expressed
their desires to come back next year and that, for me, is a big win as a
counselor. To continue to put these kids in a place where God is worshiped
so deeply gives us more opportunities to be servants for God’s Kingdom.
Thank God for D-Camp 2023!
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