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2025 Thanksgiving Youth Baptism Testimonies

Shunem Deng

Hi, my name is Shunem. Growing up | went to church on Sunday
regularly. | went to church when | was still in my mommy's belly,
according to my mom.

Like many children growing up in church, | accepted the truths | learned
without question. Fast forward to the spring of 2024, | started asking
what it really meant to believe in Christ. | had learned that to become a
child of God, one must do the ABC's. A stands for Admit | have sinned. |
admit that | am a sinner and go against God’s rules and will. | constantly
disobey my mother. However, | had trouble understanding the true
meaning of what it meant to really do the B and C parts of the ABCs. B
stands for Believe that the perfect Son of God, Jesus, died for my sins
and resurrected, defeating death. C stands for Choose God as your Lord
and Savior. | prayed to God for understanding, and after that time in my
life | chose to believe and prayed to receive salvation.

However, | never grew in my relationship with Christ. But last summer,
| started voluntarily reading the Bible on my own and enjoyed it. |
realized it fulfilled me in a way other activities, like watching YouTube,
didn't. Then, that summer, came the time to sign up for D Camp. | had
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been considering going, but since | didn't have many friends going to D
Camp, | kept hesitating. | remember on the Sunday that the registration
was going to close, Pastor Robert told me | should go because it is fun.
That day, on the way home from church, | decided | wanted to go, and
told my mom to sign me up before | changed my mind. | realized a little
while later that this was God’s prompting for me to do it. Little did |
know D Camp would be a time in my life that | saw God working.

You see, this summer, | switched from being homeschooled to going to
a private school called Logos Preparatory Academy and the fact that |
would have to make new friends tormented me. However, at D Camp,
a girl who goes to Logos was in my small group, and we became close
friends. On the first day of school, she willingly invited me into her
friend group and included me. It was wonderful how God worked in my
life. He put a loving and kind friend in my life so | wouldn't have to keep
worrying about making new friends. Although we can't see God, God
shows His presence in our lives. God personally shows His presence to
me by lovingly providing for me. | felt a connection with Him. And | have
learned that | can have faith in God for Him to constantly provide. D
Camp also sparked a fire in me to learn more about God and to give my
life to Him. And here | am now, having made the decision to be baptized.

Madeline Chi

| grew up in a Christian household but | never took my relationship with
God seriously. Before | gave my life to Christ | would sin without feeling
guilty or the need to repent. | didn't think it mattered until | started
becoming aware of the emptiness | felt in my heart. That feeling of
emptiness just continued to grow and | wanted it to be filled so | could
feel that fullness | wanted.
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Before freshman year started | began thinking a lot more about the
meaning and purpose of life and if these could be found in God. | played
with the idea of building a relationship with God to possibly fill the
emptiness but it felt impossible since | already felt too far gone for that
to happen. This changed when | entered freshman year and was
influenced by the Christ-like people God put in my life. When | saw Jesus
in their character, how they handled circumstances, their actions, and
their words—it made it seem possible for me to live a life in a way that
will please and glorify God. This is ultimately why | felt encouraged to
begin praying and talking to God everyday and | could physically feel the
fullness of God coming into me.

When | felt the Holy Spirit in me | started to desire a deeper relationship
with God and learning about who God is and what His Son did for me
on the cross. | started reading the Bible and once | learned more about
His Son, Jesus, | started trusting that Jesus died and rose again for my
sins. After believing in this truth | began to receive the fruits of the spirit
and experience growth in my faith that was never there before. God
started to lead me and change my heart to be more aligned with His
will, His word, and His character.

Abigail Lei

| was very blessed to have been brought to church by my mom from a
young age, but then after the COVIC pandemic, | stopped going in-
person for a long period of time, and switched to online church.

