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Reflections on My Ordination

Robert Liu

At the end of March, | was blessed to be ordained as a pastor at
KCCC. There was a pretty extensive ordination process that wasn'’t
always a joy, if I'm being honest, but the ordination ceremony was
a true blessing (thank you to Kirsten, Debra, Dongmei, Sonya, and
all the church staff who helped to organize it). At the ordination
ceremony, it was surreal for me to see so many in attendance who
| had known for so many years and from so many parts of my life.
From friends who | grew up with in the nursery of Chinese Baptist
Church and even now still meet up with once in a while for a meal,
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to old Sunday School teachers who confessed to me years later

that my class ended up being their breaking point.

| believe seeing all of them at the ordination ceremony was a
testimony of how God works. At the moment, none of these
people or experiences stood out to me particularly as life-
changing or deeply impactful; after all, | didn’t realize as a 6-year-
old that the lessons | was learning were going to be powerful,
fundamental life experiences that shaped who | was 30 years later.
However, with the benefit of hindsight, and with having all the
spiritual mentors, teachers, brothers, and sisters in the same room,
the fingerprint of God was made glaringly clear and powerfully
evident. Each of these men and women, through their faithfulness
and obedience to God's call to make disciples, to love those
around them, to raise up the next generation in the ways of the
Lord, were a part of God's sovereign plan and work in my life.

For example, | saw Jeanie Moon, my Sunday School teacher when |
was in third grade, who | was deeply afraid of as a child. But 30
years later, | see a spiritual giant whose faithfulness, devotion to
the Lord, and love for His people | have always admired and
sought to emulate in my life. And even still, | know I'll probably
never reach the level of Mrs. Jeanie, yet I'll keep striving to follow
her lead.

| saw immediate and extended family - my parents, my brother,
my uncles, aunts, cousins, etc., all who have been sources of love,
support, discipline, correction, and encouragement, throughout my
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life, from infancy to adulthood. | can’t remember or even begin to
count the number of meals shared, laughs had, and silent prayers
that they have prayed over me over the decades. Their daily
sacrifices, patience, and love were the things that grounded me

and reminded me of the goodness and truth of the gospel.

| saw past and current coworkers in the ministry whom | have run
the race with, who | leaned on when | grew faint, cheered on when
endurance waned, sought counsel from when | was lost, and
shared both the joys and pains of ministry with. | remembered the
tireless nights, the deep fellowship and community that only
comes through serving the Lord together with one another.

In those moments, each person was only doing what the Spirit was
convicting their heart of. They were just being faithful with what
they'd be given - a Sunday School class, a conversation, a home
and heart for hospitality. And vyet, it is the culmination of all those
people across all these years that led to me standing before them
on the stage. Still not a finished product, but a product still of their
years and years of love, admonishment, encouragement, teaching,
and presence. This ordination was no celebration of me, it was a
recognition of the many faithful people, faithful actions, and a
faithful God who uses broken, imperfect people to point to His
goodness and glory. A God who intentionally uses these people
for the sake of building up His church and those who would follow
Him.
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My encouragement to you, church, is to continue being faithful in
all that God has given you, because the effect may not be
immediately evident. The fruit may be years off from being seen
and experienced, yet our faithfulness is what God is calling us
towards. You do not know the impact your patience, grace, and
love will have on a child decades from now. You may not see the
result of your long-suffering, your service, your prayers, and yet,
we trust that God will use them for His purposes and His kingdom.
Serve God faithfully, love His people deeply, and devote yourself to
His glory. And you may very well be a part of His redemptive plan
in this world. You may very well help to raise up a generation who
will bring about revival in our church. You may even be a
foundational block of a young man’s faith who will eventually
dedicate his life to serving God's people. Thanks be to all those
who raised me, discipled me, trained me, and grew me, and thanks
be to God from whom all blessings flow.

A message from the Youth to Robert

Jake Jiang

Good afternoon, everyone. Once again, we just want to thank you
all for attending Robert’s ordination. This is a very special occasion
that the Lord has so kindly blessed us with, and we — the youth —
are pleased to witness this moment alongside the rest of the
church.

32| Page



Katy Light No.75, June 2025

What we've done is that we took the responses from a survey sent
out to the youth and compiled them into a list of affirmations and
encouragements for Robert.

The most common theme in the responses is that Robert is a godly
leader, role model, and elder brother for us to look up to.

He sets a Christ-like example of what our lives should look like,
and as mentioned by many of the youth, one aspect of faith he
exemplifies is self-sacrificing love. Here are a few examples. One
youth notices that Robert “actively engages with each of the youth,
taking time to check in on how each person is doing.” He also
“makes an effort to be involved in our lives even outside of church,
supporting us at orchestra concerts or theatre shows, emphasizing
his dedication and love to the youth.” Another youth gave a
specific example of a time when Robert “literally offered to go get
the car in the rain and then wait in a giant carpool line for me.”
This next participant sums what Robert’s actions tell us: that he
“continuously demonstrates his care and investment in our lives.”
By doing so, he also shows us how to love each other, as the
youth. One of the youths said that Robert “has thus encouraged us
to support one another as the church outside of church activities.”
We thank God that Robert has strengthened our love for one
another and for Christ by exemplifying Him.

Another commonly mentioned theme in the responses was
Robert’s wisdom. One youth says they appreciate how Robert
“explains difficult concepts very well, and how he connects Bible
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stories from long ago into how they relate to us today and how to
apply the lessons from them. He's also a pretty chill guy.” Another
youth says: “| appreciate that he’s always like a mentor and is
somebody | can look forward to for advice.” Another response says
that they appreciate how Robert “provides different sides of
arguments on how to interpret the Bible.” We thank God that He
has given Robert wisdom to instruct us in godliness.

Another theme is Robert’s ability to greet people, and the impact it
has. The responses | am about to list are from those newcomers.
One youth says “I remember the first time | visited KCCC, he
(Robert) went over to me, and introduced me to another girl my
age. | think that was the best thing that has happened to me in
years, and | truly felt wanted and cared about in that moment.
Another youth says “Even though | was a newcomer, he warmly
welcomed me. And | can go up to him and ask him any questions
without any hesitation.” We thank God that He has blessed Robert
with empathy and compassion.

The list goes on and on as the responses indicate many more
qualities and appreciations about Robert, however, we must stop
here due to time constraint.

To close, one youth encapsulates this moment perfectly by saying
this: “Being able to know Robert as he is getting ordained really is
awesome, because I'm so grateful to know him and enjoy this
moment with him. Thank you so much Robert!” Praise the Lord!
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