During that time, though my mom led me in daily Bible study, because
my faith had been my mom's and not my own, | made little to no effort
to read the Bible on my own or live out what | believed. After a few
years, even when | did return to attending church in person, nothing
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changed in my spiritual life. Though | was physically at church, mentally
| was not there at all. While the pastor was preaching, my mind
wandered. | viewed attending church as an obligation. | would only
touch my Bible on Sundays. In fact, most of my friends didn't even know
| was a Christian, and would have been surprised to learn that | was.
Ultimately, | felt very distant from God and the church body.

And then high school started. These past two years have been very
difficult, and this past year was the hardest year for me. | placed far too
much importance on my performances, both academically and
athletically. When certain results didn’t turn out the way | wanted to, it
took a huge toll on me mentally. My anxieties and constant stress came
from what others thought of me, as well as from constantly comparing
myself to others. | struggled to find what | considered happiness, and |
sought worldly things and quick fixes that | thought would bring me joy.
Through all these, God spoke to me through others and His Word. I'm
very grateful for the people He has placed in my life that have helped
remind me that my purpose and identity are all found in Christ. My faith
in Christ finally became my own as | began to spend time reading the
Bible on my own. | fully trusted that Christ died for my sins and rose
again to give me eternal life. The more | read the Bible, the more |
understand His will for me. Performing well in academics or sports does
not provide lasting joy. | came to understand that my joy comes from
Christ alone, and it doesn't depend on my circumstances.

Now, I'm grateful for the struggles | went through and view them as a
blessing, because they have brought me closer to God. 2 Corinthians
12:9 says: " ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me." Because of Christ's
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death and resurrection, | can stand here today and declare my new life
in Christ and commit to following Him for the rest of my life.

Sam Fan

Hello! My name is Sam Fan and today | will be sharing how | got to know
Jesus Christ as my Savior and how He helped me and changed my life in
many ways. When | was born in China, my parents did not know Jesus,
and we did not believe in God. When | was five years old, my family
moved to the US. | didn't know anyone back then and | did not have a
lot of friends.

For some reason, our family moved a lot and | had to constantly switch
schools and wasn't able to really settle down and get to know anybody
well. One day, my mom was invited to church by one of her friends. She
described the people in the church as loving, caring, and kind.
Eventually, my mom brought our whole family to church. At first, | didn't
believe what the preacher was saying about Jesus, but my parents
explained it to me and | understood a lot better.

At that time, our family was still moving a lot and we moved from Los
Angeles to the Bay Area of California. Moving this far meant we had to
find a new church and | had to go to a new school again. During this
time, COVID hit and we had to have school online. Since | didn't really
know what | was supposed to do, and school on zoom was pretty
boring, | would occasionally play games on the computer and pretend |
was listening. | knew | was sinning but | didn't really want to change.

Because of COVID, we also had church online. Church online wasn't as
fun or entertaining as attending church in person, and although |
believed, | never really felt a connection with Jesus. Soon after, our
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family moved yet again and this time we moved from California to
Texas. We had to find a new church and after going to a few different
ones, we settled at a church called KCCC. There, the children's pastor,
Pastor John, told us about the Bible and I really enjoyed listening to him.
Eventually, | was finally feeling a connection with Jesus and learning to
read the Bible and pray. KCCC had a summer camp where kids would
learn how to tell people about the gospel in a method called the
“wordless book”. We would also go out to as many as four nursing
homes in a span of four days! The first time | went to this camp was
when | was in second grade. | really enjoyed the lessons the teachers
taught us and | also liked the fun games we played.

By the time | was ten, | was sure | believed and trusted that Jesus died
on the cross for my sins and resurrected. While my faith continued to
grow, | learned how to tell other people about the gospel and enjoyed
doing it. During the summer of 2025, | went to a summer program called
TREK where kids learn how to tell the gospel in other ways and go to
daycares to tell other children about the gospel. When 1 first went, |
thought that | wouldn't have fun or fit in, but the people there were
very nice and welcoming.

That summer was a great experience and | also felt that | grew a lot
closer to God over the summer when we went to daycares and had daily
devotions. | realized that | needed to get baptized and keep pursuing
Jesus. This is why | am choosing to get baptized today. Thank you!
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